
  

 

In April at the Yorkshire & Humberside Association 
of Civic Societies meeting there was a thought 
provoking presentation about how the changes in 
transport systems could make dramatic changes to 

our town. The key issue is the development of 
driverless cars. These seem like fantasy until you 
read the progress that the car manufacturers are 
making with this concept. 
Computer giant Google are working on this project 

and they pose the following questions: 
Imagine if everyone could get around easily and 
safely, regardless of their ability to drive. 
Aging or visually impaired loved ones wouldn't have 
to give up their independence. Time spent 

commuting could be time spent doing what you 
want to do. Deaths from traffic accidents—over 1.2 
million worldwide every year—could be reduced 
dramatically, especially since 94% of accidents  

involve human error. 

Self-driving cars are designed to navigate safely 
through city streets. They have sensors designed to 
detect objects as far as two football fields away in 
all directions, including pedestrians, cyclists and 
vehicles—or even fluttering plastic shopping bags 

and rogue birds. The software processes all the 
information to help the car safely navigate the road 
without getting tired or distracted. 
The test vehicles have driven more than 1.5 million 
miles and the testing fleet includes both modif ied 

Lexus cars and new prototype vehicles that are 
designed from the ground up to be fully self-driving. 
There are safety drivers aboard all vehicles for now. 
Google look forward to learning how the community 
perceives and interacts with these cars and 

uncovering situations that are unique to a fully self-
driving vehicle. 

An important obstacle facing autonomous cars 
is the legal issues surrounding them. 
Governments are scrambling to write legislation to 
catch up with autonomous car development to 

answer questions relating to safety and liability. 
Who is liable when an autonomous car crashes? 
Who will program the cars to make life and death 
decisions? What are the safety standards 
driverless cars must meet? These questions must 

be answered before we have a viable environment 
to have self-driving vehicles.  

Connectivity will need to be a big thing for 
autonomous cars. When it comes to navigating a 
route, the car will need the most accurate map 

information including traffic data, road closures 
and weather conditions. Having an integrated 
internet connection will help provide the car with 
this kind of news.  
When self driving cars come, are we going to see 

cars stop being individual purchase decisions, and 
people buying time in the vehicle instead of the 
vehicle itself?  
The important thing with the autonomous cars will 
be the fact that the reliance on the car can be 

reduced. We would simply request a car to come 
and pick us up and drop us at our destination.  
Self-driving cars would also offer opportunities for 
redevelopment of spaces previously used for 
personal cars, from parking places on the street to 

large car parks.  
While semi-autonomous driver assistance features 
are already growing in popularity, the next five 
years will see more autonomously operated 
vehicles. Then the possibilities are huge and will 

have an enormous impact on our town and how 
we live.                                         by Adrian Perry 
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Chairman’s Report                    by Adrian Perry 

There is so much new 
invest ment  happening in 
Scarborough at the moment 

that we should be pleased to 
see all these major projects 
coming to fruition but it’s hard 
to be overjoyed when we still 
have important matters such as 

the Futurist site and the Hull 
University site on Filey road to be decided. 
Scarborough Borough Council are making very 
good use of electronic communications. Many 
meetings are now available to watch via a webcast 

which enables you to either watch the meeting 
live or on a catch up basis. They are also doing a 
lot of their public consultations about contentious 
issues online. The current issues available for your 

comment are:  
Tree and Woodland Strategy 2016-2030. 

Provisional Plan for Public Conveniences. 

It is really important that as many people as 
possible take the time to complete these surveys 

because decisions can be influenced early in the 
policy making phase. It becomes much more 
difficult to get changes made after the policy has 
been approved by Full Council. 
The campaign to get the statue of Queen Victoria 

restored has become more urgent as clearly we 
would like to get the restoration completed this 
year to co-inside with our Queen’s 90th birthday. 
We are hoping to be accepted on the Tesco grant 
scheme where the money raised from the 

government's 5p bag charge is being used to fund 
a large number of local projects to create or 
improve green spaces in communities. People 
appreciate being in an area which is well 
maintained and this improvement will most 

certainly add to their feeling of wellbeing and 
make the Town Hall Gardens even more 
pleasurable as a place to sit and enjoy the delights 
of Scarborough. If we are successful with this bid 
we would be able to complete the project very 

quickly. I wrote to the Queen on this subject 
earlier this year and received the following reply: 
The Queen has asked me to thank you for your letter 

of 26th January as Chairman of Scarborough and 

District Civic Society. 

