
   

AUGUST 2016 

 

St Hilda’s R.C. Church, Brunswick Street  

R C Chapels and Missions in Whitby from late 18th 

century. Present building 1867, in 13th century 

Gothic style, architect M. Hadfield of Sheffield. 

Later renewals and improvements; Neglect of WWII 

damage required rebuilding of tower, fitting of 

fibreglass spire and reroofing (Welsh slate) in 

1990s. Notable interior features include: reredos of 

High Altar, with statues of St. Hilda and associates, 

stained glass windows above also devoted to her.                    

Stations of Cross erected 1892                                                

Town centre, at junction of Brunswick Street and 

Baxtergate, use town centre car parks………                                                                                         

Saturday and Sunday 14.30�16.30 

 

St Ninian's Catholic Church,  Baxtergate    

Built in 1778 by Whitby shipbuilders as a proprietary 

church. This entitled the descendants of the builders 

to be independent of the bishop by choosing their 

vicar and other privileges. When the Church of 

England brought in ordination of women the 

proprietors decided on independence from the 

Church of England. Box pews remain in 

gallery………………………………….                                                                                         

Open from 11.00�15.00 on Saturday and 

11.30�15.00 on Sunday. 

St. Hilda's Church, West Cliff

Built 1862,designed by RJ Johnson. This church 

replaced a temporary tin church, which served the 

summer visitors. It was intended to be the cathedral 

for a diocese of Whitby but could not take 

precedence from the Parish church at the top of the 

199 steps.  It has a bishop’s throne never used by a 

resident bishop. It has some very interesting stained 

glass windows…………………………………………..

Guided tours from 14.30�16.30 on Sunday, 11 

September.  

All over Europe at this time of year, cities, towns and sometimes villages take the opportunity 

to show off their heritage. Whitby Heritage Open Days have been a part of the work of the 

Civic Society since it’s beginning. Society volunteers will be there to help you appreciate the 
buildings or lead you on the walks.  

 

St Hilda’s R. C. Church 
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Unitarian Chapel                                                      

(next to Sutcliffe Gallery, Flowergate)   

Mid 18th century origin but present Chapel built 1812 

has boxed pews and carved lectern. The Unitarians 

differ from most Christians, in not accepting the divine 

trinity. Open 11.00�15.00 both days. 

                                                                                         

The Church of St John the Evangelist      

Brunswick Street. 

 Built in 1848�50 as chapel�of�ease for St Mary's, later 

a district church within the parish of!Whitby. In Early 

English style; interior renovated 1904�13. Notable 

features: reredos, cross on altar, east window. 

Open Saturday 10.00�16.00 and Sunday 

12.30�15.30  

 

Victoria Spa Well House       

Rear of 4 Broomfield Terrace 

Chalybeate spa well (cylindrical brick structure mid 

19th c.) This Grade II listed building is worth seeing.                                                                 

Go there either day from 10.00�14.00.  

                                                                                     

Whitby  Yards Event as featured on BBC’s Secret 

Britain:.  

Clarks Yard, junction of Bridge St. and Church St.      

Whitby Yards are rows of 17th/18th c. cottages tucked 

behind main streets. They had an even earlier origin 

as the land behind the fishermen’s cottages. This was 

taken for use as homes and workshops in the 

prosperous shipbuilding period of the 17th/18th 

centuries. Visit two yards close together (Clark’s Yard 

and Borough Place) Residents will be available to talk 

to visitors and show them their homes.                                                                                              

Sat/Sun 11.00�13.00   

Linskill Square      Baxtergate. 

Rows of 17
th

 and   18
th
 century cottages, refurbished 

during Georgian and Victorian periods with cobbled 

yard.                                                                     

Between Station Square and Baxtergate Residents will 

be in the yard and happy to talk to visitors.                                                     

1400�1700 both days.   Maximum 4 people per tour 

!!

YHA at Abbey House. 

Adjacent to the Abbey Visitor Centre, Grade I listed 

building, many historical features from 12th to 19th 

centuries preserved and displayed. Guided tours. 

Abbey House was the home of the owners of the 

former abbey lands after the suppression of the 

monastery is now a modern Youth 

Hostel………………………………………..                                             

Sat/Sun. 14.00�17.00. Guided tours.  

                                                                             

Whitby Abbey Lands. 

