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On a cold and windy Saturday in December, following a suggestion from our Vice-chairman Betty 

Bayliss, we collected money for the Rohilla commemoration fund, accompanied by a fairground organ playing 
seasonal tunes. In just four hours, we amassed the magnificent sum of £430. In a time of year when there are 
so many other costs, this was heart- warming and thanks are due to the people of Whitby and visitors who 
contributed, as well as everyone who helped with the collection.   David James



CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 2013 

I start my report on 2013 on a sad note as I recall the deaths of John Shorter and Dell Sewell. 
John was a formidable leading light in the Society and I will particularly miss the many discussions I 
had with him. Dell had been a key member of our Executive Committee. He resigned his post in late 
summer and passed in December. Both John and Dell made a tremendous contribution to the Society 
and both were gentle polite men. We will miss them both.

We were pleased to have Joyce Stangoe join us as a Member of the Executive Committee and 
to have Barry Atkinson accept the position of Vice President.

We have been blessed this year with a hard working Executive Committee although it has also 
been a challenging year. I thank all members of the Committee for their much valued support. Off the 
Committee I give particular thanks to all those who work so hard with our fund raising, with running 
our Society and events such as Give or Take. It has been a busy year.

Our Secretary David James has produced an excellent summary of our Lecture Year and we 
have also had excellent HODS. Our Heritage Open Day Venues attracted visitors from as far afield as 
New Zealand, Germany, Australia, United States, Italy and, this year from Lancashire as well. My 
thanks to everyone who made this event so effective. In addition members also had trips to St. Mary’s 
bell tower, Church Street Jet Museum and NYMR Archives.

We installed our 19th blue plaque at Bothams celebrating Elizabeth Botham – a much merited 
blue plaque. We also refitted a blue plaque at the newly fitted Angel. Once again I ask Society 
members to let us know of any new blue plaques or Certificates of Excellence that you would 
suggest.

Our key contributions on Planning Issues this year were our comprehensive review of the 
Whitby Conservation Plan and our comments on the faulty Park and Ride Scheme. I am delighted to 
see that the Park and Ride Scheme was reviewed.

Our financial report for the year shows that we have turned around our financial performance 
from the heavy losses that we made last year. That has been hard and I thank Libby Thompson for her 
hard work.

On membership we have again exceeded 100 members and it was my personal pleasure to 
thank Chris Whitlam for his hard work.

 And now – after a very busy 2013– here’s to a fabulous 2014. 

            George Dawson, Chairman.



Honorary Secretary’s Annual Report

My second year as honorary secretary for the Whitby Civic Society is almost completed. I have been  
kept busy and have enjoyed this year, having learnt even more about the history of Whitby, as well as having 
made some good contacts to help me out. As always, thanks are due for the support of the members and the 
Committee.  I continue to take my trusty reporter’s notebook and pen to all the meetings: although my lack of 
shorthand skills does result in a lot of scribbling, at least I have a verbatim record to help my memory when it  
comes to writing the report.

It  has been another good year for the Society.  Our monthly talks at the museum have been well-
attended, thanks to the interesting programme of talks arranged by Wynne Jones and I’m sure that this will 
continue to be so in the next year. The Committee has been very busy on behalf of members and we all hope  
that  together  we are contributing to  the  protection of the wonderful  heritage left  in our care  by previous  
generations.

Earlier this year, three Committee members of the Civic Society were invited to join the Committee 
organising the commemoration of the centenary of HMHS Rohilla grounding on the rocks off Whitby. We 
undertook to raise at least enough to cover the cost of the bronze commemoration plaque, in memory of the  
bravery of the rescuers and survivors during that terrible 50-hour period in October 1914 during a raging 
storm.  I’m sure the chairman will cover more details of our fund-raising in his report, but one event that 
impressed was the bottle raffle suggested and run most successfully by George and his helpers. This involved 
offering good bottles of wine as individual prizes and when a certain number of tickets were sold, a draw was  
held. The turnover was rapid, so there were several raffles during the day and the takings were excellent. .The 
sight of George ‘mugging’ (his term) passers-by was amazing and it was perhaps appropriate that he ran the 
bottle raffle during Pirates’ weekend! 

