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Con Servation was a very organised person, both in his personal life and as the
long-standing and very active secretary of the Goa Head Civic Society. If he or
anyone else wanted to know anything, Con always had it to hand.
In fact the members of the civic society came to rely on him
to such an extent that, after a while, no-one else bothered
to keep records. “If we want to know anything, we just ask
old Con”, they would say. Until a few years ago, Con kept
everything handwritten meticulously in books and files. Then
one birthday, Con’s son decided that it was time for Dad to
join the digital age and presented him with a laptop.
“There you are” he said without a hint of irony, “that’ll
make your life so much easier”. Con was delighted and,
having grasped a few of the basics, rapidly set about
“digitalising” himself. Out went the hard copy and the new
laptop soon had details of Con’s personal life, such as bank
accounts and investments along with hordes of information
and records relating to the Goa Head Civic Society stored
in neat folders on its hard drive.
Now Con had read somewhere that a civil servant had once left his laptop in the
back of a taxi and that there was a danger that state secrets contained on it may
well be at risk. The article suggested that wise people (and Con had always
regarded himself as within their number) should protect the information on their
computers by means of passwords. Furthermore, he had heard somewhere about
something called the Data Protection Act which made it an offence to reveal peoples’
personal details without their consent. Barely pausing for breath and certainly not to
consider the consequences, Con fished out his laptop and started making the
information on it “password-protected”. That way he, and only he, could gain access
to his personal details and to civic society records. What a relief, he thought. Now
everything was safe, even if the laptop became lost.
Does this sound familiar? Have you done the
same? Well let me suggest two scenarios you

might like to consider.

Photo by Carl Silver

Firstly, one day Con switches on his laptop but it doesn’t fire up.
Computers and other digital media have become so crucial to many
people’s lives that, when the machinery breaks down, it can cause
enormous inconvenience. Think of all the information sealed inside
that box. For people like Con it is their whole lives. Once the machine
is restored, we are up and running. But what if the machine is in
terminal decline and never runs again? What do we do without the wealth of data? The answer, of course,
www.yhacs.org.uk
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LIVING DANGEROUSLY
IN A DIGITAL AGE (CONTINUED)
is to keep it backed up, on an external hard drive
or in “the cloud”, or better still both. Normality can
then be resumed relatively easily. However, an
external hard drive should never be kept with the
computer! If you are burgled or your house were to
be flooded or catch fire, and your computer lost, the
chances are that the external hard drive will have
suffered the same fate!

If this applies to you, have you considered how your
society will access this information in order for it to
continue with its work?

The second scenario is not coped with quite so
easily. Whilst out on the streets one day assisting the
local Conservation Officer with his Conservation
Area appraisal, Con is struck by the Number Fifteen
bus with such severity that he goes into a coma or,
worse, dies. You might think that sad as such an
event might be, at least his personal information will
be readily available on his laptop for his family to
access and the Goa Head Civic Society records

Let me make two suggestions.

This conundrum applies equally, of course, to your
personal data. How would your family cope if they
could not access your digital information when it was
needed – because you had been taken ill, or worse?

Firstly, consider to what extent information is
sensitive. Unless the owners have specifically
consented to their release, email addresses, home
phone numbers and addresses, for example, are
confidential. They therefore require protection both
to comply with Data Protection legislation and to
prevent others from accessing the information
without your knowledge or approval. (This might be,
for example, because others share your computer or
if you have a propensity for leaving things in taxis!).
Ideally, sensitive information should be both
encrypted and password protected using a ‘strong’
password (i.e. one that contains numbers, letters and
symbols making it very hard to guess). Anything
which is not sensitive, such as this article (which is
stored on my computer) needs no protection. This will
reduce the amount of material requiring password
protection.

equally available to the society’s committee.

But hold on, Con has password-protected the data
on his laptop and no-one knows what those
passwords are! They may be easy to guess
(although they really shouldn’t be) but some are
virtually impossible.
Are you saving information about your civic society
behind passwords? Information such as membership
details, email lists, access information for your
website administration and accounts. Are you also
now scanning correspondence to save it in a digital
format? (Much easier and less space consuming than
storing physical paper.) And do you hold the key to
websites which you access on behalf of your society,
such as the bank accounts, planning portals and the
Inland Revenue? And that’s even without mentioning
Facebook, Twitter and other social media!

Secondly, consider whether you can reasonably
share passwords you use for your society with other
members of your committee (or a family member in
the case of your own personal information) - or at
least tell people where to find them.
Contemplating disaster is not a pleasant
experience, but I urge you to give some thought
as to whether your desire for confidentially has
overtaken the need for your civic society (or your
heirs in the case of your personal information) to
function if the Number Fifteen chooses you for its
victim tomorrow!

Richard Ward
YHACS
Photos courtesy of David Moss
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VIEW FROM
THE CHAIR
operation. Steering Thunderbird One out of my
driveway, I headed over to Horbury to meet up with
the remaining four committee members and offered
the services of the YHACS committee. We would join
the Society and stand for election to the committee
to replace the existing committee who would step
down. This was agreed and the plan put into effect.

"5, 4, 3, 2, 1: Thunderbirds Are Go!"
One of my favourite childhood TV series from the
1960s was Thunderbirds.

Filmed in ‘Supermarionation’ and created by
husband and wife partnership Gerry and Sylvia
Anderson, its episodes told of the exciting adventures
of an organisation called International Rescue, led by
philanthropist Jeff Tracy and his team
of sons who volunteered their time and
even put their lives on the line every
week to save civilisation from natural
perils, manmade calamities, and acts
of espionage, all using the very latest,
futuristic, 21st century
technology. I was rather pleased to
see recently that ITV has just brought
the series back in an updated version
for a 21st century audience.