A guided walk on the lands which are a boundary 

to the Abbey’s ecclesiastical estate. An 

archeologist and a historian will identify historical 

features and local lore en�route   Saturday12.30 for 

a 1pm start at the YHA tea room gardens. No 

booking required. Sturdy footwear recommended.  

 

 

                                                                       

 

 

                                         

Whitby Guided Georgian Walk .                                           

Sunday 10.45�12.30.Captain Cook Memorial  

Meet at the Whalebones Arch on the West Cliff. 

After a brief introduction to the panorama of 

Whitby from this point, the groups will walk through 

several of the Georgian streets on the West side of 

the town, including Cliff St, Flowergate, St Hilda’s 

Terrace, Bagdale and Baxtergate, ending opposite 

the Swing Bridge.The walk is about 1 mile, mainly 

level or downhill, and will take about about 1 1/2 h  

                                                                               

Whitby Jet Heritage Centre                                                                    

123b Church Street  

Original 19th century jet workshop, discovered 

sealed in the attic of a derelict building in Burns 

Yard. A unique piece of Whitby jet heritage.                                                                                                 

Open 11:00 �16:00 both days!"!

IF ANYONE IS INTERESTED IN HELPING  AT 

HODS WEEK END, VOLUNTEERS ARE 

NEEDED. PLEASE CONTACT BETTY BAYLISS 

 01947 606093



Business was boosted by the achievements 

and success in winning prestigious National 

awards. Stuart at Quayside in 2004 and Raymond 

at Royal Fisheries in 2009 both gained Young Fish 

Frier of the Year awards. In 2005 Stuart had a 

mystery judging at Quayside from Les Routiers, 

resulting in winning the national title of 'Cafe of the 

Year' 

 

In 2014, out of approximately 11,000 UK fish & chip 

shops, Quayside achieved the accolade of being 

judged Fish and Chip Shop of the Year.   

The publicity from this great achievement had an 

immediate effect by increasing trade practically 

overnight. National coverage through the media 

followed and we frequently saw Quayside featured 

in television programmes including Country File, 

Look North and the Sky TV’s Freddie Flintoft, all of 

which was great advertising. 

 

The next generation of Fusco’s are growing fast 

and it is hoped that some of them will be inspired 

to join the family business and carry on the 

success story for at least another 50 years. 

 

                            CHRIS WHITLAM 
 

 

 

Skillfully, the German pilot managed to nurse his 

aircraft over the coastline where he eventually 

crash landed at Bannial Flatt farm, almost hitting 

the buildings.  Only 2 of the 5 aircrew survived. 

 

                           
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We discovered that the stone pillars originated 

from the old Sleights bridge, which used to be 

adjacent to the railway station, until being washed 

away in the serious Esk Valley floods of July 1930. 

 

On 16th of May we were entertained  by Carol and 

Stuart Fusco who jointly described  to us the history 

of  their family’s entrepreneurial business in Whitby. 

“50 Years of Fusco's Fish & Chips”.  Carol told how in 

the late 1960's, Stuart's grandparents moved from a 

small fish & chip shop in Pickering to purchase the 

then closed Royal Fisheries in Baxtergate. In years to  

come the premises was to be extended twice to 

acommodate the growing custom.  The audience then 

learned how the business grew to the success it 

enjoys today with the involvement of  3 generations 

of  the Fusco family over the years. 

 

We heard how the business progressed with the 

purchase of Quayside in Pier Road, (originally 

Harbour Diner) followed by Fish Box in Langborne 

Road, (formally Sacky's) then in addition to the 

properties a large catering trailer.  The trailer is fitted 

with a full sized shop frying range and all mod cons, 

catering for high volume events including various 

shows, music festivals, traction engine rally and 

Whitby Regatta. It  can also be hired for private 

functions. 

 

Last year the opportunity arose to purchase a cafe in 

Robin Hood's Bay which after a complete makeover, 

opened recently, also named Fish Box . 

 

 
 

MAY LECTURE      50 YEARS OF FUSCO’S FISH AND CHIPS 

In the May Newsletter we described  our survey 

of the plaque on Whitby's West Cliff which 

commemorates Gunner Robert Watmore who was 

killed during an air raid whilst on guard duty at the 

Metropole Hotel. 

Joyce Stango and her team, Heather Rowland and 

Chris Whitlam, also surveyed the two stone pillars 

sited either side of the road junction to Sleights 

(A169) and the Guisborough Road (A171) at the 

bottom of Skelder Bank. 

 

Probably many motorists daily pass the pillars 

unaware of their significance. 