It was most kind of you to let Her Majesty know of 

the Society's involvement in the restoration of the 

statue of Queen Victoria which is located in a 

prominent position beside the Town Hall in 

Scarborough town centre. 

The Queen was most touched that the Society 

intends to restore this statue of Her Majesty's great 

great grandmother. 

The Queen wishes you well in the undertaking of this 

civic project and greatly appreciates your desire to 

continue to commemorate the long reign of Queen 

Victoria in this way. 

I really hope that we will be able to add this project 
to our list of successes associated with Royal 

celebrations.  

Planning Report                    by Richard Ward 

In my last Report, I referred to 
the substantial alterations 
proposed to be carried out at 

The Pickwick Inn on the 
corner of Huntriss Row and 
Falconers Road. Following the 
rejection of the previous plans, 
the Applicant went away and 

instructed more appropriate 
agents before submitting 
revised plans. The proposal is now for the 
installation of “heritage” style lighting and signage 
(which we have approved). The proposed new 

ground f loor colour scheme is for a shade of grey 
which is difficult to determine from the plans – but 
will surely be an improvement on the former plan 
for bright green. 

Kepwick House at The Sands is to have another 
storey erected on its roof after the developer won 
his Appeal, to which we had objected. 
There was an interesting development with the 
proposal to build 28 apartments on the land 

adjoining Seraphis Court referred to last time. 
There were so many objections to the proposal 
that the developer was persuaded to re-think his 
Application and revised plans duly appeared. We 
thought they were at least as bad as the previous 

ones, if not worse, and repeated our objections. 
The planners must have thought the new plans 
addressed the objections, for they recommended 
to the Planning Committee to approve the 
Application at its meeting on 14 April. At the time 

of writing the decision is unknown. 
In December, we objected strongly to the 
proposal to turn the ex-Blockbuster Video Shop 

at 113 Falsgrave Road into an “adult gaming 
centre” occasioned by the owner’s inability to find 

a shop tenant for the property. The Applicant 
made a number of spurious claims, such as 
gaming being “a community recreational facility” 
which was much needed in the vicinity. 
Unfortunately, our objections were dismissed and 

Planning Permission was granted. 
24 Vernon Road is a demolition site between the 
Palm Court Hotel and The Hole in the Wall pub. 
We have considered the arguably controversial 
Application to build student accommodation on it 

and, on balance, have supported it. I  accept that 
this will be an anathema to many of our members 
(a modern building in a Conservation Area), but 
we felt it was a brave move by the developer, 
making good use of a difficult sloping site and 

removing an eyesore. 
Lidl has obtained permission for its enlarged new 
store on the former football stadium site on 
Seamer Road despite our further objections.  
A number of objections have been raised by us to 

the proposed McCarthy & Stone development of 
the site of the former Bramcote School opposite 
Dunollie on Filey Road. The school building is 
intended to be razed to the ground and a new-

build of dubious design quality erected in its place. 
Not what we want to see in such a location. 
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“Neither Nowt  Nor 

Summat, in search of the 

meaning of Yorkshire” 

by  Ia n  Mc Mi lla n.  

Published by Ebury Press 

2015. 

In his quest to satisfy his 
wish to discover the 
meaning of Yorkshire, the 

author travelled around the 
county.  His chapter which 
concerns the Yorkshire 
coast is entitled “Up the hill 
to Paradise” which of course 

refers to the street in Scarborough “with the best 
Yorkshire name I’ve ever seen.”   

The author’s visit to Scarborough for the purposes 
of researching this book took place in January.  He 

arrived by train thereby encountering the longest 
bench in the country on platform 1 of Scarborough 
railway station.  He has visited Scarborough 
before and realizes that a disadvantage of coming 
in January is that there will be no donkeys on the 

beach. 
During his day-trip to Scarborough the author 
recounts his contacts with the resort’s attractions: 
“the two bays, two beaches, formal gardens, cliff 
lifts” the Grand Hotel, the Futurist, the Central 

Tramway, the amusement arcades, the Old Town, 
Peasholm Park, South Cliff Gardens and the 
memorial benches.  He suggests that there should 
be a memorial bench for Harry W. Smith.  (The 
Friends of South Cliff Gardens have taken up this 

suggestion and with the help of council officers 
Roger Burnett and Paul Buck, the bench should be 
installed on Esplanade imminently.) 
This chapter does not attempt to provide a potted 
history of Scarborough, or to be a tourist guide.  