An AGM was called for 12th March and I, along with
two other members of the YHACS committee (we all
squeezed into Thunderbird One for the trip) met up
at the home of Enid Hool, one of the retiring Horbury
Civic Society committee members, with the rest of the
HCS committee. The rest, as they say, is history and I
can now confirm that the YHACS committee members
now have new and additional roles as members of
the Horbury Civic Society committee – I am the chair,
Helen Kidman is Secretary and Richard Ward is
treasurer.
We have to sort out some of the admin – getting
registered with the Charity Commission as the new
trustees and being recognised as signatories on the
bank account but we’ll be creating a new brand and
image for the Society over the coming months –
we’re already on Twitter, of course,
and there’s a website on the way.
Then, when we have everything in
place, we plan to call a public
meeting of Horbury townsfolk to see
if there is sufficient interest to form a
new committee, at which point,
YHACS committee members will step
down and return to Tracy Island to
await our next call.

Whether I’m the new Jeff Tracy or not,
The Horbury Tapestry
there are times when I feel like I could
Except that call has already come
well be part of the Yorkshire branch
through…..I’ll say more about our
of a modern-day version of
second call in the next edition of Society Insight
International Rescue. I recently took a call from Joan but in the meantime; if your Society is struggling
Fawcett, chair of Horbury Civic Society to alert me to to survive, please don’t press the self-destruct
the probability that the Society was about to close. A button until you have spoken to YHACS!
lack of members and the sad deaths of two committee members, Joan’s husband Ted and former treasKevin Trickett
urer Harry Driffill, in 2014 had left the remaining
committee members feeling that their only option was
to close the Society and wind up its affairs…..
Fortunately, YHACS was able to mount its own rescue
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YHACS PETER SPAWFORTH AWARDS FOR
2014 PRESENTED AT HARROGATE AGM
Some 70 YHACS members from across the region
met for the 2014 Annual General Meeting at
Cedar Court Hotel in Harrogate on 31st January.
During the meeting the Society
judged to have produced the
best community project in 2014
was awarded the Peter
Spawforth Award (left). Ten
societies from the region had
competed and the top three
receiving awards from YHACS
President Peter Cooper, were:WINNER
SELBY CIVIC SOCIETY
For its innovative “Swanning Around Selby”
interactive guide to the history and heritage of
Selby.

Selby Civic Society’s Chairman, Michael Dyson
receiving the Trophy, citation and a cheque for
£200.

RUNNER-UP 2nd PLACE
SCARBOROUGH & DISTRICT CIVIC SOCIETY

Scarborough’s Chairman, Adrian Perry receiving a
citation and a cheque for £100.

RUNNER-UP 3rd PLACE
HULL CIVIC SOCIETY

Hull member Malcolm Sharman receiving a citation
and a cheque for £50.
Photos courtesy of Brian Ward
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FIVE YEAR
LAND SUPPLY
We are frequently assured by government about
the importance and priority of localism. It will be
blindingly obvious to fellow members of the civic
movement that nobody understands local needs,
requirements and potential problems as well as
local people (the clue is in the title) - providing
they can avoid the pitfalls of NIMBYism.

inspector mainly due to the lack of a current 5yls (I’ll
draw a sorry veil over the other reasons).

Sadly the NPPF does not include a clear definition of
the 5yls, so the goalposts are continually moving.
One goalpost relocation states the requirement for a
20% buffer, which effectively means a 6yls. Even if
the PA approve sufficient housing to satisfy the 5yls,
We also have a new National Planning Policy
they still run into problems if developers obtain
Framework (NPPF) which, in keeping with the
permission, then sit on the land. If some or all the
government’s stated aim of building their way out houses remain unbuilt, they cannot be included in the
of recession, requires a presumption in favour of
5yls, thus leaving the authorities vulnerable to further
approval for planning applications.
predatory development. Alternatively, the PA can
keep passing every plan and risk overdevelopment,
The NPPF decrees that planning authorities (PA)
lack of planned infrastructure and the ire of the local
must have a 5 year land supply (5yls) i.e. sufficient populace (and those annoying Civic Societies). A
numbers of approved applications in an area to
reasonable analogy is a sink with a line marked
achieve the house building requirement for any
around the inside. The taps are running full blast and
rolling 5 year period according to the Local Plan
the plug is out, but the water level must somehow be
(LP) and in line with government policy. The plans kept bang on that line – but unfortunately the
must be formally passed and all permissions,
developers are at liberty to vary the size of the
conditions and paperwork completed to be eligible. plughole! I’m sure you can see the Catch 22 situation
that PA’s have been forced into, while big
If a somewhat predatory or mercenary developer developers appear to have been granted total
targets an authority without a valid LP, or just
immunity from any social responsibility by the NPPF.
without a 5yls, they can make a mockery of any
One can but wonder if this was by accident or design
sensible local planning strategy that takes into
from a government that said they would build their
account essential infrastructure - schools, roads,
way out of recession.
medical facilities etc.. With the aid of a top drawer
legal team, developers can force plans through Incidentally, I was moved to write this piece after
invariably via a planning inquiry and usually
listening to local planning officers desperately
accompanied by a huge claim for costs. Planning
explaining their plight with the 5yls and had the facts
strategy using preferred sites, accepted rates of
confirmed by an equally exasperated member of the
growth and demand and the necessary
planning committee.
infrastructure fails miserably and localism is firmly
trampled over. There is often a ’school bully’
If any semblance of localism is to be restored to town
system in operation, where cash strapped PA’s can planning, we all need to recognise the failings of the
boss small local builders around, while forced to
current system and apply pressure to fix it. It is a job
kowtow to the big boys.
for government of whatever colour, preferably
influenced by the civic movement - local or national.
In Kirkbymoorside, population circa 2,280,
Gladman were variously given, then refused
Consequently, it is most welcome - and no surprise
permission for 250 new houses in a less than
- to see that Civic Voice has issued a new
impressive series of debacles by Ryedale DC
manifesto entitled ‘Localism for Real’.
planning authority and committee. The application
was clearly contrary to the valid LP in location and
Mike Potter
size, strongly opposed by the local community and
Pickering Civic Society
will potentially increase the town’s population by
circa 30% in one fell swoop and with no plans for
infrastructure improvements. It was passed by the
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PONTEFRACT CIVIC SOCIETY
DESIGN AWARDS 2014

Peter Taylor Chairman of the Civic Society’s
Conservation Environment and Planning Committee
presented awards in three categories:

This is for a newly designed or significantly altered
ground floor façade which enhances or surpasses
the character and quality of the adjacent ground
floor façades. This award applies specifically to the
retail or office ground floor façade in a
Conservation Area.

