
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Although often described in the local press as ‘the heritage body’, Leeds Civic 
Trust (LCT) also has the present and the future of the City of Leeds written into 
its objectives.  
 
If we take a broad meaning for infrastructure, the way this is designed and  
delivered will shape the city in the short, medium and long term and so the Trust 
has long campaigned for enhancements to the facilities and networks available to 
its citizens. This article sets out a few of the ways in which the Leeds Civic Trust has 
been involved in shaping the infrastructure of the city. 
 
The River Aire is one of the foundation stones of Leeds and the Trust has been  
involved in making the most of this asset from its earliest days, with recently  
retired Director Kevin Grady working for both LCT and “Eye on the Aire”, a 
group pressing for enhancement of what was then a forgotten and polluted  
waterway invisible to most passers-by. The LCT published a series of reports 
which helped spur appropriate parties into action and we then worked with Leeds 
City Council, the Environment Agency, British Waterways (now Canal & River 
Trust), Yorkshire Water and other partners to prepare a Waterfront Strategy 
and help deliver water quality enhancements. As flooding became an issue, we 
objected to plans for 2 metre high walls through the city centre and were key  
lobbyists for the present cheaper and less intrusive scheme of innovative  
moveable weirs and glass flood barriers in sensitive areas. 
 
Community facilities form part of the social infrastructure of a city and, as  
members of the Leeds Sustainable Development Group (www.leeds-sdg.com) we 
were told that developers will not build family houses in the city centre as there 
was no good school. We applied for a Free School and were awarded one of 
the largest in the country, in partnership with Sir John Townsley of the Morley 
Academy. Four years later, the Ruth Gorse Academy is up and running in fantastic 
new buildings in the heart of South Bank (right), transforming educational  
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opportunities for pupils from  
throughout South Leeds. The school 
now forms part of an Education Hub 
which includes the College of Building 
(soon to expand), Leeds City College 
(now converting the Listed Printworks 
as an extension) and a University 

Technical College (left) - built 
within the shell of part of the 
Listed Briames Works. Plans 
are being drawn up for a 
primary school and in summer 2017 a charity is to open an ‘eco-
school’ in old shipping containers to teach practical skills as well as 
the national curriculum. 
 
All these pupils need to get to the city centre safely, so the Trust has 
supported development of 

the Hunslet Stray, an off-road  
pedestrian/cycle route from Leeds 
Bridge to the Education Hub.  
Following the historic line of Hunslet 
Road through the site of Tetley’s 
Brewery, this is now adorned with 
festoon lighting (right) to give it  
instant identity while making it safer 
for walkers on dark mornings and 
evenings.  
 
This concept has been picked up by the new owners of the site, Vastint, who 
have incorporated it within a large park forming the centrepiece of their plans 
for developing the site (picture on page 1). At the city end, there is pressure 
for a new footbridge to the excellent new Sovereign Square delivered by 
Leeds City Council – to move things forward, the LSDG has prepared plans for 
such a link and these can be found on the website above. 
 
The infrastructure elements most familiar to local people are transport  
networks and the LCT has a long history in this area as well. Sometimes our  
 

 
 
 
 
 

stance has been controversial, such as our support for Supertram and then the 
NGT trolleybus – our view was that given the fact that as, at the time, these 
were the only options on the table, it would be better to influence the design 
from the inside. We spent many hours working through plans to try and  
minimise impact on heritage assets – ultimately this was unsuccessful and Leeds 
remains the largest city in Europe without a mass transit system. Leeds has 
been offered additional funding to improve public transport and we have 
participated fully in a ‘Transport Conversation’ which has led to proposals for 
enhanced bus services, new rail stations and better park & ride facilities.  
 
However, High Speed 2 (HS2) is coming, with work starting on phase 1 in the 
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…..through linking with other like-minded organisations, it is possible to  
deliver significant benefits to residents and the physical environment, both 
heritage and future.  



Spring. Current plans will not see trains pulling into Leeds until 2033 but 
at least they will arrive at a station which will ensure the benefits of 
high speed rail are delivered to the whole region. In 2015, initial plans 
for a new HS2 station placed it south of the river, with passengers  
having to walk over 300 yards along Neville Street to reach any  
connecting trains. Working with the Chamber of Commerce, LCT cam-
paigned for an integrated station to provide a seamless  
interchange with local trains throughout the region – our report can be 
seen on the Chamber’s website (http://leeds.wnychamber.co.uk/wp-
content/uploads/HS2-Rethinking-Leeds-Station-July-20151.pdf).  
 
