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Progress at Dean Road Chapel 

Steady progress is being achieved with the project 

to restore the chapel in Dean Road Cemetery and 

turn it into an amenity for everyone in 

Scarborough. Scarborough Borough Council has 

agreed to transfer the freehold of the building and 

a bid has been submitted to the Heritage Lottery 

Fund (HLF) for money to develop the project.  

This is stage 1 of the process.  If this bid is 

successful we will enter the development stage 

(stage 2) and eventually submit a bid for a grant 

towards carrying out the necessary works and 

turning the refurbished building into Dean Road 

Chapel Heritage Hub which will include a 

community cafe and shop, information about 

many of the people buried in the cemetery, and 

space for meetings, exhibitions and events.   We 

expect to have the HLF stage 1 decision by the 

end of September.  

Dean Road Chapel Ltd is a not for prof it company 

limited by guarantee and run entirely by a small 

group of volunteers.  The work can be demanding 

but, to quote a former civic society chairman, a 

‘rewarding personal experience’.  In these 

uncertain times it may be that we can no longer 

depend on outside help to improve our towns and 

cities, it’s going to be down to us.   If you consider 

that you may wish to be involved in this splendid 

project please contact the writer or use the 

contact details on the back page of the newsletter.  

There is also an opportunity to come and meet us; 

we are staging a World War 1 exhibition at the 

cemetery on Sunday 11th September between 

11am and 3pm.  by Peter Cooper 

While I have been Chairman the Anne Brontë 

grave disabled access project was always on our 

list of projects but we never made any progress.  

However when Michael Wainwright our Treasurer 

decided he would try to resurrect the project 

things started to change. I think that everyone 

was shocked to see that the original drawing of a 

plan drafted for approval was dated 2001. 

Undeterred Michael contacted Martyn Dunning at 

St Mary’s Church and with his help carefully 

guided the 15 year old project to completion.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New, York stone paving 

New, York stone paving  

and altered metal gate 



2 

 

 

 
 

 

Chairman’s Report                    by Adrian Perry 

You’re receiving this Newsletter 

a bit earlier than usual but that 

is because we wanted to ensure 

that you got information about 

Heritage Open Days in good 

time. This year’s programme 

which has been organised by 

Scarborough Museums Trust 

has some very interesting new 

participants and it is well worth taking the time to 

plan how you will be able to get the most out of 

this exciting free event. It’s also worth remarking 

on how many other organisations have founder 

members who are also members of our society, 

such as Ayton Castle, Dean Road Chapel, and the 

Parcels Office; volunteers working along with 

others to make the objectives of our society 

(listed at the bottom right of the opposing page) a 

reality. 

The weather station which is next to the police 

box on Sandside was in need of repair so we 

commissioned a local sign writer to work along 

with Roger Burnett, the council’s Community 

Environment Officer and bring the board back to 

life. The result is below and you can see it 

presented quite a challenge to Stephen Parnaby 

our photographer. The new Perspex glass is so 

shiny that the reflections in the photo don’t really 

do the object justice, so take a look next time 

you’re on Sandside. The Weather Station is kindly 

up dated by Harbour Control and is really needed 

now the Tourist Information Centre is closed. 

The completion of the DDA access to the Anne 

Brontë grave is an achievement to celebrate and 

shows how sometimes you have to have patience 

and persistence to get things done. Perhaps the 

restoration of the Queen Victoria statue requires 

the same attitude and we are still hopeful of 

getting the required funding so watch this space. 

After what seemed a very long delay the weather 

has improved and I hope that you are able to 

enjoy what looks like being a summer to 

remember.  

I hope to see you at some of the forthcoming Civic 

Society events.  

Planning Report                    by Richard Ward 

It’s been rather quiet on the 

planning front for the last few 

months. Apart from the weekly 

clamour to replace “proper” 

windows with uPVC versions of 

course. Perhaps the ever-

tightening of the money supply 

and the uncertainties of the 

“post-Brexit” world are having 

an effect in Scarborough. 

There is nothing new to report, so I will update on 

matters previously recorded. I can tell you that 

the mysterious shade of grey paint to be applied 

to the ground floor exterior of The Pickwick Inn 

on the corner of Huntriss Row and Falconers Road 

proved to be what I call black. However, it has to 

be said that the building is now looking a lot nicer 

following its refurbishment. The shop on the 

opposite side of Huntriss Row is in course of 

refurbishment as I write and currently has a “light 

grey” colour scheme.  

There is no sign of the proposed extension to 

Kepwick House and the approved development 

on the land adjoining Seraphis Court has 

presumably been delayed by the negotiations 

required for the formation of a pre-requisite 

Section 106 Agreement. Planning permission was 

granted in April, but it was conditional on the 

developer entering into a formal agreement 

covering such matters as providing funds for 

“affordable development” elsewhere.  

The ex-Blockbuster Video Shop at 113 

Falsgrave Road has now been fitted out as an 

“adult gaming centre” (to which we objected) and 

is recruiting staff ready for opening. The new Lidl 

store at Seamer Road is presently under 

construction. 