It is Ian McMillan’s impressions, partly fuelled by 
remembrance of previous visits. 
The whole book is composed in the same way, 
snapshots rather than panoramas.  There are 
amusing anecdotes and quirky details when 

something has sparked the author’s interest, such 
as the memorial benches.  He has no hesitation in 
going off at a tangent which leads to a book which 
is a mixture of the well-known and the obscure; it 

is a highly personal account of Yorkshire life.   
                                                                      by Chris Perry 

These are the principal Applications with which we 
have dealt. As usual, there have been a number of 
other Applications we have felt constrained to 
comment upon in the last few months, not the 

least, a selection from a whole raft of uPVC 
windows replacements. Once or twice, the 
Planning Committee has agreed with us! 

Shelters Group attract Funding by Chris Perry 

The Civic Society has been successful in obtaining 

two thousand pounds funding to restore shelter 7 
in the South Cliff Gardens. This is the large shelter 
that overlooks the putting green and the funding 
has been provided by North Yorkshire County 
Councillor Penny Marsden. 

In 2012 one of our members asked if the society 
would make representations to the council to 
make a bid to the Heritage Lottery Fund for the 
restoration of South Cliff Gardens.………….……………. 
We made a presentation to the central urban area 

committee and received the support of all the 
councillors at that meeting. Earlier this year 
cabinet allocated £50,000 to prepare a bid for the 
Heritage Lottery Fund Parks for People 
programme. If we are successful with this bid it 

will release £5 million to be spent on this beautiful 
cliff side garden. The stage 1 bid will be submitted 
in September and we should know the outcome in 
December. 

Lunch at The Crescent Hotel, Scarborough 

Bonnie Purchon organised another excellent event 
at The Crescent Hotel in April. The hotel did a 
spectacular job with the catering. We continue to 
move around the local eating places so as to 
sample what’s on offer and this event had a 

special air of high class quality which will be hard 
to beat. See the information about the next  lunch 
in June on our What’s On page 8. 
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What do you call the place where you live? Not the 
name of the settlement – Scarborough, West Ayton, 
Gristhorpe, Scalby, perhaps. Nor the name you – or 
a predecessor there – have given it, like 

Dunroamin, Ellinside or Thistledhu. No; how do you 
refer to it to others? You may call it your house, or 
your home. But these are just two of the 
possibilities.……………………………………………………………..  
If you are a developer and you want to sell your 

new houses, they are always ‘homes’, a word with 
such cosy associations that everyone will want one. 
It’s a word redolent of comfort and warmth – home 
fires, home comforts, home cooking. It’s not 
surprising that they offer us homes and not ‘houses’ 

or ‘flats’ – however much we may object that a 
home is made not by the builder but by the people 
who move in and actually make it their home with 
their furniture and decoration, lifestyle and 

relat ionships.…………………………………………………………….  
On the other hand, you may be a local or national 
government official with some responsibility for 
planning. You will probably not speak of ‘homes’; 
for you, they will be ‘dwellings’, a word with nothing 

cosy about it at all. If you are in a ‘dwelling’ you are 
promised only a roof over your head – or perhaps 
not even that; a tent is a dwelling that lacks a solid 
roof. ‘Dwelling’ is a cold, technical word – it’s 
unlikely that you’d say to a friend, ‘Come back to 

my  dw e l l in g  f o r a  c up  o f t e a . ’   
House, of course, is a more neutral word, and can 
be used with more abandon. But, just as the Inuit 
have, reputedly, 50 words for snow (though this 
claim is, apparently, untrue; English has as many, 

but we use adjectives where they use compound 
nouns) so English has many words for the place 
where you live.………………………………………………………….  
Let’s start at the top with ‘palace’. We know it’s a 
place where a great ruler lives; the word derives 

from the Latin word ‘Palatium’, which was the name 
of the Palatine Hill in Rome, where the emperor 
lived. Emperors, kings, queens, princes, inhabit 
palaces. You may like to consider just how many 
palaces we have, or have had in the past, in Britain 

– it’s probably more than you first think.  