The Heritage Award, awarded to Crown Estate
Agents.

The Commercial/Civic Award, awarded to
Opening the Book.

This is for a newly designed or significantly altered
building that enhances or surpasses the
character and quality of the street-fronting elevation
and its historical setting. This award applies
specifically to the entire building and is closely linked
to Pontefract’s heritage.

This is for a newly designed or refurbished
commercial, civic or public building as a result of a
new build or significantly altered existing building.

The Annual Pontefract Civic Society Design
Awards ceremony took place on 17th March 2015.

The Countess of Rosse Façade of the Year Award,
awarded to 34-36 Ropergate.

Paul Cartwright, Secretary of Pontefract Civic
Society, thanked fellow judges Peter Taylor,
Christine Cartwright, Allan Blaza, Norman
Blackburn, Karl Gilbert, and Dr Claire MacDonald
for their time and efforts in identifying the three
worthy winners.
For further information contact:
Martin Lodge
Vice Chairman
Telephone: 01977 796 456
Email: info@pontefractcivicsociety.org.uk
www.pontefractcivicsociety.org.uk

Photos courtesy of Christine Cartwright and Martin Lodge
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PONTEFRACT CHAIRMAN
STEPS DOWN
Peter Cookson, Chairman of Pontefract Civic
Society for the past 20 years, handed over the
reins of office to incoming Chairman Paul
Cartwright at the Society’s Annual General
Meeting on 17th March.
A former teacher at the King’s School, Peter is well
known for his life-long interest and involvement in the
railways, choral singing and the Methodist Church.
In twenty years as chair of the society, Peter has
taken a lead role in issues affecting planning and
highways and spent many hours with the railway
planners and franchise bidders discussing the best
way to improve train services for our area. He has
also forged strong links Councillors and Cabinet
Members to ensure that the voice of Pontefract is
heard.
Paul Cartwright paid tribute to the fact that Peter
has always found time to become actively involved
with other community groups over the years and,
more recently, activities to celebrate the 800th
anniversary of the Magna Carta.
Peter thanked members for their support throughout
the past 20 years and announced that he will still be
an active member of the Society and will Chair its
Land Use and Transport Committee.

On behalf of the Society Paul Cartwright (above,
right) presented Peter with a framed certificate
awarding him the role of Honorary President.
For further information contact:
Martin Lodge
Vice Chairman
Telephone: 01977 796 456
Email: info@pontefractcivicsociety.org.uk
www.pontefractcivicsociety.org.uk

NEXT YHACS MEETING
SATURDAY APRIL 25TH 1.00 - 4:00 PM
AT

GROVE HOUSE, ABBEYFIELD ILKLEY,
12, RIDDINGS ROAD, ILKLEY
LS29 9BF
(LOCATION MAP ON PAGE 16)

GUEST SPEAKER
ADRIAN SPAWFORTH, MD OF SPAWFORTHS
“THE GREEN BELT IS DEAD – LONG LIVE THE GREEN BELT”
CONTACT: KEVIN TRICKETT ON 01924 361180 OR INFO@YHACS.ORG.UK
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STREETS FOR ALL
by the Department for Transport, the consortium
includes Civic Voice, the umbrella charity for civic
societies; the Chartered Institution of Highways and
Transportation; and the Public Realm Information and
Advice Network. There was also input from English
Heritage, the Institute of Highway Engineers, Living
Streets, Transport for London, the Urban Design
Group and, representing the health sector, the
National Heart Foundation.

Kensington High Street before and after decluttering
Source: www.transformingcities.co.uk/kensington-high-street-revamped/

Streetscape is not a word that trips easily off the
tongue. Like ‘gate’ (from Watergate, and hence to,
for example, Squidgygate and, most recently and
perhaps most appropriately, ‘Plebgate’) the suffix
‘scape’ has broken the bounds of its original
meaning and can be tacked on to any word,
appropriate or not.
It is, of course, from ‘landscape’ that the ‘-scape’
ending is derived. The word ‘landscape’ seems to
have come into English through Middle Dutch
‘lantscap’, which means a local region – though that
in turn might have come from the Old English word
‘landscipe’. The word seems to have come back into
English in the 18th century: it was originally used to
describe paintings, but Joseph Addison was among
the first to use it in its modern sense in ‘The
Spectator’ in June 1712, when he wrote that ‘a Man
might make a pretty Landskip of his own
Possessions’.

And to what end do all these bodies point the
readers of this publication? It’s a target that this
column has, over the years, pointed to – the reduction
of clutter and the reclamation of the streets from too
much assorted signage and ironmongery. As the
Minister for Transport, Robert Goodwill MP, says in
the introduction to the report, ‘Unnecessary street
furniture and signs not only make streets unattractive
places but also increase costs for local authorities.
Cluttered streets can also be confusing for drivers
and pedestrians, affecting safety’. And, he states,
‘Decluttering is high on the coalition government’s
agenda.’
In the first section, the report says, ’Most streets have
been designed, or adapted, over the last fifty years
or so primarily for the movement of motor traffic. This
function continues to be important but it should no
longer dominate in the way it used to. . . There is now
a greater inclination to reduce traffic speed so that
people have more freedom to cross the road where
they want to’.