The new Waterpark has now opened and it is to 

be hoped that the Council’s confidence in it being 

a top UK attraction and income earner is justified. 

Welcome it may be in some quarters, but one 

cannot but sympathise with the residents of the 

former Burniston Barracks site who now have to 

live with the gaudy colour scheme, the noise and 

the smells on a daily basis. 

And finally, the Council’s Planning Department has 

been beavering away on the new Local Plan and 

the hearings into its soundness are presently 

being conducted at the Town Hall by a Planning 

Inspector called William Fieldhouse.  
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It has been suggested in some quarters that, 

because of our over-crowded roads and the cost 

of maintaining cars, we will be weaned away from 

car ownership.  

 

Instead, when we wish to undertake a journey, we 

will summon a driverless vehicle to take us to our 

destination and deposit us there. No garage will 

be required at home (how will this affect our 

future dwelling places?); no car park will be 

required at our destination (what will we do with 

all the space vacated by car parks?). For further 

speculation on the future of transport, you might 

like to read the article “Mobility transformed: 

Leeds at mid-century”   by the Leeds Civic Trust 

Futures Group in the Spring 2016 edition of the 

YHACS Newsletter, Society Insight, accessible on 

our website on the Downloads page.  

Several other civic societies in our region have 

now set up “Futures Groups”, small groups of 

members who meet to consider what their towns 

are likely to look like in 20 or 40 years’ time and 

how their civic societies should be thinking and 

acting now in terms of shaping our towns for the 

years to come. They accept that they may not be 

around to see it, but that as well as respecting 

their forbears, they also have a duty to future 

generations as their children and grandchildren 

certainly will. 

One or two of us are proposing to form such a 

group and I would be delighted to hear from you if 

you are interested in joining it and becoming a 

visionary.  by Richard Ward 

 

Scarborough & District Civic Society aims are: 

 

To promote civic pride in the beauty, history and 

character of Scarborough and its surroundings. 

To take an active interest in maintaining those 

features on which the character of the town 

depends. 

To encourage high quality developments which 

lead to an improved living and working 

environment for us to enjoy. 

To act as a co-ordinating body and to co-operate 

with the local authorities, planning committees, 

and persons having aims similar to those of the 

Society 
 

 
 

It may come as a shock to some, but a civic society 

is not, primarily, a preservation body. Yes, it has a 

concern for the past, but that must never be its sole 

purpose. In another civic society with which I am 

involved, they have a simple mantra which states 

 

 “We spend as much time looking forward as looking 

back”. 

 

A civic society’s aim is to “manage” the future of its 

town and it cannot do this unless it considers past, 

present and future. If it only seeks to preserve its 

old buildings and its old ways, it is merely creating a 

museum, not a thriving modern town. If it only 

reacts to what is happening now, it engages in a 

game of “catch up” with the actions and plans of 

others, such as the local council. 

The Civic Society was a strong supporter of “The 

Street” located at William Street car park and 

providing services for the young people of the town. 

When we respond to proposals for development of 

any kind, perhaps instead of looking backwards to 

“how things used to be”, we should be thinking 

ahead.  

An example of this was the Society’s comment on 

the proposal to develop the empty site on Vernon 

Road where we stated the following: 

 

“Although we have some reservations about this 

development in a Conservation Area, on balance we 

applaud the applicant's intentions for a difficult site. 

It makes sense economically and will remove an 

eyesore. We feel the use of brick is sensible and the 

differing levels respect the adjoining properties. We 

were particularly impressed by the exemplary 

Design and Access statement and its supporting 

documentation”  

 

We may not like it, but we live in a fast-changing 

world. Take the matter of driverless cars mentioned 

in the last Newsletter for example. They are talked 

about, we see pictures of them, and there is no 

doubt that eventually they will come to our roads, 

although not all of us will be here to see them!  

The Street 

Driverless Car 
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Review of “The History of Seamer” - a talk by 

Sheila McGeown (10/5/16) by Mark Smith 

 

Two things held me enthralled at Sheila 

McGeown’s talk for the Society on 10th May. 

First, the rich and fascinating story of Seamer 

itself (over 9,000 years of settlement and 

habitation) and - not least - the supremely 

capable speaker herself. 

Sheila’s deep interest for the subject, her in-

depth knowledge and measured delivery, was a 

text book example of what makes a first class 

presentation. Few frills, no tricks – but facts, 

intelligent analysis and inspired interpretation: 

we were hooked! 

The story of our hunter-gatherer forebears and 

neighbours was brought vividly to life, informing 

us that Scarborough is very much the new kid on 

the block… Seamer arrived first. And, like New 

York, they named it twice – “sea” and “mer” 

referring to the glacial lake whose shores shrank 

over time to reveal the gentle and broad valley 

we know today.  

