
A Borough Council report in September last year undertook to analyse the various options for 
Town Hall accommodation but suddenly, in March, SBC appeared to be following a firm plan 
to move out of the town centre. When this was greeted with general dismay it was decided 
that there should be public consultation so we now have a chance to make our opinions 
known. 
The Town Hall is located in the town centre because all the transport links lead there and it’s 
the centre of Scarborough’s commercial activity.  It is also a privilege to own such a wonderful 
building. Tom Pindar put it very well when he said: “We need somewhere with dignity and 
quality that is impressive for councillors to meet and welcome inward investors, conference 
customers, Royals and other visitors”. We need look no further; we already have it with our 
beautiful Town Hall which is a valuable civic asset. 
We need to do everything to ensure that we continue to have a vibrant town centre; in fact 
central government planning guidelines want to see key buildings located in the town centre, 
not next to an out of town supermarket which would not be a sustainable development as it 
would increase the need to travel. It’s said that if the site is developed the new businesses will 
increase activity in the town centre but what will happen in the changeover period which 
optimistically would be two years? Town centre businesses need money in the tills now and 
not just promises of a rosy future. 
In 2001 our money was invested in York House to provide upgraded offices for the staff at the 
Town Hall. Customer First opened in 2006 which also cost a considerable amount. We are 
now asked to forget these investments and enter into further expense to provide new 
improved accommodation. As residents of Scarborough, we all maintain our own property so 
if the roof leaks, we repair it. If it’s cold and draughty, we stop the draughts; we don’t move 
house. I cannot believe that it is financially prudent to buy another Town Hall in a time of 
recession. I believe that there is a strong risk we will be unable to find a suitable buyer for the 
building which Harry W. Smith created in 1898 as a Town Hall and which is now a grade II 
listed building. One thing we don’t need is another Londesborough Lodge scenario; that is 
another listed building that was thought to be valuable until it was unsuccessfully marketed. 
We don’t want or need two Town Halls so let’s hope that sense prevails and our councillors 
put a stop to this plan. The plan is fraught with risks which are highlighted in SBC’s own 
report. One risk not listed is that this plan will plunge our council into another joint venture, 
where we think we are in control until our partner insists on a course of action like Benchmark 
did over the freehold of the Corner, which was contrary to all expectations. In this case we 
haven’t even got a firm plan from a developer to comment on but it’s highly likely that we 
could end up being forced into accepting a second class plan simply to balance our books in 
years to come. 
The SBC website states that “The consultation will enable the views of local people to be 
heard by councillors. These views will help them make an informed decision about the future 
of the Town Hall in the Full Council meeting in July” so if you feel strongly about this subject 
contact your local Councillor and ask them to represent your views. We must make it very 
clear to the decision makers what the people of Scarborough want and not wait until after the 
decision and complain about how many mistakes have been made by our council. 
 