 

An excellent talk was given by the North Yorkshire Moors Railway archivist, Mark Sissons, at our  
March meeting. Subsequently, Committee member Julie Cownden organised a visit to the Railway archives in  
Pickering at the end of November, with a view to offering a further visit to our members. I am pleased to report  
that it was an excellent session, enjoyed by all of us. We were able to study plans of Whitby station going back  
to  the  very early days,  with  Mark  providing  much  additional  detail.  It  was  most  interesting  to  listen  to 
comments from colleagues with personal knowledge of the railway when the Whitby to Pickering line was in 
operation. If any members are interested in a visit, please let me know (e-mail in the next paragraph) and I’ll  
arrange another trip.  The only cost is a donation to the NYM Historical Railway Trust, travel and an optional 
donation to the Rohilla fund 

Once again, for reasons of speed and cost, I have only been able to keep in touch with members by
 e-mail and the occasional telephone call. I have done my best to keep Civic Society Members informed about 
forthcoming events. I do hope that those members who have been taking courses to improve their computer 
skills have enjoyed themselves and can now send and receive e-mails.  My Civic Society e-mail address is:-  
whitby_civic_society@yahoo.co.uk .

It was sad news to hear that our former Chairman, Dr John Shorter, passed away in April. The Civic  
Society in its present form owes much to John and he will be remembered with affection by many of us. I was  
also sorry to hear that Edward ‘Dell’ Sewell passed away on December 6 th. He was a dedicated member of the 
Executive committee from March 2012 until  ill-health forced his resignation in June this year. As well as  
always  contributing  to  our  discussions,  he  also  provided  a  monthly  summary  of  Civic  Voice,  each  one 
presented succinctly and efficiently. Dell was a lovely man, a true gentleman and it was a privilege to have 
known him.



On a happier note, there were other highlights during 2013. The Heritage Open Days were once again 
very successful, with over 2000 visitors to the various venues and many thanks are due to all the Members who 
greeted the visitors.  Nicholas and Susan Harty ran a very successful  Rohilla fund-raising tea in July.  The 
members’ comments on the Whitby Conservation Area proposals were detailed and constructive. These were 
included in a response to the Scarborough Borough Council Conservation Officer, Derek Green. A further 
meeting with Derek will be held early in the New Year.  The proposed traffic controls for Whitby proved 
controversial, as well as complicated, so members’ comments were sent to the Town, Borough and County 
Councils, our MP and Eric Pickles. Whether this had any effect is not known, but at least the plans have been  
simplified for a re-assessment.  The unveiling of a blue plaque in memory of Elizabeth Botham at the Skinner 
Street premises was well-deserved and was kindly sponsored by the family. We’ve continued to review every 
listed-building planning application and regularly presented our comments for or against the applications. Of 
course, much more was covered during the year, but suffice to say that our efforts have not been wasted. 
One final note of thanks should go to my wife, Maggie. Although she resigned from the Committee last year,  
she continues to work diligently on behalf of the Committee. Maggie does much of the typing, many of the 
‘phone calls and lots of other administration tasks. I am very grateful to her.

I  will  conclude  by saying  that  it  has  been  a  pleasure  to  act  as  Minutes  Secretary and Honorary 
Secretary during the year. As long as members wish me to continue in the role, then I am most happy to do so.

David James
Honorary Secretary
Whitby Civic Society

Whitby's 19th Plaque

  Following a successful Heritage Open Day Weekend Whitby Civic Society were again active on 7th October to 
unveil our 19th Blue Plaque in the Town.
Blue plaques are used to commemorate the people  who have 
made a major contribution to the  life of our beautiful town or 
to commemorate places in the town of great civic interest. 

It was my privilege to invite Mrs Audrey Botham to unveil 
our nineteenth, and surely one of our finest Blue Plaques, 
commemorating Elizabeth Botham, at 3:30 on Monday 
October 7th 2013. 

Since 1865, Elizabeth Botham & Sons has been a 
family run craft bakery here in the beautiful town of Whitby. 
It is poignant to remember that Elizabeth Botham and her 
husband John had been forced to make a new start in Whitby 
after they lost everything in an outbreak of cattle plague at 
their farm in Wykeham. Elizabeth while a busy mum worked 
to make ends meet by selling her home-baking around the 
area with a green handcart fitted with shelves. Elizabeth's 
reputation for her baking grew and a move to Raglan terrace 
saw the opening of the first Bothams shop. Bothams moved to 
Skinner Street, with a shop and an Ale house known as "the 
hole in the wall". Elizabeth, this hard working entrepreneur 
founder of Bothams, gave birth to fourteen children.                                      Elizabeth Botham

I am sure that you join me when I say Elizabeth would have been delighted to see Bothams 
today as a corner stone of our Whitby community. The business has grown and today is a major 
employer in the town ably managed by six Directors who are all family members backed up by a 
talented team. The Company is known around the world for excellence and for quality made here in 
Whitby. Most of all I thank Elizabeth Botham for creating a company that created Ginger Brack. It 
was my privilege and pleasure to invite Mrs Botham to unveil the latest Whitby Civic Society latest 
blue plaque.    George Dawson 



 Live Bait Squadron       

Three WW1 mass graves off the Dutch Coast’

 On 22nd September, 1914 only two months into the war, between 6.20am and 7.55 am three Royal 
Navy armoured cruisers sank into the North Sea. HMS Abukir, HMS Hogue and HMS Cressy had 
been sent to Harwich five days earlier. No money had been spent on any of the three ships and there 
were orders that they should be used until they were worn out.  The best they could manage was 15 
knots and would be unable to change direction with any speed.