The plaque attached to the western pillar tells the 

reader that, close by, the first enemy aircraft to be 

shot down in England during the second world war 

crashed on 3
rd

 February, 1940. 

The German aircraft, a Heinkel 111 bomber, was 

attacked and seriously damaged over the North Sea 

by 3 Hawker Hurricane fighters.  Leading the attack 

was Flight Lieutenant (later Group Captain) Peter 

Townsend from RAF Acklington in Northumberland.   

Some of you might remember the controversy when 

in later years he was not allowed to marry Princess 

Margaret. 

 

 
 

 

WAR MEMORIAL SURVEY 

 

CHRIS WHITLAM 



BLUE PLAQUES IN WHITBY 

For the last 160 years we have been recognising and 

paying tribute to significant people in the heritage 

and history of Great Britain with a Blue Plaque 

scheme. 

The month of May sees that anniversary and in that 

time hundreds of blue plaques have been erected on 

buildings to commemorate either a famous person 

who lived or worked in the building or an event that 

occurred within the building. Whitby itself has 20 

plaques – quite a significant amount for a relatively 

small town when you look at other places on the list. 

 

Of the 35 put up by the Society of Arts in London 

only half of them survive today. This is testament to 

Whitby’s long-standing appeal to writers, authors and 

artists who would often come to the seaside town for 

creative inspiration to work. 

The plaques also commemorate local people of 

significance who have left a legacy to Whitby’s own 

history. These feature photographers, bakers and 

mariners. It was in 1886 that the Society of Arts 

initiated the scheme and the first plaque was erected 

a year later to honour the poet Lord Byron in 

Cavendish Square, London. 

Since then the scheme has been passed to various 

London councils until it was taken on by English 

Heritage in 1986. 

 

By then towns and cities all over the country had 

followed suit and started their own blue plaque 

schemes. Whitby’s is managed by Whitby Civic 

Society and has been since the early 1980s with 20 

subjects. This is even more commendable a number 

when you look at the criteria English Heritage 

dictates before a blue plaque can be implemented. 

 

English Heritage says :-  

• The nominated figures must have been dead for 20 

years or passed the centenary of their birth 

• Plaques can only be placed on the actual building 

once inhabited by that person – not the site where 

the building once stood 

• Buildings with blue plaques must be visible from the 

public highway 

• Nominated figures should be considered eminent in 

their profession or calling and made an important 

contribution to human welfare or being a benefactor 

to the town 

• Nominated figures must have resided or had an 

important connection with the town 

The Civic Society has created a blue plaque trail, 

which can easily be followed through the town telling 

tales from the past. Elizabeth Cheyne from Whitby’s 

Civic Society is the local knowledge on the town’s 

blue plaque scheme. She said: “Other towns and 

cities all over the country have their own personal 

blue plaque schemes which are very personal to 

them. 

“Both Whitby and Scarborough are very fortunate to 

have so many famous people to honour this way.” 

Whitby’s blue plaque trail  starts with Margaret 

Storm Jameson, the novelist and journalist who was 

born in Whitby in 1891. Her plaque is on the 

Saxonville Hotel where she lived for six years. 

 

Perhaps one of the more famous will be Bram 

Stoker’s which is situated at number 6 Royal 

Crescent. The Dublin-born novelist stayed here with 

his wife and son at the recommendation of a friend 

and as the saying goes, the rest is history. 

 

One of the plaques intriguing the Society at the 

moment is that to Elizabeth Gaskell. 

She stayed at 1 Abbey Terrace and studied Whitby 

in detail. The manifestation of that was her book 

Sylvia’s Lovers, published in 1859. 

She called Whitby ‘Monkshaven’ and wrote about 

fishing and naval press gangs. Her significance in 

literature and her writing about the industrial 

revolution is becoming more and more well known. 

 

Local heroes who are deservedly in the scheme are, 

among others, the famous photographer Frank 

Meadow Sutcliffe (Skinner Street), whose work is  

till sought after; William Scoresby Senior (13 

Bagdale) who became a sea captain, whaler and 

inventor of the crow’s nest; the Weatherill family  

of artists (4 Park Terrace) and perhaps the lesser 

recognised Martin Simpson (Quayside Fisheries). 

He was born in 1800 at Stainsacre and established 

Whitby Museum as well as being the first curator. 

Elizabeth added: “To date we have 20 blue plaques. 