Through engaging with government and HS2 at the highest levels, we 
learnt about capacity constraints within the present station which would 
prevent us from achieving our ‘perfect scenario’ (as illustrated in the 
report) but the principle of an integrated station was accepted. This 
means it will only take minutes to get from a HS2 train to local services, 
so giving real time benefits to those travelling on to other towns in West 
Yorkshire. The report was  
enthusiastically received by 
HS2’s Sir David Higgins and 
the new integrated design is 
now being worked up by a  
specialist consultancy team. 
The joint LCT/Chamber work  
recently won a national ‘Most 
Effective Campaign’ award 
but our task has still not  
finished as we press for a link 
to allow HS2 trains to pass 
through Leeds and travel to 
the Northeast, and for  
integration with Northern  
Powerhouse Rail (high speed 
trains from Liverpool to Hull 
and Newcastle via  
Manchester and Leeds). 
 
The lesson that LCT has learnt 
from all this work is that it is difficult to influence such projects as an individual 
civic society but, through linking with other like-minded organisations, it is 
possible to deliver significant benefits to residents and the physical  
environment, both heritage and future.  
 
To that end, we are represented on City Council, Leeds Business Improvement 
District and Chamber of Commerce working groups – some of these are  
attended by our Director but volunteers represent LCT on others. All this  
engagement means that LCT is highly regarded in the city, which itself adds to 
our influence on all sectors of our operation. 
 
 

 Mike Piet  
Chair of Planning Committee  

Leeds Civic Trust  
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JOINING THE DOTS 

Welcome to our latest newsletter – the ‘infrastructure’ issue. 
 
Over the last few issues, we’ve been trying to focus on our YHACS portfolio 
themes – so, for example, we’ve covered ‘Civic Pride’, ‘Heritage and Culture’, 
‘Future proofing’, ‘Strategy and Growth’ and ‘Design’. Of course, we do rely 
on contributors from members for articles and, given that we are not exactly 
awash with offers of content (see the editor’s article on page 24), we have to 
publish what we can get, whether or not it’s on message. But you can’t blame us 
for trying….. 
 
For this issue, we asked for articles on the theme of infrastructure and we have, 
I’m pleased to say, had some interesting and diverse submissions, as our cover 
article from Leeds Civic Trust demonstrates: an excellent case study showing 
how civic societies can raise their game by thinking about the bigger picture.  
 
Looking at a planning application for a major new development without  
regard to its impact on infrastructure is a bit like planning a big dinner party 
and thinking about the food but not the context: as well as the logistics of food 
purchase, preparation and presentation, you have to think about the guest list, 
the seating plan, the ‘mise-en-scène’ and even the ‘choreography’. If you want 
to delight your guests and have them judge the evening to have been a  
success, you have to get the details right. 
 
In a similar way, we should look at new development proposals in terms of 
whether they will delight the people who will live or work there, the people 
who will make use of its facilities or even just pass by on a daily basis. What 
will be needed, not just in design terms, but in terms of the associated  
infrastructure to make the project viable and sustainable? Thinking about the 
pipes and cables needed to convey water, power and, these days, data. 
What will be the likely impact on transport networks? Do local roads and rail 
networks have the capacity to cope with new development? Are there going to 
be enough car parking spaces (and now, electrical charging points)? Will there 
be a need for new shops and community facilities such as schools, doctors,  
hospitals and so on? And as our towns and cities grow, the greater will be the 
expectations of local residents, businesses and visitors: are there enough  
restaurants, theatres, cinemas, hotels, conference centres, green spaces,  
community centres, and so on, to support the needs and demands of people 
living and working there? It all takes some planning and thinking through and 
this is where having a clear vision of what the future will bring should certainly 
help! Sometimes, it’s a question of scale: a few hundred new houses on the  
outskirts of a large town or city is one thing – but just a few dozen houses in 
the centre of a village something else again. They will, however, all have an 
impact on infrastructure – and that’s an infrastructure that will usually be 
shared with existing residents and businesses. 
 