 

Others have palaces, too; the Dukes of Marlborough 
live in Blenheim Palace, and Earls of Mansfield at 
Scone Palace. Archbishops also have palaces – 
Canterbury has Lambeth Palace and York has 

Bishopthorpe Palace. Some bishops still retain their 
palaces, too, though many have been moved to less 
grandiose accommodation.  
The dictionary tells us that a belvedere is ‘ a 
Summer house to view the scenery’, so what better 

name  for George Lord Beeforth to give his fine new 
house built  on the Esplanade at Holbeck in 1885  It 
has  excellent  views over the south bay.  

Sometimes the aristocracy called their London home 
‘House’ but lived in palatial style. There is a story of 
Queen Victoria going from Buckingham Palace to 
Lancaster House (then called Stafford House) to see 

the Duchess of Sutherland. Admiring its sumptuous 
interiors, the Queen told the Duchess, ‘I have come 
f ro m my  house  t o  y our pa la c e ’.   
Sometimes we find the aristocracy living in a place 
designated ‘Abbey’ – not just the fictional ‘Downton 

Abbey’ but real places like Beaulieu, Buckland, 
Bolton, Lacock and Wykeham.  

These ‘Abbeys’ were usually on the site of (and 
even in the buildings of) former monasteries, 
though many that were labelled as abbeys after the 

Dissolution were in fact priories, like Bolton. Others, 
notably William Beckford’s folly that he named 
‘Fonthill Abbey’, built in 1796 and spectacularly 
collapsing in 1825, was an abbey only in name, 

without any ecclesiastical ancestry.  

 

Bishopthorpe Palace 

Belvedere 

Wykeham Abbey 
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Inhabited castles, too, may be ancient structures 
– Windsor, Hever, Alnwick, Raby, for example – 
refitted in later years. Others, like Castle Howard, 

Eastnor Castle, Grimsthorpe Castle and Highclere 
Castle (where Downton was filmed) are all post-
medieval and use the name of castle for its 

romantic associations.………………………………………...  
‘Manor’, too, has been seen as a romantic name, 
though not always without some undercurrent of 
criticism – ‘the Lady of the Manor’ is sometimes 
used as a pejorative phrase. A manor was 

originally an area of land owned by a feudal 
overlord and rented to tenants. Slightly less 
grandiose is a ‘Grange’, originally an outlying farm 
with barns belonging to a monastery or feudal lord 
and later just any country house with farm 

buildings attached; its ultimate derivation is from 
the Latin for ‘grain’.………………………………………………  
Or perhaps you live in a ‘Lodge’; if so, is it the 
sort of lodge that sits at the gates of a country 
estate, a place where the gatekeeper or the 

gardener lived, like the building which adorns the 
entrance to Burton Agnes Hall near Bridlington. 
Indeed famous Scarborough gardening expert Ron 

Womack’s father was the gardener at this 

property and Ron lived here. Even  more imposing 
lodge buildings on country estates were to 
accommodate hunters or shooters. Do you occupy 
a ‘Villa’? To the Romans, villas were large country 
houses surrounded by land – a def inition that 

survives on the continent. In Britain, though, it 
has, since the 18th century, mostly come to mean 
a detached or semi-detached house in a 
residential district (when it is not a holiday home 

for rental in a summer clime.……..…………………………  
 

 

Other names for houses that we might find can 
include ‘Place’ (as in Penshurst Place), Tower or 
Towers (Hoghton Tower, Carlton Towers) and the 
ubiquitous ‘Hall’, a word that started as the 

description of a large, single-roomed structure, 
later became attached to a whole complex of 
buildings surrounded with land, and eventually 
dwindled into the description of the small space 
into which your front door opens (often dubbed 

the ‘hallway’ on television property programmes).  
Ruabon House on Esplanade Road is built entirely 
of the distinctive red brick for which the Ruabon 
works near Wrexham in North Wales was famous. 
Though why someone would bring them such a 

long distance is unknown. 