Whitby Civic Society alone maintain a shortlist of 

possible subjects. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“We choose where they are to go and we look after 

them, and make any repairs or refurbish them if and 

when it is necessary. The Whitby Civic Society 

create the designs of each individual plaque from 

the outset and pay for their creation and costs. 

However, help with the costs have been known to 

be appreciated at times and only with their 

permission.” 

 

EMMA SPENCER     WHITBY GAZETTE 



My wife and I lived for half the year in a small 

French village for 13 years. The commune had 3 

small hamlets and the countryside as well and the 

population was between 500 and 600. The council 

had 17 councillors including the maire and his 

deputies. It was less than 1/20 of the population of 

Whitby. Property taxes were less than we pay in 

Whitby. Why is this interesting? Well the commune 

might be one twentieth of Whitby but the 

communal wealth was more than twenty times the 

communal wealth of Whitby. 

 

Apart from the the Mairie which was a two story 

building with the first floor let out for a rent, the 

commune had the large village hall which has just 

had a lot of work done on it to make it soundproof 

so that late night entertainment will not disturb 

local residents, there is the school building, the 

former post office now the office of the district 

nurses, the small hall, three fishing lakes 

surrounded by a park as large as Pannett Park, 

the football pitch with its parking, changing rooms 

and washing facilities. I think I have probably left 

out some other things. 

 

The maire has a modest wage for his/her work and 

there is the maire’s secretary. The village has a full 

time worker and a part time assistant. He is 

responsible to the maire and cleans the streets, 

tends the flower beds, cuts and cares for the 

parkland, tends the country roads. He is well 

supplied with modern mechanical equipment so he 

does this work very efficiently with the help of his 

assistant part time worker. 

 

For the halls, the hiring body knows or is  told 

where the chairs, tables etc. are stored and they 

set out the halls to suit their purposes. When the 

event is finished the group clears away the 

furniture and tries to leave the hall as they found 

it.      

  

Being on a committee in France means being 

a worker. I was on the Seniors (Ainees 

Ruraux or Country Old People) committee and 

for each event there was an hour of 

preparation and an hour of restoration, as well 

as the talking. 

       

Needless to say the work usually ended with a 

drink of wine and biscuits. 

I was very little conscious of politics apart 

from election times when posters for six or 

seven different parties appeared on large 

notice boards near the mairie. There were 

some groups who did figure in the life of the 

commune. Apart from the Ainnees, there was 

the Chasseurs (Hunters, a democratic group 

in France) and the Football club with two 

teams. 

 

Why am I writing this? What has this to do 

with Whitby? Whitby has a mayor and a 

council! Yes, but what power has the mayor 

and council got ? We see the town’s assets 

being sold off by a body we feel little 

sympathy with, despite the fact that we elect 

members to it who get elected on a political 

ticket. Can we imagine a Whitby with power, 

postponing getting on with repairing our piers? 

Would Whitby change its street plan in a poor 

way just to get money? 

 

I would support a ‘Whitbyexit’ because 

Scarborough does not seem to us to be 

looking after our needs. I speak of the council. 

We have respect for the officials employed by 

the council who are often with us when we put 

forward our objections. 

 

MIKE DAWSON 

“ I wanted to look at the contrast between a small village owning so much, some of which it may not 

be making the best use of, compared with the much larger town Whitby, which is losing its former 

possessions for the benefit of the Borough of Scarborough. There are buildings which belong to 

Whitby bodies such as the Coliseum, Church House,  the St John's ambulance, the Scouts, the 

Football and Cricket Clubs which are managed by Whitby people but the difference is that they don't 

seem to belong to us as citizens. Pannett Park and Museum do still remain the possessions of the 

town of Whitby. Luckily they also are beyond the control of Scarborough.” 

"TOO RICH OR TOO POOR". 



 

As a volunteer for the North Yorkshire Moors Railway 

(NYMR) I’m able to hire the Great Western Saloon 

(GWS) at a reduced rate, so it seemed like a good 

idea to offer the chance of a trip to our own members 

as well as to Scarborough Civic Society (SCS), since 

we’re trying to forge closer links between the two 

societies. So late in June, on a very pleasant day, 

twelve members of SCS and 

seven of our members went for a 

rather special ride. 

 

 

The GW Saloon was built in 1948 

and was originally used by the 

railway inspectorate. There was 

no corridor access to other 

coaches, so the saloon was fitted 

with a toilet and a small kitchen, 

presumably so their steward could 

provide hot food and drinks. 