Their combined crews totalled 2,296 men and no less than 1,469  of them perished on their ships or in 
the cold sea that morning.
All three were sunk by a German submarine,  the U-9, whose commander was Otto Weddigan aged 
just 35 years.
At 6.20am Aboukir was torpedoed and sank 35 minutes later. Thinking it was the result of a mine, the 
other ships moved closer and Cressy sent its lifeboats to pick up survivors and to throw anything into 
the water for men to cling to. At 6.55 HMS Hogue was struck by two torpedoes and sank and then 
HMS Cressy was hit at 7.55 and went down into the cold and dark waters.
The U-boat Commander was very pleased with the way things went for him, and later said that the 
British men were very brave. He was awarded the Iron Cross, of which he was very proud, saying 
that he would treasure it for the rest of his life.  He had established a reputation as a daring U-Boat 
commander. However within five months he himself had lost his life on his next U-boat in the 
Pentland Firth, in the North Sea.
Commander of HMS Hogue, Reginald A Norton, spoke highly of all his men, whom he said obeyed 
orders even when in the water swimming for their lives and many examples of heroism were 
observed.
It was a devastating blow to the British Navy, and the biggest loss ever inflicted on them.
Among the fatalities were thirteen young boys aged 15 and 16 years. Many of the victims were young 
fathers from villages in the area of Chatham in Kent.
There were a few young men from the Whitby area who did not return home.

But, of the 837 survivors four young brothers, all who had been together on the Hogue did return. 
They were, seamen James, Thomas, Harry and George Murfield all in the Royal Naval Reserve. 
 Elizabeth Cheyne



News for the End of Year 2013

A long-standing member of WCS, and Chair of the Friends of  Whitby Pavilion, as well as author of a book about 
the building, Elizabeth Cheyne organized an interesting evening  about the founding and development of Whitby 
Pavilion and its future development for the November meeting despite the absence of two of the expected speakers .

 Instead  of  a  talk  at  the  Whitby Museum in  December,the  Christmas  Dinner  was  organized  at  Whitby Youth 
Hostel,where we had a very enjoyable meal despite the wild wet and windy weather outside.      Susan Harty

 Programme for January and February

  January 20th    The Fate of Captain Cook's Ships presented by Fritz Muse.
   Illustrations and Data of the Four Ships used by James Cook on his Voyages of Discovery
  February 17th    Annual general meeting

Agenda
    Reports from Officers
    Election of Officers and members of the committee. Eligible to vote: those paid up to end of 2013 or paid      
up for 2014
    Forum  for general discussion.      Members are free to bring up any topic of  of interest to the society

Congratulations
Ada Myers , on her gold medal for her work for the Lifeboat 
Association                    Betty Bayliss

  Subscriptions

Our year begins in January so if you have not paid your 
subscription (£10) since then we remind you that they are due 
except for new members who joined last year after October. 
Subscriptions can be paid at any of our meetings or by post to 
our Membership Sec Mr C  Whitlam, 16  Carr Hall 
Gardens,YO21 1RW                          Chris Whitlam
Whitby Civic Society Christmas Tree. 

 This year Whitby Civic Society again joined with other Whitby 
societies and individuals to put a Christmas tree in the Parish 
church,St. Mary's at the top of the 199 Steps.  This year's tree 
had each of our 19 Blue Plaques as decorations on the tree  . 
Thank you team Elizabeth Cheyne , Peter Craggs  and Maureen 
Eves for doing the Society' s tree so well. .

Chairman Mr G Dawson Tel 01947 820078,

Secretary Mr D James Tel 01947 228184 

Vice Chair. Betty Bayliss Tel 01947 606093

Treasurer Mrs L Thompson, Garden Flat, Mulgrave Pl., Whitby YO21 3EU Tel. 07815445557

Membership Sec Mr C Whitlam, 16  Carr Hall Gdns,Ruswarp,YO21 1RW Tel 01947 811808 

Editors Mike and Jean Dawson. E-mail michael_dawson3@yahoo.com 

Whitby Civic Society website www.whitbycivicsociety.org.uk 