Scarborough guesthouses and hotels have many 

different reasons for choosing a name. Abacus 
guest house is perhaps trying to head the list. 
Lincoln Hotel, Boston Hotel, Leeds Hotel may 
reflect the original owners home town, or it may 
be to attract visitors to come from those towns to 

stay there. The Moorings, Cliffside and Bay View 
may just be trying to give prospective visitors an 
idea of the location. How about Kensington and 
Sunningdale are they trying to proclaim the high 
quality of their establishments?  

 
We might live in a chalet, a flat, (or even smaller, 
a flatlet), in an apartment or a maisonette or a 
bungalow. We are less likely, though, to describe 
our residence as a cabin, a shanty or a lean-to – 

even if, technically, it 
is one. And then, of 
course, we are likely 
to have a number 
(the earliest record of 

numbers is in a 
Parisian street in 
1512; they generally 
came in from the 
early 18th century, 

first in London in 
1708) but that’s for convenience rather than to 
endear us to the place we live.  
There is much to be said for a name – and 

names say much about our homes 

 

Burton Agnes Hall-
Gatehouse 

Castle Howard 

Ruabon House  
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An illustrated talk by Kevin Trickett reviewed 

by Mark Smith 

 
The recent Art Deco talk and slide presentation at 

the SJT given by Kevin Trickett was, deservedly, 
well-received. He held us spellbound as we were 
led through the various manifestations of this 

transatlantic art form, 
a n d  w e  w e r e 

reminded of it s 
freshness, vitality and 
assertiveness after 
the manifest hell and 
privations of the 'war 

to end all wars'.  
 
I'd become all too 
used to Art Deco's 

watered down, dingy 
h a n d - m e - d o w n 
objects - the unlovely 
aroma of all those 
Bakelite must-haves, 

from dressing-table 
sets to fruit bowls, 
and those oddly 
p r o p o r t i o n e d 
porc elain ny mphs 

with Clara Bow lips 
and shingled hair. So 

it was a valuable reminder that the Jazz Age was 
once the 'latest thing' and not, as we perceived in 
the sixties (swinging or otherwise) rather tired 

and ready to be swept away like every other trend 
before or since. 
  
S c a rbo r ou gh is 
somewhat short of 'in 

your face' Art Deco 
architecture, but we 
were lucky enough to 
attend the lecture in 
the old Odeon, albeit 

in the dist inctly 
'Workspace-Moderne' 
surroundings of the 
Boden Room. I freely 
admit that I’m quite 

happy that our town 
has been spared 
most of the excesses 
of this rather un-
English style, but as 

a result of Kevin's 
presentation I found 
myself picking up on 
all the Art Deco 
details as I left the 

building, my senses 
having been re-
awakened to its 
quirks and jazzy 

turns of phrase.  

 

We don't have a De La Warr Pavilion (Bexhill), a 

Marine Court (St. Leonards) or a Midland Hotel 

(Morecambe) but there are a few examples in 
town, from the curved Crittall window sweep of 
Tom Laughton's Royal Hotel dining-room (and the 
fading echoes of its interior) to the many Deco-
influenced villas on the North Side; even 

Scarborough had its Gatsby moments. Well, sort 
of!   
 
It was obvious it couldn't last. The transition from 
'Art Deco' to 'Utility' was inevitable with the onset 

of the Great Depression and the war that followed. 
By the time the term Art Deco was coined in the 
late sixties many of the buildings were already 
lost - and who in those days wanted a Bakelite 

telephone when they could have a groovy new 
Trimphone instead?  
  

Actually the style never quite went away - think 
Biba and the film 'The Boy Friend' (1971) - and, 
as Kevin pointed out, many of the iconic objects 
(from door furniture to china and glassware) are 
available as new today. Personally I think I may 

take a look round our local Vintage Fair and do a 
couple of car boot sales... perhaps it’s time to visit 
the golden age of chrome and glitz again. 
Providing I can avoid the smell of Bakelite of 

course!  

 

De La Warr Pavilion  
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‘Scarborough Trams’  

Brian Mulvana opened up our series of talks in 
January at the Library with a fascinating 
presentation about our tramway system which  
functioned from 1904 to 1931.  