Spotting a business opportunity, 

the GWS was purchased by the 

NYMR seventeen years ago and 

converted into an observation 

carriage for hire on special 

occasions. Ten years ago the 

saloon was re-upholstered and it 

now has a luxurious seating area 

at either end, with delightful 

furnishings and large observation 

windows. This means that the fantastic views along 

the line can be enjoyed in a way that is not possible in 

a standard coach. The GWS retains the toilet and 

kitchen, together with a guard’s compartment. 

Occupants are entirely separated from the rest of the 

train, so the journey can be enjoyed in isolated 

splendour, whilst still being able to make oneself 

comfortable if required. The journey begins and ends 

at Grosmont, taking around three hours for the round 

trip. On the outward journey to Pickering, the GWS is 

attached to the engine, so the smells and sounds of 

the steam engine can be enjoyed. On the return 

journey, the carriage is at the rear of the train, allowing 

for splendid views all around. 

 

 

I was there early to get the most important part of the 

journey ready i.e. to get the kettle on. Ably assisted by 

fellow Committee members Betty and Chris, we laid 

out cups, saucers and plates on a rather swish 

tablecloth ready for action. The massive kettle having 

eventually boiled and noticing almost everyone had 

boarded, I went to the front portion of the saloon for a 

chat and asked a couple if they were from SCS, to be 

met with a puzzled look. It turned out they were 
standard passengers wishing to go to Goathland 

Since neither Society knew better until my 

intervention, the two interlopers just missed out on 

the ride of a lifetime! Before the journey began, I 

gave a short safety briefing, including a stern 

warning from the guard to ask people not to lean on 

the levers at the front and back of the carriage as 

this would result in a rather sharp application of the 

brakes! After everyone had their 

drinks we set off at 1:30pm. 

behind the engine and in front of 

the four Pullman lunchtime 

dining coaches. 

 

The locomotive hauling the train 

was a Class Q6 number 63395. 

The engine was built by North 

Eastern Railways at the 

Darlington North Road works in 

November 1918 to a 1906 

design. This was a freight 

workhorse, spending fifty years 

in the North of England and was 

one of the very few steam 

engines in service until the end 

of steam working on British Rail 

in 1967. The locomotive was 

purchased by the North Eastern 

Locomotive Preservation Group 

(based at Grosmont) and after 

restoration it was based on the 

NYMR, with responsibility for repair and upkeep 

provided by the group. 

 

The journey to Pickering was very pleasant, with 

picnics being eaten and snacks provided by Adrian 

Perry of SCS being handed around. I’d mentioned 

before the start that the front half of the GWS 

offered the prime views on the return journey, so the 

canny ones took and held their seats for the 

duration. On the return, I sat with two or three other 

people in what was now the front half as everyone 

else had gone to admire the views - and what views 

they were! 

 

AN EXCLUSIVE TRIP ON THE NORTH YORKSHIRE MOORS RAILWAY 



 As the train left Pickering, the turntable and the 

workshops responsible for track and carriage repairs 

were passed on the left. There was then a lovely 

journey into Levisham, including a long straight 

stretch where the observation windows gave a 

splendid view of the woods and the line itself. 

Levisham Station is adjacent to Levisham Moor but is 

about one and a half miles from Levisham, which is 

up a steep hill. Apparently, when the line was 

originally planned in the 1830’s, local landowner the 

Reverend Skelton allowed the station to be built in the 

valley, as long as it was handy for his house, rather 

than up in the village! 

Leaving Levisham the route followed Pickering Beck 

up the incline through the gorge, much of which is 

forested following the national campaign in the 

twenties to make Britain self-sufficient in timber 

production. High on the right is Skelton Tower, built 

by the aforementioned Reverend as a shooting lodge 

and allegedly a place where he could retreat for a 

drink or three. 

 

The train slowed as it approached Newton Dale Halt. 

This is a request halt, mainly used by walkers, who 

indicate to the driver that they want to board the train. 

Apparently, the halt is further from a public road than 

any other station in England. As the journey 

continued, on the left was Killing Nab scar, at the foot 

of which is Newton Dale Well. Large stone tanks are 

visible here, dating from when  people came to drink 

the spa waters, but plans to develop the area to rival 

Harrogate, Buxton (or even Whitby’s own Victoria 

Spa Well!) came to nought. The line continued 

through forestry plantations into Fen Bog. The track 

bed is built on damp ground over a forty-foot deep 

bog and it rests on wattle fences laid over fleeces 

stuffed with heather – a solution put in place when 

George Stephenson was in charge of the 

construction. The level of the bog rises and falls as 

the amount of water changes and the railway line 

simply adjusts itself as a result. The journey 

continued up to the highest point of the railway at 532 

feet above sea level. On the right as the journey 

continued was Fylingdales RAF tracking radar 

station, looking for missiles and other orbiting objects. 