But look at many town and city centres–and you will
see that this is just not possible. Pedestrians are so
hedged about with barriers and bollards that they
are channelled into very few crossing points. And
such barriers do not encourage better and more
When ‘streetscape’ was first used is not clear – it
considerate behaviour by drivers; on the contrary,
doesn’t seem to have hit the dictionaries before the
they give a false sense that drivers have priority,
early 1990s – but it has certainly moved up the
with a clear route ahead. If the design of the road
lexicographical charts since then. Many local auis altered, if spaces are clearly delineated by
thorities have re-designated their local highways
changes in paving rather than by physical barriers, it
and street-cleaning teams as ‘Streetscape’, and the has been shown that the speed of traffic will be
term has been acknowledged as a useful short-cut to modified as drivers have to take more care.
describing how our streets look in all their aspects –
buildings, paving, highways, street furniture, trees . . And it’s not just a matter of pedestrian safety; such
changes can also have an economic effect. ‘Given
And a recent publication, ‘Street Design for All’, has the opportunity,’ says the report, ‘people will engage
appeared, which deals entirely with streetscape. It’s in a very wide range of activities and movement
been brought together by a formidable group; led patterns within a street. Streets that are interesting
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SPEN VALLEY’S LUDDITE PROJECT
AT THE SHEARS INN
On April 11th 2015 Spen
Valley Civic Society
proudly unveiled the
latest part of its Luddite
project.

A649 Dewsbury to
Halifax road, 150 metres
from Spen Valley Civic
Society’s Sparrow Park
with its striking Luddite
statue.

A plaque has been
installed at the historic Shears Inn,
where in 1811-1812, croppers met
and swore the Luddite oath of secrecy,
before planning the destruction of
newly-invented shearing machines
which were destroying their
livelihoods.

The next installations will be two
information/story boards at two other
“Luddite” sites, followed by the
publication of our Luddite Trail: two
circular walks linking all the places in
Spen Valley connected to the Luddite
uprisings. You’ll be able to download
the two walk leaflets from our website,
and they’ll be available in Spen Valley
libraries and many other local
facilities.

The plaque was unveiled by landlord
Paul Black, who’s promoted the historic
connections between The Shears Inn
and the Luddites since taking over the
pub. The inn is in Liversedge, by the

Erica Amende

STREETS FOR ALL
(CONTINUED)

and pedestrian-friendly allow people to make their
own choices on what to do and which route to take.
The greater variety of activity that a street can
accommodate – walking, sitting, chatting with friends,
browsing and window shopping – the more successful
it is likely to be.’
So removing clutter is, the report suggests, good all
round. If there is no overarching view of the
streetscape, it’s too easy for clutter to accumulate –
solving a short-term problem with another bollard is
never the answer. And it’s easy to do away with
clutter. Do street lights and cameras need to be each
on their own pole? Can they be put on buildings
instead? Do we really need a line of bollards or a
run of railings to keep traffic and pedestrians apart
– or can we demarcate their spaces with paving and
rely on their sense to keep them apart – in other
words, not treat either drivers or pedestrians as if
they are unable to look after their own safety.
The report looks at a scheme in Poynton in Cheshire
that has not only got rid of the clutter, but, at a
formerly hazardous junction, has removed the traffic
lights. The result, it says, is that vehicles approach the

junction more slowly but the traffic is much freerflowing; ‘drivers are able to cope with and give way to
pedestrians on courtesy crossings and then
negotiate individually with other drivers as they move
through the junction.’

As well as these basics, ‘Street Design for All’ looks at
a variety of other aspects of streetscape, including
how the design of streets can encourage healthier
lifestyles, not only by encouraging walking but also
by preventing the build-up of pollutants as the traffic
keeps moving.
As Griff Rhys-Jones, President of Civic Voice, says,
‘These are difficult economic times but we believe
investment in our public realm will lead to increased
civic pride, and more attractive and safer towns and
cities. It will lead to a stronger feeling of community.’

If we could deliver more of that in Ripon and in
other cities and towns, we’d all be much better off.
David Winpenny
Ripon Civic Society
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CIVIC VOICE’S UPDATE ON
FUNDING FOR COMMUNITIES
First Steps programme
Are you interested in developing practical action
plans to improve your neighbourhood or housing
estate? The Community Development Foundation in
partnership with Locality will be supporting 115
communities to decide what they do and don't like in
their area, what steps are needed to make positive
changes, and which local partners they need to bring
on board to make it happen.
The programme is aimed at small community groups.
It offers practical support and grants to help
develop community action plans: groups can get
£2500 to work with others to help write their plan,
as well as access to skills training, and a mentor to
see them through the process. Participants will also
be plugged into networks of other people who are
doing similar things.
Groups can apply from 1 April 2015 and the closing
date is 8 May 2015 so if you're interested head
over to:
http://www.mycommunity.org.uk/programme/firststeps to find out more.
Community Economic Development programme
The Community Economic Development (CED)
programme is a new initiative designed for local
community groups and organisations who want to
take a lead in shaping their economies for the
benefit of local communities. If you belong to a
community that wants to work towards seeing real
economic change in your area - whether this is in
food, housing, finance, energy or any other local
economic opportunities - then the CED programme
will set you on the right path.
The programme provides specialist support, advice
and grant funding to help residents, local business
and public sector organisations to work together to
develop the best ideas to strengthen the local
economy.
Whether that's working on a strategy to promote
local spending, exploring the possibility of
developing a rural broadband co-operative, or
working with key organisations to promote
community-led housing, this programme wants
passionate people who are committed to working
together on a local economic plan that can deliver
real local benefits.
For more information visit
http://mycommunity.org.uk/programme/communityeconomic-development/
Neighbourhood Planning Programme