Now, all the above is important and I’m sure we are already conversant with 
the arguments and have a good knowledge and understanding of what is  
happening, or being planned, in our own areas. Sometimes, though, we have to 
look over the border to see how developments in neighbouring towns and cities 
might affect what is happening in our own patch. We need to take the 
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‘helicopter view’ to work out how the dots should be joined up. With the  
creation of combined authorities, local councils are working together not only to 
share services but also to plan infrastructure – the West Yorkshire Combined 
Authority is, for example “Developing an integrated transport network to  
support people, business, economy and growth” and this work will provide “a 
twenty year vision for developing a modern, high class, integrated transport 
system that supports the Leeds City Region Enterprise Partnership’s Strategic 
Economic Plan for sustained and healthy economic growth - especially for jobs 
and housing”. We are likely to see more of this sub-regional and regional 
planning in coming years – the proposals for a Yorkshire Mayor rumble on but 
could well lead to Yorkshire-wide planning decisions being made in the future 
(anyone remember Yorkshire Forward?). Civic societies will have to be alert to 
these arrangements because decisions made by such regional and sub-regional 
bodies will impact on us all at local level and it will likely be more important 
than ever for civic societies to work together in the future. 
 
Now, one way of achieving this closer working and to build alliances on points 
of common interest is, of course, through attending our YHACS meetings where 
you can speak to representatives of other societies face to face and hear news 
from across the region. While we work hard to find interesting speakers to help 
stimulate your thinking, it is often that the most animated part of our meetings is 
when people are networking with each other over coffee. Whether you come to 
our meetings or not, there is, additionally, our newsletter, full of news and views 
and which we know our members much appreciate. 
 
One final word on infrastructure: with so much going on around us politically, 
societally and technologically, it would be easy to forget that civic societies 
have infrastructure needs of their own. Modern communication tools, effective 
committee and sub-committee structures, risk management procedures, data 
protection protocols, programme and event management – the list goes on. 
How much time you need to devote to the infrastructure requirements of your 
society will depend to some extent on how big and how active your society is, 
but we all need to give these matters the thought and attention they deserve 
and YHACS stands ready to support you should you ever need advice. 

Kevin Trickett 
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More than 6,000 images capturing the changing face of the City of Ripon 
over the past century is to be preserved, digitised, catalogued and made 
publicly accessible online in a project headed by Ripon Civic Society and 
backed by a £59,000 grant from Heritage Lottery Fund. 
  
‘Ripon Re-Viewed’ is the result of many months of work by a group of Ripon 
Civic Society volunteers investigating the collections of photographic negatives 
currently housed in Ripon Library.  From original glass plates dating from the 
1890s through to acetate negatives on a whole range of formats, these  
collections document life in the City through each decade of the twentieth  
century – the people, the places, the buildings, the industries, major events and 
everyday lives of the people in Ripon - a truly remarkable record. 
  
The Heritage Lottery Fund award is enabling the conservation and digitisation 
of the images to be undertaken with support from North Yorkshire County  

‘RIPON RE-VIEWED’ PHOTO PROJECT  
UP AND RUNNING 
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Record Office.  Digitisation is  
almost complete and the original 
materials are being safely stored 
in their archive strong-rooms. The 
cataloguing and compiling rich  
descriptive information is now  
being undertaken by volunteers 
from the community. They are  
working under the guidance of a 
Project Manager, Katy Thornton, a  
Yorkshire-based freelance archivist. 
She is working with a management 
group of Ripon Civic Society  
members to ensure that everything 
goes to plan.  

  
 
 
 
 

They Society is keen for as many local people as possible to get  
involved – the images themselves will prompt plenty of memories and  
information from the people of Ripon, and collating accurate, detailed and 
interesting information will create the opportunity for people to search and 
find the images that relate to their own interests – whether it’s a particular 
street, a school group, or an event - they will all be available on a new, full 
searchable ‘Ripon Re-Viewed’ website. 
  
In addition to the 
website, Ripon 
Civic Society will 
be talking to local 
partners to  
develop themed 
exhibitions and 
presentations, so 
there will be  
plenty of ‘Ripon 
Re-Viewed’  
activities over the 
two years of the 
project. 
  
David Winpenny, Chairman of Ripon Civic Society, says, ‘This major project 
will open a new window on Ripon’s past and preserve important pictures of life in 
the city for future generations.  I am delighted that the Heritage Lottery Fund has 
awarded us this grant.  Thank you to them, and to North Yorkshire County Coun-
cil, and especially to staff in its Library Service and Archive Service, who have 
been very helpful in formulating the idea.   Above all, thank you to the dedicated 
members of the ‘Ripon Re-Viewed’ project committee for all their hard 
work.  Now we have begun the real and exciting work of caring for the images 
– look out for future progress!’ 