The Vale of Pickering has been continuously 

inhabited “throughout most of the period of 

written history”, but before then (in effect pre-

1066) the research is archaeology based. And 

Star Carr, Seamer, proved to be fertile ground 

for the history detectives… the soil has given up 

artefacts and objects in abundance, from the 

small sharpened f lints – microliths - fashioned by 

the Mesolithic hunter-gatherers, to the bones of 

their prey (deer, elk, auroch and pig as well as 

smaller mammals such as beaver, fox and hare). 

The sheer number of finds implies a large and 

thriving community. Discoveries of beads (most 

probably used for personal ornamentation) and 

stag skulls, skilfully worked and fashioned, imply 

that appearance and ritual were part of their 

sophisticated culture. And all this from 3,500 or 

more years ago, until the hunter-gatherers 

gradually became farmers and their way of life 

changed for ever.  

An artist’s reconstruction of life at Star 

Carr, where excavations have uncovered 

evidence of a thriving Mesolithic settlement 

 

 

 

These objects, and the story behind them, lay 

hidden through all the years of subsequent 

settlement and were ancient long before the 

birth of Christ. The written word sheds light on 

more recent times – but the piecing together of 

the history of one of Britain’s most important 

Mesolithic settlements through the discovery of 

seemingly disparate finds, is something in which 

Sheila obviously revels.  

She chose to end her talk not in the present, but 

before the entire tale was told. We were left with 

much to think about, and this first part clearly 

whetted our appetites for more. We look forward 

to Part Two in due course…  

“A History of Seamer in the County of North 

Yorkshire” by Sheila McGeown (2015) is 

published in paperback by Blackthorn Press at 

£12.95 

 

In June we welcomed our member Maggie 

Flowitt, an expert on Chinese brush painting. She 

told us that she learnt her Chinese painting in 

Hong Kong where she spent all her childhood 

also learning calligraphy and the Chinese 

(Cantonese) language. Maggie loves visiting 

China and soaking up the art and culture as well 

as the stunning scenery. 

Maggie came with a selection of paper, brushes 

and other equipment used for Chinese brush 

painting. Her demonstration of painting and 

explanation of the meaning behind the various 

images fascinated her enrapped audience. 

Maggie explained that the Chinese believe that to 

give a painting vitality or 'Chi' one must 

thoroughly observe one's subject before 

committing it to paper without any prior drawing. 

We often have speakers telling us about their 

subject but it was a real treat to see Maggie at 

work creating a beautiful painting right before 

our eyes. This was a lecture to remember. 
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VALUE ADDED PLAQUES 

Estate agent Knight Frank has 

calculated that homes bearing one 

of the English Heritage Blue 

Plaques have a total housing sales 

value of around £55.7M  
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Scarborough & District Civic Society 
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Registered Charity No. 260615 

Society Events 2016 
 

Civic Society Meetings are 
in the small meeting room at 
the Library on Vernon Road 

at 2.30 p.m. 
(unless otherwise indicated) 

There is a charge of £2 per head 

at Society Meetings 

KEEP IN TOUCH 
with the Society by visiting our 

Website 
www.scarboroughcivicsociety.org.uk 

Tuesday 6 September  

Bonnie has arranged a lunch at the Bull Inn, 

Gristhorpe. The details are enclosed and anyone 

interested in booking should let Bonnie Purchon 

know before the 31st of August.  

8-11 September Heritage Open Days 

See centre pages for complete details 

Tuesday 13 September  

 A walk in the Old Town to start at 2.00pm from 

the Town Hall Gardens.(This will last about 90 

minutes and finish near the harbour.) 

Tuesday 11 October  

A talk on 'Design' by David Winpenny who  

 has lectured on-board ship for P&O Cruises, is the 

author of newspaper and magazine articles, 

guidebooks, books of walks and BBC Mastermind 

finalist in 1999  

Tuesday 8 November  

David Fowler spent his working life in 

finance.  Since his retirement, he has published 

several magazines and written seven books 

He will give an illustrated talk entitled  

'Sown with Corn'  

Tuesday 20 December  

The Annual Christmas Coffee morning at the Red 

Lea Hotel, Prince of Wales Terrace. From 10.15am 

with Coffee, Mince Pies, a Raffle and a Quiz. 

 

Whitby Civic Society also have a programme of 

events to which you will be warmly welcomed and 

you can find out more by going to our website and 

on the Download page you will find the latest 

Whitby Civic Society Newsletter. 

A  group of Scarborough members recently took 

advantage of joining Whitby Civic Society for their 

excursion on the North Yorkshire Moors Railway. 

 

 

 

 

Executive Committee  
 

If you think you might be interested in joining 

the Committee do come along and see how we 

work. All members are welcome to attend the 

meetings, but please contact the Secretary first, 

to help us know how many may be there. We 

meet at the Red Lea Hotel, on the afternoon of 

the second Wednesday in each month.  

Feedback on the Newsletter, and letters and 

other contributions, including photographs, 

are always welcome, and should please be 

sent to the Editor  

adrianperry@talktalk.net 