Do you belong to a community that would like to
shape its future growth and development? For
example, have a say over where new homes, shops
and offices are built, where green spaces are
protected, and what new buildings look like. If so,
you can do this by developing a Neighbourhood
Plan, which is used in judging planning applications
and has the same weight in law as a Local Planning
Authority's Local Plan.
The 2015-18 Neighbourhood Planning Support
Programme is now open to help you to do this. The
Programme provides grants of up to £8,000 for all
neighbourhood planning groups, and those groups
facing more difficult issues can access expert help
from planning specialists, and may also be eligible
for a further £6,000 in grant. A phone and web
advice service is also available alongside a range of
resources to help groups progress their plans.
For more information please visit:
http://mycommunity.org.uk/programme/neighbourho
od-planning/
Community Buildings & Housing Programme
Do you belong to a Community that would like to
bring forward new community buildings or housing,
and obtain planning permission for it, without having
to apply to the Local Planning Authority through the
normal planning application process? For example ,
this could include getting permission for communityled developments such as affordable housing for
rent, community facilities such as a children's
playground, or the conversion of disused buildings
into community facilities. If so, you can do this by
preparing a 'Community Right to Build Order' and
the 2015-18 Community Buildings & Housing Support
Programme is available to help you to do this.
The Programme provides two types of support - the
Community Buildings Pre-Feasibility Grant of up to
£10,000 and the Community Buildings Project
Support Grant of up to £40,000. These will help you
to refine and assess the viability of your proposal,
and will help you with collecting evidence and
information needed to take the project forward
through to getting permission. The Programme is now
open so if you are interested please visit:
http://mycommunity.org.uk/programme/communitybuildings-housing/
The advice reproduced above was published on
www.civicvoice.org.uk by Civic Voice on 28th March 2015
- Editor
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CLEETHORPES STATION’S
NEW WELCOME SIGN UNVEILED
In February 2015 Grimsby, Cleethorpes and
District Civic Society Executive Committee joined
with First TransPennine Express Trains (TPE) to
unveil a new "Welcome to Cleethorpes" sign
on Cleethorpes Train Station.
It had taken nearly three years to get the sign
installed. Back in early 2012, the Civic Society had
restored a “Welcome to Grimsby” sign on the
approach to Grimsby Town Station. The Committee
thought that a “Welcome to Cleethorpes” sign
would be a logical next step, especially as the
150th anniversary of the train
coming to Cleethorpes in 1863
was then approaching. Of course,
the Grimsby sign had replaced an
existing installation - a decaying
“Welcome to Europe’s Food Town”
sign erected by the old Grimsby
Borough Council. As the sign was
already standing on the railside,
although the new framework was
built by one of our committee
members, any replacement had to be erected by
Network Rail staff (for anyone who doesn’t follow
the intricacies of rail franchising, Network Rail owns
the infrastructure, while companies like TPE are
tenants who operate the station and trains). This
helped to reduce some of the associated costs and
permissions for the Grimsby sign. The Cleethorpes
sign would be a new project from the ground up,
with no short cuts.
In September 2012 our then-secretary Pauline Lee
and Vice-Chair Alan Nicholson, met with Dean
Lancaster, the station manager for TPE who
enthusiastically agreed to a free standing doublesided sign greeting arrivals between platforms
Two and Three. Quotations were obtained for
making and installing a robust metal sign meeting
Network Rail’s specifications for “platform
furniture”. In an attempt to defray the rising costs
we attempted a partnership with some like-minded
groups. Unfortunately, this was the start of several
months of delay. While we were able to put this
aside without any recriminations, we missed the
150th anniversary that had inspired the project.
Nevertheless, we decided to continue into 2014.
After discussing several options, our Treasurer,
Alan Holmes, drew up a revised plan for a
one-sided sign on Platform One. As this backs onto
the Car Park, would only need one printed
side. Even so, we still had to negotiate with
Network Rail to get permission to work. By now
Network Rail had moved from paper applications,