The train then approached Goathland, whose claims 

to fame are that it was renamed Aidensfield for the 

television programme ‘Heartbeat’ and as 
‘Hogsmeade’ for the first Harry Potter film.  

Finally, the train headed back to Grosmont in a 

section of line with a 1 in 49 gradient, one of the 

steepest gradients in the country and hence hard 

work on the way up but a coast on the return journey. 

Nearing Grosmont on the left could be seen the 

original route of the line when it was built in 1836, 

which now forms the very popular Rail Trail walk 

between Goathland and Grosmont, the preferred 

route being in that direction to take the first section 

downhill. After a final section through a tunnel, during 

which I failed to find the light switches, all of us 

emerged unscathed and we arrived back in 

Grosmont. 

As everyone left, wreathed in smiles, it was clear that 

they had enjoyed themselves, so if there is sufficient 

demand I’ll see about arranging another trip next 

year. My thanks go to Tim Fisher of the NYMR for 

arranging the hire of the GWS and for ensuring 

everyone was safely aboard at Pickering following a 

quick turn round to make up time. 

 

                                                  DAVID JAMES 
 

 

 
                      GOATHLAND STATION IN WINTER 



  

 

Whitby Civic Society was delighted to be 

invited to host the summer meeting of the 

Yorkshire and Humberside Association of 

Civic Societies (‘YHACS’) in the James Cook 

Theatre at The Coliseum on June 25th. The 

theme of the meeting was Culture and 

Heritage, so the Executive Committee agreed 

that we should make a good effort to 

entertain the visitors and fulfil the brief.   

 

On the Friday evening, twenty-one members 

met at The White Horse and Griffin for an 

evening meal prior to the meeting. We were 

fortunate in being located in the upstairs 

dining area, allowing us privacy, so avoiding 

disturbing other diners and allowing for 

announcements to be made as required. Two 

staff were allocated to us, so despite the 

numbers of people and the quantity of the 

food, we were served our drinks and meals 

with quiet efficiency.  It was a most pleasant 

evening and certainly I was delighted by how 

well the evening went. Thanks are also due 

to Colin Berry and Erica Amelde, who 

provided pre-dinner drinks at their home for 

some of the diners. 

 

On Saturday morning, Geoff Wilson hosted a 

Georgian walk, beginning at 10am at the 

whale bones and twelve people joined Geoff 

for the walk. The feedback was very good, 

although one comment made to me was that 

a half-way break would have been welcomed 

owing to the age of some of the walkers! 

 

The meeting itself commenced at 1pm and it 

was pleasing to note that forty people 

attended, including fourteen WCS members.  

Our president, Michael Dawson, welcomed 

members to Whitby and reminded everyone 

that 2016 was our society’s 21st year. He 

asked us to remember deceased members 

and how all their work lives on. He wished 

YHACS a successful meeting. Despite being 

busy with Armed Forces Day events, a 

message of best wishes was received from 

the Mayor of Whitby, Noreen Williams. 
 

 

Kevin Trickett, the Chairman of YHACS, 

then gave his report. Of particular 

relevance and interest were his comments 

about the important role played by civic 

societies in telling the stories and keeping 

alive the memories of the places in which 

they operated. However, it was important 

that civic societies gave some thought to 

their own histories and how they keep their 

own records. His advice was that societies 

should think about archiving and digitising 

their own records to make sure they were 

available to committee members in future. 

I’ve been thinking about this for some time. 

The vast majority of WCS business has 

been stored electronically since I became 

secretary, so I am looking into using ‘cloud 

storage’ which is in effect a massive 

computerised ‘filing cabinet’, where 

information can be accessed by any PC, 

laptop, smartphone or tablet. This is 

particularly useful in allowing very large 

files, such as photographic records, to be 

stored or accessed quickly and easily by 

committee members at any time. 

 

The meeting continued with a showing of 

the HMHS Rohilla DVD, introduced by our 

former chairman, George Dawson. HMHS 

Rohilla set sail on October 29th 1914, 

bound for Dunkirk to pick up wounded 

soldiers. On board were 229 people, 

including doctors, nurses and members of 

St John Ambulance Barnoldswick division. 