Brian had some wonderful pictures of the period 
and revealed some of the politics of the day 
which led to the Trams being lost.  

It was incredible to hear that some of the 
technology used in Scarborough Trams is still  
being used in Hobart, Tasmania. 

Lunch at the Park Manor Hotel 

The Park Manor did a great job at the January 

festive lunch organised by Bonnie Purchon and 
brightened up January for our group. 

 

 

 

The North Bay Railway talk 

Steve Johnson’s talk gave us a history of the 
railway and made a special point of showing us 
the opening day with one of our members Tom 
Pindar as a young boy riding on the engine! 

The enthusiasm that Steve has for his job shone 
through and he was proud to explain some of the 
companies achievements to date: 
 

New engines 
Passenger Numbers 250,000 
Water Chute/Boats/Balls 
The smallest Pub 
Glass House Café revamp and remarket 

SKYTRAIL 
Santa Specials 
Halloween Specials 
Driver Experience  

 

The real excitement was the new  steam engine 
which was soon to be launched. It is now in 
service and will ensure that the miniature railway 

which was once described as the Borough 
Engineer’s toy continues to be a commercial 
success. 
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Society Events 2016 
 

Civic Society Meetings are 
in the small meeting room at 
the Library on Vernon Road 

at 2.30 p.m. 
(unless otherwise indicated) 

There is a charge of £2 per head 

at Society Meetings 

KEEP IN TOUCH 
with the Society by visiting our 

Website 
www.scarboroughcivicsociety.org.uk 

Tuesday 10 May   
Sheila McGeowan will talk about her book  

‘The History of Seamer’ 
Did you know that Seamer can claim to be the 

longest inhabited site in Britain? 
Tuesday 7 June 

Bonnie has arranged a lunch for the 7th of June at 
the Three Jolly Sailors, Burniston, Scarborough.  

The details are enclosed and anyone interested in 

booking should let Bonnie Purchon know before 
the 24th of May.  

Tuesday 14 June    
Maggie Flowitt will give a talk on  

‘The Art of Chinese Brush Painting.’  

 Maggie went out to Hong Kong at an early age 
and lived in the New Territories district. Her early 
years education was at a Chinese school where 

she learnt to speak the Cantonese dialect and to 

write Chinese characters which she later 
developed into painting. She has now been 

teaching Chinese art for many years and regularly 
returns to China to update her knowledge.  

Tuesday 12 July  

A walk on the North Cliff, to start at 10.30am from 
near Anne Bronte's grave at St Mary's Church.

(This will last about 90 minutes.) 
Tuesday 9 August  

 A talk by Robin Horspool on Winifred Holtby 

author of ‘South Riding’, who  attended Queen 
Margaret’s School in Scarborough and went on to 
Sommerville College, Oxford. In the 1920s it was 
quite uncommon for a farmer’s daughter from the 

Wolds to go on to Oxford. 

Tuesday 13 September  

 A walk in the Old Town to start at 2.00pm from 
the Town Hall Gardens.(This will last about 90 

minutes and finish near the harbour.) 
Tuesday 11 October  

A talk on 'Design' by David Winpenny who  

 has lectured on-board ship for P&O Cruises, is the 

author of newspaper and magazine articles, 

guidebooks, books of walks and BBC Mastermind 
finalist in 1999  

Tuesday 8 November  

David Fowler spent his working life in 
finance.  Since his retirement, he has published 

several magazines and written seven books 
He will give an illustrated talk entitled  

'Sown with Corn'  
Tuesday 20 December  

The Annual Christmas Coffee morning at the Red 
Lea Hotel, Prince of Wales Terrace. From 10.15am 

with Coffee, Mince Pies, a Raffle and a Quiz. 

 

 

Executive Committee  
 

If you think you might be interested in joining 
the Committee do come along and see how we 
work. All members are welcome to attend the 

meetings, but please contact the Secretary first, 
to help us know how many may be there. We 
meet at the Red Lea Hotel, on the afternoon of 
the second Wednesday in each month.  

Feedback on the Newsletter, and letters and 

other contributions, including photographs, 

are always welcome, and should please be 

sent to the Editor  

adrianperry@talktalk.net 