to a web-based form. In some ways this was helpful ,
as it saved repetition when we had to amend the
application. However, my geriatric web-browser
didn’t always work well with Network Rail’s software,
leading to a few frustrating late-night sessions in
front of the computer. The main problem was that
Network Rail’s engineer needed to be sure our sign
would survive the force of the winds coming straight
off the seafront onto Platform One. Over the months
the sign moved (on paper) to various sites in the
station. Eventually, Alan met with Dean Lancaster and
was able to put forward a
proposal which Dean successfully
discussed with Network Rail’s
engineer. The sign would actually
be erected in the car park,
peeping over the fence. This
eliminated any concerns about
potentially digging into services
beneath the station platform. The
solar powered car park meter
behind the sign would provide
protection from cars. Alan got his
materials together, and with the help of his son finally
erected the sign in the dying hours of 2014.
Ironically, due to engineering works and some poor
weather we weren’t able to arrange the public
unveiling of the sign until February 2015.
The lessons we learned are probably self-evident. It’s
probably true to say that a project will always cost
more and take longer than you estimated (although
whether anyone would ever start a project if they
acknowledged it is a matter for debate). However,
when you’re working on rail property you won’t get
any concession for being a voluntary group. You have
to meet the same quality and safety standards as
any other contractor. While meeting those standards
may be fine when it’s your day job and you have the
financial resources of a company to draw on, it’s not
so easy when you’re doing this in your spare time
( “Big Society” take note).
Finally, as Tom Peters would say, you should
never underestimate the human capital of the skills
your committee members can bring.
Graeme Bassett
Grimsby District & Cleethorpes Civic Society
The Grimsby Telegraph photo shows Civic Executive Member Pete Milsom, Kathryn O’Brien customer services director of TransPennine Express, Executive Member Ann Turner, Treasurer Alan Holmes, Membership
Secretary Teresa Bassett, Civic Executive Chair Martyn Turner, Stephen
Lee, head of customer service TPE and Dean Lancaster, station manager.
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NEW BUILDINGS OF HULL
A BRIEF REVIEW
There are a surprising number of new buildings in
Hull but few may be regarded as great
architecture. Some, however, are of significant
merit; they enhance our city and are worthy of
your consideration.
Contemporary architecture is like art in that many
people seem to “know what they like” without really
knowing why. By studying new buildings with an
open mind, the nuances of form, proportion and
modern materials result in design solutions which
expand our experience and provide a basis for an
informed response to radical architectural styles.
Where do we start and how far do we go back?
Certain buildings as
obvious as the Hull
Royal Infirmary
(1967), The Deep
(2002 - left) and to
some extent the KC
Stadium (2002)
have become icons
and now
representative of our city, although at their inception
they seemed such a stark contrast with what had
gone before. Remember the Classical façade of HRI
on Prospect Street and the woeful lack of facilities at
Boothferry Park. These new replacements are now
wholly accepted and the enormous progress they
represent now barely appreciated! Is it significant
that the HRI block still dominates our city skyline
after almost 50 years? The City Council did
particularly well to secure the genius of Terry Farrell
to design The Deep. He has created a sensational
building - is it a ship or is it a shark? It provides a
home for a universally renowned submarium and is
the city’s major tourist attraction – educational in
every respect. So, NEW buildings can seriously
affect our quality of life.
There are certain categories of buildings which best
illustrate the impact of the new in our city but none
more radical than the Scale Lane Bridge. (By
McDowell and Benedetti, completed finally in 2014).
This extraordinary swing bridge recently received
the Civic Society Shearsmith Award (given to the
best Good Mark of the year in the field of design).
This bridge is unique in both appearance and
function. It is a pedestrian bridge joining the old
town to the East bank. It pivots like a pin ball flipper
to allow shipping to pass. It was first commissioned
by developers Hull Forward to link with THE BOOM,

a mixed retail and residential area designed to
occupy the Tower Street waterfront. It now leads to
the only BOOM building so far constructed, the
Chetwood Associates’ Premier Inn tower, 2009 below). This sculptural building has borne much
criticism but has great views of the Hull and Humber
from the restaurant
floor terrace. Its first
seven floors are all
car parking, above
that the rest is
budget
accommodation.
Take the lift and
change your mind
about the building.
At sunset it looks
like the hulking keep of a medieval garrison – funny
that? Nearby the Tidal Surge Barrier (1980 - above)
(is an elegant arched defender of the City and the
River Hull basin by resolutely lowering an effective
steel barrier to carry out its eponymous task.
The city centre is undergoing fundamental change as
retail outlets on the edge of the city (all new
buildings here, smart and pristine but seeming
strangely temporary) challenge the former
dominance of “shopping in the town”. In 1991 Hugh
Martin & Partners landed an alien craft on the waters
of the Princes Dock and Princes Quay became the
city’s premier shopping destination. It is a
remarkable construction with exposed posts and
cables making reference to the sailing ships which
once graced this dock. It does look well, particularly
when lit up at night and the interior atrium is a really
superb space.
I petitioned against this structure in 1989 as it
destroyed the integrity of the original Prince Dock
over which it is built, appearing to float above the
remaining visible water on pilotti. How times change
– the Centre is now suffering since the opening of St
Stephens and the Interchange on Ferensway. The new
buildings in Ferensway have perhaps made the
biggest impact on the city centre in recent times. A
stranger visiting Hull for the first time and arriving at
the Interchange will be impressed by the quality of
the surroundings and the modernity of the St
Stephens development. Thus, new buildings have the
power to re-establish a sense of pride and improve
morale if we are able to appreciate fully the
(Continued on page 13)
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NEW BUILDINGS OF HULL
A BRIEF REVIEW (CONTINUED)
characteristic properties that others
admire in our town.
The main focus of attention is the
structure and scale of St Stephen’s
shopping centre (built 2007 by
Holder Matthias, architects - left).
It is essentially a curving covered
street with an undulating glazed
roof. This serpentine roof,
designed by Norman Foster &
Partners, is four storeys above the shoppers and the
space is busily articulated by escalators, lifts and 40
foot long glass bridges crossing through space. A
ship-like structure houses a café and seems to hover
in mid-air. It is breath-taking
and certainly lifts the spirits as you would expect
within a Cathedral - this one dedicated to the God
of Retail. The development site included the
refurbishment of the bus and rail stations to create
the Interchange
(Wilkinson Eyre).
Also part of the
scheme is the
remarkable form
of the Albemarle
Music Centre right - with its
intensely Lavender
Cone containing a
suitable auditorium. This building is exciting both
inside and out and it seems a mistake for it to be
squashed away between the Holiday Inn and the
New Hull Truck Theatre (2009). Hull Truck replaced
the former Spring Street Theatre and it was
specifically designed to retain some of the
characteristics of the previous much smaller
auditorium. The interior is comfortable and the
architects (Wright & Wright) have employed ecobuild principles to create the “greenest” theatre in
Britain for which they received a Civic Trust Award.
Further new buildings exist within the centre situated
to the East towards the River Hull. Of educational or
archival function they bring the benefits of
inspirational design and sustainable environment to
the community.
The most distinctive in design and
purpose is the Hull History Centre
(Pringle Richards and Sharratt, 2009
- right). The Civic Society was
consulted by the City Council and
these eminent architects as to what

