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Location 3 Old (Vincent’s) Pier 
The Harbour, Scarborough (not dated) 
Frederick William Booty 1840-1924 
 

The view is along what was originally Old Pier towards 
the Spa Bridge, showing just part of a busy Scarborough 
harbour in the days of steam fishing craft.  A merchant 
brig is tied up on the east side of the pier.  The fishing 
craft are thought to be steam drifters.  The vessel tied up 
at the West Pier is probably a steam carrier used for 
transporting barrels of herring.  Over time the pier has 
become known as Vincent’s Pier after William Vincent, 
the borough’s marine engineer from 1732 until 1752.  
The painting is undated but the activity depicted sug-
gests a date around World War One. 

 
Location 2 At the extreme end of the Marine Drive 
sea wall where it abuts the East Pier 
Scarborough from the Sea 1867 
John Wilson Carmichael 1799-1868 
 
The viewpoint of this painting is from the sea but from this 
location it is possible to identify many of the features 
captured by Carmichael. 
How many can you see?  In the left foreground is a 
Yorkshire Coble, to the right the fishermen in the rowing 
boats are hauling pots.  Can you identify any of the other 
fishing craft?  

Location 4 The seating area below Burr Bank 
Scarborough South Bay at Night (not dated) 
Carl Herman 1887-1955 
 
The viewpoint of this painting is much higher than our 
vantage point here but many familiar landmarks can be 
recognised.  Something seems to be happening at the 
Spa.  The painting is undated but Carl Herman was very 
productive after the Second World War so 1949 may be 
a good estimate. 
 

Carl Herman painted many watercolours and oils of local 
landscapes and town views with some portraits.  He was 
chairman of Scarborough Art Society, becoming presi-
dent in 1954.  It is said that his advice was constantly 
sought by many keen amateur members and that this 
was never withheld and always given with patience and 
kindliness. He died in Scarborough in 1955.  

Location 1 North Bay, opposite The Sands 
Scarborough 1928 
Frank Newbould 1887-1951 
Between the wars the railway companies were competing 
for passengers and, before the advent of television, post-
ers were a very effective way of promoting their services. 
Frank Newbould’s poster, depicting the North Bay, was 
just one of many commissioned by the railway companies 
to show the beautiful places that they served.  The finest 
artists of the day were commissioned, including Royal 
Academicians. Frank Newbould was one of the London 
and North Eastern Railway’s ‘big five’ poster artists, who 
were often chosen because of their progressive rather 
than traditional style.   
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Location 8 At the junction of Westborough and 
Newborough 

 

Newborough Bar and Borough Gaol 1845 

Henry Barlow Carter 1804-1868 

This painting of the Newborough Old Bar is dated 1845 
although, according to historians, the Old Bar, with its 
notorious prison cells and a dungeon, was demolished in 
1843. The rooms over the archway were used for the 
imprisonment of debtors, with some spending many years 
there.  In due course a new gate was built in Gothic style 
complete with mock battlements but after only forty-seven 
years it in turn was demolished as an impediment to 
traffic and never replaced.     

Location 7 On the path which runs up from the Spa 
Chalet to the Esplanade 
‘Sic Transit Gloria Mundi’, The Burning of the Spa 
Saloon, Scarborough 1876 
John Atkinson Grimshaw 1836-1893 
 

Several of the artists living in Scarborough in September 
1876 provided records of the blaze that destroyed Sir 
Joseph Paxton’s Music Hall; Atkinson Grimshaw’s is 
thought to be the most striking.  His daughter, Enid 
commented that the picture contains portraits of her 
mother, brother and herself on the cliff path watching the 
fire.  It is said that the building burnt like a torch and that 
it was all over in three hours.    
The Spa was very important to Scarborough and a new 
Spa, designed by architects Verity and Hunt of London, 
was formally opened by the Lord Mayor of London on 2

nd
 

August 1880.  This is essentially the building we can see 
today. 

Location 6 The Spa, outside the Sun Court 
Scarborough Spa at Night 1879 
Francis Sydney Muschamp 1851-1929 
 
The painting was produced in the Spa’s 19

th
 century 

heyday when, according to Punch magazine, ‘the Spa is 
Scarborough and Scarborough is the Spa’.  The painting 
depicts how wealthy visitors to Scarborough entertained 
themselves in the evening.  The bearded figure in the 
foreground is believed to be Lord Londesborough. The 
work was painted shortly after the reopening of the Spa 
in July 1879 following the disastrous fire three years 
earlier. 

Location 5 West Pier facing over the south sands 
Wrecks Below Grand Hotel 1881 
Robert Ernest Roe 1852-1921 
 

The painting depicts the South Bay during the great storm 
of October 1880, including, to the left, a Brig (two masts 
and square rigged).  Accounts vary but ten ships are re-
corded as having been wrecked or run aground in the 
South Bay alone and thanks to the brave efforts of the 
lifeboat and coastguard no lives were lost.  The fishing 
community of Scarborough did not fare so well, three 
skippers were lost during the storm leaving eleven chil-
dren fatherless. Rowntree’s ‘History of Scarborough’ has 
an excellent eye-witness account of the event.  