During the night, the vessel encountered a 

severe North-East gale. Owing to wartime 

restrictions there were no shore-based 

lights to guide her and she was driven off-

course on to the rocks close to Saltwick 

Nab, to the East of Whitby. The film 

documented the rescue events, including 

graphic contemporary photographs, as well 

as Whitby’s centenary tribute to celebrate 

the bravery of the rescuers and the 149 

survivors, as well as to commemorate the 

memory of all those who perished during 

fifty terrifying hours in dreadful conditions. 

YHACS MEETING IN WHITBY 



After a break, the next talk was given by Sue 

Boyce. Her talk, entitled ‘The Haven Under 

the Hill’, followed on nicely from the previous 

item, because the Rohilla disaster 

graphically illustrated the extreme hazards of 

this coastline and the need to maintain 

Whitby as a safe harbour. She began with a 

history of the harbour, which in its early 

years supported the abbey. After the 

dissolution of the monasteries, the 

Cholmleys became Lords of the manor and 

took over the abbey. In the early 17th 

century, alum begun to be mined at 

Sandsend and Saltwick alum works was 

started by Sir Hugh Cholmley in 1649. The 

importance of Whitby harbour was shown by 

the growth of exports from £92 in 1609 to 

£12795 by 1640.  

 

Similarly the population rose from 1000 

people in 1600 to 12000 by the 1780’s. The 

relative prosperity of Whitby at that time is 

shown by the following fact. A hearth tax 

was levied on each household but poorer 

people did not have to pay the tax by means 

of an exemption certificate. Between 1670 

and 1672 only 4% of households in Whitby 

were granted exemption, compared with a 

figure of 30% plus in other local towns. The 

growth in the shipbuilding industry and ship 

owning resulted in rising prosperity for the 

builders and owners. However, the majority 

of the ship owners were Quakers, who were 

an honourable and trustworthy body of men, 

with one of their aims being to look after the 

community. So the family encompassed 

servants who were provided with an 

education. In 1670, the Merchant Seamen’s 

Hospital in Church Street was founded by 

ship owners, for the benefit of distressed 

sailors and their widows.  

 

By the late 17th century, it was necessary to 

find additional funding to maintain the piers, 

because Whitby harbour was a safe haven 

on such a perilous coast. So from 1702 

every passing collier ship had to pay a 

‘passing toll’, which raised £5000 per annum 

by the early 1800’s, enabling a harbour 

engineer to be employed.  

 

However, in 1861 passing tolls were 

abolished, so in 1879 the local board 

(equivalent to the town council) borrowed a 

sum of £10000 to buy a dredger, as well as 

guaranteeing the loan.  

 

Later, to improve access for larger vessels 

into port, Whitby Urban District Council 

provided £22000 for the construction of the 

swing bridge, opened on 1909. Then from 

1910 to 1914 the East pier was extended to 

alleviate flooding. Further developments 

included the construction of Endeavour 

Wharf in 1964 and the upper harbour 

reclamation in 1976. 

 

In 1974 Scarborough Borough Council took 

over from Whitby Urban District Council and 

subsequently developed the moorings for 

leisure boats, together with extensive car 

parking. Currently car park revenue is in the 

order of £600k - £900k per annum. The piers 

are in urgent need of repair and between 

£18 million and £24 million pounds will be 

needed to improve the piers performance for 

the next fifty years. In April 2014 the 

Environmental Agency contributed £4.8 

million towards the cost of an initial 

refurbishment, but Scarborough Borough 

Council has yet to find the funding for the 

remaining £3.7 million. Hence the Fight for 

Whitby Campaign was set up by a group of 

local Whitby residents and business people 

to fight for the future of Whitby’s piers and 

harbour. More information can be found on 

their website at <fight4whitby.com>. 

The next YHACS meeting will be at the 

Lowther Hotel in Goole on October 29th. 

Goole is a planned town built by the Aire and 

Calder Navigation Company almost 200 

years ago. All Civic Society members are 

invited to attend and full details will be sent 

out by e-mail nearer the event. 

 

Thanks are due to all the speakers for their 

help in making the meeting a success, to 

delegates who made donations or bought 

raffle tickets and to Fusco’s for their 

donation, which all contributed to cover the 

cost of running the event 

                                     DAVID JAMES        

                                                                

 



THE BIG CONSERVATION CONVERSATION - Civic Voice 05/08/2016 

 

We want to know your thoughts on what Whitby Civic Society could do to update and improve 

the very detailed “Whitby Conservation Area – Character Appraisal & Management Plan. 