was required of this local history resource and archive
centre. The outcome is splendid in meeting the needs
of both researchers and curatorial staff. Its major
feature is a translucent arcade of transparent
polymer cushions supported by plywood beams. This
curved organic form seems so impossible but makes
this building a great asset to our anthology of striking
architectural forms. If you haven’t visited yet it’s next
to the Old English Gentleman on Worship Street. It’s
yours to enjoy!
Close by is the newly refurbished former Nautical
School buildings stylishly converted to provide a new
home for Trinity House School. Hull College has
invested in new buildings on George Street. The
Horncastle Media and Performance Arts Centre is
designed as a showpiece serving a state-of-the art
local drama school. It has an enormous four-storey
curved glass wall as a bravura display on entrance.
The Chesters Learning Resource Centre building next
door has a giant brise-soleil fixed to the exterior for
decorative effect and the functional requirements of
this glass structure, (both buildings by DLA Architects,
2004).
This review has covered
mainly the city centre and it
is fairly comprehensive. My
chief regret is to report the
demolition of the Arc
building (right) on Blanket
Row. The Arc building was
perhaps the most original
and distinctive building ever
erected in the city centre. It
was designed by Niall
McLaughlin, architects
(2006) to be re-locatable and eco-sustainable,
winning an ARIBA Award for innovation of structure
and green energy attributes. Apart from its external
appearance and triangular shaped roof it housed a
most successful Centre for Excellence in architecture
and environmental design. It seems a sad loss in light
of the demands of the upcoming 2017 City of Culture.
Architecture is an important aspect of our culture.
There are many other worthy new buildings in our
city. The Building Schools for the
Future initiative has given us
outstanding new models for school
design. Sirius Academy in the
West and Archbishop Sentamu in
East Hull are thriving and enjoying
improved results.
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NEW BUILDINGS OF HULL
A BRIEF REVIEW (CONCLUSION)

SUBTERRANEAN GOINGS-ON
IN BRADFORD!

The University of Hull continues to grow and the
quality of campus design makes it attractive to
students. The Brynmor Jones library (1969) is a
masterpiece and at last has a new improved main
entrance by the extension of its Southern façade of
a quality worthy of its status. The Business School
has successfully found an architect able to marry
together the old Training College buildings on the
West campus and as a “Tour de Force” create an
impressive two storey glazed main entrance which is
radically modern and a further success for Farrell &
Clark 2007. Outside, the two large sculptured heads
by Joe Hillier are easily the best recent public
sculpture in the city and their positioning here is
inspired.
Health care provision across the city has been
transformed by the building of many new Health
Centres to a very high specification. Those new
centres built at Orchard Park, Newington and the
“flagship” Wilberforce Centre in Storey Street are
worthy of attention and in common with similar
centres in the local authority area provide 5 star
facilities for treatment.
Conclusion
Civic Society members and the populous in general
know much about the heritage of Hull and the
relevance of many of its old buildings. However,
fewer people are sufficiently aware of the extent of
new building in the city and the profound effect
developments are having on our lives. Increasingly,
the chances are that you may be already living or
working in a new building in Hull. Across the city
there are hundreds of new buildings in all categories
ranging from the large scale proposals for an
Olympic Pool and Ice Arena on the Edwin Davies
site (announced 04/03/15) to small one-off
residences to be found in the suburbs (see St Ninian’s
Walk off Chanterlands Avenue). Stylish and alluring
car showrooms together with vast warehouses
(ARCO) are sited in Priory Park. There are
gleaming office developments along the river at
Humber Quays and smart apartment blocks to be
found at Queens Court (BBC) and Freedom Quays.

The Westfield Broadway Centre, an impressive and
extensive shopping mall above ground, may
well reinvigorate Bradford's city centre, but a
couple of hundred yards away a stunningly
original development is taking place below ground.

All these and many others are raising our
aspirations and promising a better future by
design - creating a positive impression of Hull as
a dynamic and thrusting modern city.
Malcolm Sharman
Hull Civic Society
Photos courtesy of Malcolm Sharman & David Moss

This is Sunbridgewells, which, to quote its publicity, is
"a unique development within the centre of Bradford. It
is located under Sunbridge Road and surrounding
buildings".
The morning of Saturday
28th March 2015 was
wet and windy in
Bradford, so I did not
expect many people to
turn up for Bradford Civic
Society’s planned visit to
Sunbridgewells - maybe
ten or a dozen at best - so it came as a
pleasant surprise to find a crowd of perhaps sixty
members and their guests waiting patiently in the
rain outside the entrance to Sunbridgewells for our
scheduled guided tour. In we went, entering a
subterranean labyrinth of tunnels built into a
steep hillside which rises from Centenary Square.
Already much has been done to transform the tunnels,
so that they will eventually accommodate a
dozen retail units and three bars on three interlinked
levels. The first phase of the project is due to open
this summer. It was
all rather exciting.
Westfield Broadway
is due to open next
Christmas; the
magnificent City
Park is already up
and running; the
Odeon is well on track to be revamped - and now
we have Sunbridgewells!
Bradford Civic Society members had a certain
spring in their steps when they walked away from
the entrance of this rather wonderful new
development - even though it was still raining and
blowing a gale.
For more information about the project, go to
www.sunbridgewells.com
Alan Hall
Bradford Civic Society
Photos from http://www.sunbridgewells.com
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ARE YOU TROUBLED BY YOUR
HIGHWAY AUTHORITY?
The national body for civic societies,

