
 
In our April Newsletter I wrote the following to our membership. “The Civic Society 

has consistently stated that a new multiplex cinema should be located in the town 
centre in accordance with national planning policy guidance. The key reasons are to 
support the businesses in the town centre and transport issues because public 

transport serves the town centre so the location of a cinema is specially important for 
people without a car. Without doubt Scarborough residents and visitors have wanted 

a multiplex and probably could have had one by now if our council had backed the 
North Street Development which gained planning approval in 2008.” The Planning 
Committee have refused the cinema at the Sands so we hope that the council make 

a real effort and support a town centre cinema.  
As you can see I was quite hopeful that things would change as most organisations 

would press the reset button and rethink their previous plans but not our counci l. 
They still appear to want to press ahead with their original plan to stifle the local 
Town Centre business’s in favour of their problematic North Bay scheme.  

The decision not to market the North Street site was made by a closed session of the 
cabinet and their stated reasons were:  
 

1. To ensure that the Council’s property is used appropriately and to retain the site 
as a short stay car park facility.  

However the 2008 announcement that a new multiplex was to be bui lt on this site 
was welcome by everyone and considered to be an appropriate use of this site. 
What has changed?  

In many towns around the country there are examples of cinema developments 
including parking so there could be the possibility to retain the parking. 

2. Release of the site did not provide sufficient certainty that best value for the 
Council could be achieved.  
The Council would receive a payment for the sale of the land and jobs will be created 

in the new businesses which would also help to maintain a vibrant town centre.  
This sounds like best value to me! 

 
The council should remember that Scarborough’s people are the essential element 
which will ensure the town’s continued success. The town centre needs investment 

and development and we need to encourage local people who are prepared to 
create our future. To people who have followed this matter closely this affair 

demonstrates a counci l which is single minded and inflexible. This is not what is 
needed for our success in the coming years and it is still hoped that even at this late 
stage Scarborough’s administration could rethink this inflexible approach and 

embrace the 2008 plan for a town centre cinema.  
This subject needs to be debated in public by full counci l if we are to have any 

confidence in the final outcome of what is a milestone decision for Scarborough. 
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