January 2013” prepared by the Conservation team at Scarborough Borough Council, and we 

are looking to set up a Working Party to progress this issue, and would ask for volunteers 

from our members – please contact the Secretary David James if you are interested in 

volunteering. 

Go to https://www.scarborough.gov.uk/home/planning/conservation/conservation-

area-appraisals-and-management-plans/whitby-conservation to view the present plan. 
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Civic Voice states: 

 

“The concept of conservation areas was 

introduced in England, Wales and Scotland 

by the Civic Amenities Act 1967 through a 

private members bill led by Lord Duncan 

Sandys. Civic Voice now holds the annual 

Sandys Lecture in his name. 

 

When conservation areas legislation was 

introduced there was widespread public 

concern over the pace of redevelopment in 

our historic towns and cities. Today there 

are over 10,000 conservation areas in the 

UK (approximately 9,300 in England, 500 in 

Wales, 650 in Scotland and 60 in 

Northern Ireland) reflecting the popularity of 

this legislative tool in identifying and 

protecting our most valued historic places.  

 

Conservation area designation essentially 

controls the demolition of unlisted buildings 

over a certain size and works to protect 

trees, restricts permitted development rights 

on dwelling houses and tightens regulations 

 

 

It also places a statutory duty on local 

planning authorities to pay special attention 

to preserving or enhancing the character or 

appearance of conservation areas 

while undertaking their planning duties.

 

Designating a conservation area should not 

be seen as an end in itself: we live in a 

changing world and for the historic 

environment to survive and continue to be 

cherished it needs to be 

positively managed. We want communities 

across the country to come together and 

say "My Conservation Area Matters". This 

will also be the theme to next year's civic 

day and we will be encouraging civic 

societies to go out and celebrate their local 

conservation area”.   

Whitby Civic Society, if Members agree, 

could celebrate Civic Day next year 

showcasing our Conservation Area plan. 

 

                                  WHITBY CIVIC SOCIETY – WEB SITE 

At the last Committee Meeting it was agreed we should look at reviewing and updating our 

web site originally designed and set up by Mike Dawson, which then was ahead of its time.  

This web site has served us well for a number of years but we now feel we need to move 

forward with an updated web site with more features, and wonder if we have any members 

able to help with this issue. Please contact our Secretary David James if you have any 

experience or skills in progressing website design as we would appreciate any help 

available. 



 

WHITBY CIVIC SOCIETY 
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CHAIRMAN  John Field  01947 600117  john234field@btinternet.com 

 

VICE CHAIRMAN Betty Bayliss  01947 606093             bettyinwhitby@btinternet.com 

 

SECRETARY             David James             01947 228184             whitby_civic_society@yahoo.co.uk 

 

TREASURER             Libby Thompson 07815445557             libbywhitby@yahoo.co.uk 

 

MEMBERSHIP 

SECRETARY             Chris Whitlam             01947 811808             cjwatchg@tiscali.co.uk 
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EDITOR  Mike Dawson               01947 600317 michael_dawson3@yahoo.co.uk 

 

 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

 
George Dawson           Julie Cownden           Susan Harty       Joyce Stangoe     Peter Craggs 
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LECTURE PROGRAMME – 2016 

 
August  15th            The Haven Under The Hill, A talk by Sue Boyce. A history of the  

                                financial battles to maintain the piers and harbour over the centuries 

                                to the current Fight4Whitby situation. 

                                David James 
 

September 19th Neighbourhood Planning: a talk by David Walker, Chief Planning Officer  

SBC and colleagues on how planning applications are approved.                                                                                                                              

Joyce Stangoe 

October 17th            The History of Hornes and the Whitby Gazette.                                                                                                                          

A talk by Debbie Horne.                                                                                                                             

Libby Thompson                                                                                                 

November 21st Bagdale Hall: In its 500th
 
centenary year, John Cattaneo will talk about 

the history of the hall and some of its notable residents. After the talk 

there will be a tour around Bagdale Hall                                                                                       

Joyce Stangoe  

December  Christmas meal. TBA 

We have several ideas for 2017 but welcome any suggestions for future talks. Please contact 

any committee member if you would like to give a talk or have any ideas that you think may 

interest our members. 