TRADITIONAL WINDOWS
WHY KEEP THEM?
A good question. It’s the fashionable thing in
some areas to take a traditional house and gut it
of all features and replace them with the latest
fashion of PVC-u windows and new interiors.
Why? We ask you to consider if it is necessary to
replace traditional windows.
The advertising literature would have you believe it’s
the only way to achieve current energy efficiency
standards. Well that’s not correct and English
Heritage have been doing research over the last few
years and can prove it’s not correct. A new
publication ‘Traditional windows; their care, repair and
upgrading’ published on 25th September 2014,
confirms that following previous research such things
as basic draught proofing of sash windows can
reduce air infiltration by as much as 86%. Heat loss
through glass and frames can be significantly
reduced by adopting simple measures like closing
thick curtains and plain roller blinds. Secondary
glazing and shutters produce similar results and a
combination of techniques can easily achieve Uvalues below the figure of 2.0 to meet building
regulations. The energy efficiency argument for
replacing traditional windows is therefore greatly
reduced, but there are other good reasons for
maintaining traditional windows, the historic value of
the property and secondly, the aesthetic value.
You only have to look at two adjacent properties,
one with and one without traditional windows to see
that PVC-u windows change completely the
character of a building. More important however to
most home owners is the value of their property and
English Heritage research of estate agents has shown
that PVC-u windows are’ the biggest threat to
property values in Conservation Areas’. ‘Of the
estate agents surveyed 82% agreed that original
features added financial value to homes and 78%
thought they helped sell houses more quickly’. Other
research into the value of houses in well-maintained
Conservation Areas shows these houses sell for 23%
more than comparable houses outside the
Conservation Area. As more houses lose traditional
features this percentage reduces.
Would you wish to not only reduce the value of
your own property but also contribute to the
reduced value of your neighbours?
For further information, see also ‘Thermal performance of Traditional
windows’ English Heritage 2009 and ‘An assessment of the effects of
Conservation Areas on value’ LSE 2012.

Peter Cooper

David Blackburn
Ilkley Civic Society
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REUBEN CHAPPELL ART TRAIL TO
CELEBRATE GOOLE’S MARITIME HERITAGE
Goole Civic Society is to create an outdoor art
trail celebrating the town’s renowned “Pierhead
Painter” Reuben Chappell.
Chappell was born in Goole in 1870 and made a
living by painting pictures of sailing and steam ships
that visited the docks, taking commissions from ships’
captains and crew. He later moved to Cornwall and
became one of the best and most prolific ship’s
portrait artists, painting more than 12,000 pictures
of vessels from all over northern Europe during his
lifetime.

To find out more about the trail and the work of
Goole Civic Society, members of the public are
invited to attend the society’s annual general meeting
to be held at 7.15pm on Wednesday April 29 at the
Lowther Hotel in Aire Street, Goole. All are welcome.

Framed weather-proof reproductions of Chappell’s
works will be mounted on buildings around Goole
to form the art trail, paying tribute to both the artist
and the town’s fascinating maritime heritage. Trail
guide booklets will be available free from the
town’s library and museums.
Goole Civic Society has secured funding for the
project from the East Riding of Yorkshire Council
High Street Fund, established to revitalise town
centres, and donations from local businesses.
Use of the paintings for reproduction is being
provided by Goole Museum, which houses a large
Reuben Chappell collection, and by Goole-based
shipbroker Peter Aarosin, who has a family
connection with the artist.
In 1910, Peter Aarosin’s grandfather, Captain Hans
Jørgen Aarosin, then a 17-year-old ship’s hand
aboard the Danish vessel Ansgar, commissioned a
watercolour of the ship while it was docked in
London. He later gave the painting to Peter, who
brought it to Chappell’s home town when he moved
to Goole from Denmark in the 1970s.
Peter Aarosin said: “It’s a really good project for the
local community, honouring a Goole man who was
very famous in maritime circles. It will encourage a lot
of people to look back on Goole’s proud history.”
The chair of Goole Civic Society, Margaret HicksClarke, said: “We are delighted to have raised the
funding and support to create the Reuben Chappell
Art Trail, which will take shape over the summer.
“In the late 19th and early 20th centuries, when
Reuben Chappell was painting in Goole, the town was
a bustling port, with ships arriving from all over the
world. We want to recreate some of that history.
“We hope the project will generate pride in Goole’s
unique heritage as a company-built port town.”

Shipbroker Peter Aarosin and Civic Society Chair Margaret Hicks-Clarke
with the watercolour of the Ansgar, given to Peter by his grandfather.

CONTACTS:
John Clarke, Press Officer, Goole Civic Society –
07976 147239;
Margaret Hicks-Clarke, Chair - 07841 802030
goolecivicsociety@gmail.com

THE LAST
WORD…..

You are here!

If the 2015 UK election shenanigans are getting
you down, this NASA photo might put things into
perspective. It shows the Earth and Moon imaged
from the Mars Curiosity Rover. It’s hard to see, but all
of human existence has happened on that one tiny
pixel!
As Carl Sagan said ...“on a mote of dust suspended in
a sunbeam”. - Editor
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Reg. Charity No. 1112290

www.yhacs.org.uk

The Yorkshire and
Humber Association of
Civic Societies (YHACS)
is the distinct voice of
the civic society movement in the Yorkshire
and Humber region,
and our vision is to enhance the quality of life
for all citizens in the
region by engaging
citizens not only in the
protection of local heritage but also in the promotion of
sustainable economic development and urban
renaissance.

Sat 25th April

YHACS Spring Meeting at Abbeyfield in Ilkley

Thurs 30th April

War Memorial Condition Survey Workshop,
Sheffield Showroom and Workstation,
15 Paternoster Row, Sheffield S1 2BX

Sat 20th June

National Civic Day

Sat 18th July

YHACS Summer Meeting in the Soroptomists’
Rooms, Skipton

Sat 10th October

YHACS Autumn Meeting in Pontefract (venue
tbc)

Fri 23rd-25th October

Civic Voice Annual Convention and AGM, Bristol

NEXT MEETING
IS A T
ABBEYFIELD, ILKLEY
ON
25TH APRIL 2015
FOR MORE DETAILS
SEE PAGE 7
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