David Winpenny 
 

Photos courtesy of David Winpenny 
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preserve important pictures of  life in the city for future generations…...  

Westgate 

Ripon Cathedral 



The historic piers at Whitby offer a clear example of the dilemma 
facing many Civic Societies and other heritage organisations at a 
time of unprecedented cuts in public spending.   
 
The piers are essential infrastructure, providing shelter to vessels in 
the harbour from the violence of North Sea storms. They are equally 
essential to defend some 500 homes and businesses from flooding 
by wave and tide action. Those buildings, clustered around the  
harbour, include two Grade I, four Grade II*, and over 200 Grade 
II buildings.                                                                
 
The Grade II piers are in urgent need of major repairs. Surveys in 
2002 warned that both piers had an estimated residual life of less 
than 10 years. Further studies in 2009 confirmed the need for major 
investment, over both the short and long-term.  Some £8.5M was 
needed within 5 years, to restore the piers to an acceptable  
condition. 
                              
In some respects, this is business as usual. The stone-built piers have 
been repeatedly lengthened, raised and extended over the past 
four centuries.  The sheer effort involved is mind-boggling, without 
mechanical assistance. Minutes of the Harbour Trustees show that 
over 20,000 tons of local stone were delivered for repairs  
between 1798 and 1812. Eye-witness accounts record the childhood 
terror of meeting teams of massive oxen with huge horns, their eyes 
bulging as they strained to haul wagons laden with huge blocks 
through the steep and narrow streets. Yet amazingly it took only eleven weeks 
in 1831 to construct the elegant 75 feet high lighthouse on the West Pier: a  
fluted Doric Column designed by the harbour engineer, Francis Pickernell. 
 
The Environment Agency 
offered a grant of £4.8M 
in 2013, towards the 
£8.5M cost of repairs, but 
the local authority has yet 
to find the rest. Added to which, a further £28M will be needed within 10-15 
years, to raise and strengthen the piers against the expected increases in sea-
level and extreme weather events during this century. 
 
But these days, even with the benefit of modern equipment, £8.5M 
and £28M is nowhere near enough to afford to repair or strengthen 
the piers using dressed local stone, in keeping with the existing  
masonry. Those cost estimates are based on reinforcing the piers by 
the use of extensive sheet-piling, concrete cladding and, at a later 
date, by the addition of rock armour if necessary.  
 
Any proposal for extensive repairs to, for example, York city walls 
using sheet-piling and concrete would rightly be met with outrage 
from all quarters. But would the residents still object, if repairing 
those walls by the most cost-effective means, sooner rather than later, 

THE HISTORIC PIERS  

AT WHITBY 
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……..amazingly it took only eleven weeks in 1831 to construct the 
elegant 75 feet high lighthouse on the West Pier. 
 

The Grade II Lighthouse on Whitby West Pier  

Undermining of the East Pier 

Whitby East Pier on a fine day in October 2016 



would prevent the flooding which has 
affected hundreds of homes in York in 
recent years? 
 
Therein lies the dilemma for Civic  
Societies in towns such as Whitby.  If 
essential  infrastructure is at risk, then 
how much compromise should there be 
on aesthetic considerations?   

 
We are only too well aware 
of the imperative need for 
such repairs to be carried out 
as soon as possible: a breach or failure of the piers would have  
disastrous consequences for the whole tourism-dependent economy of 
the town.  
 

Joyce Stangoe 
 

 
All photos were taken by, and supplied with the permission of,  

friends / members of Whitby Civic Society. 
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Modern-day sheet pile and concrete repairs to 

the East Pier – but much more work needed 

Repairs needed to West Pier, below lighthouse  

ADDINGHAM  
GOES BLUE! 

It was over 3 years ago when we first 
started looking at Blue Plaques as a 
new project for the Society to undertake.  
 
Everyone was very enthusiastic and of  
course we had all seen the many plaques 
around the country. But, we didn’t have 
far to go to see a very successful Blue 
Plaque project first-hand i.e. in  
Ilkley, 3 miles down the road!  
 
We took some guidance from English  
Heritage and set up a small panel of 
‘judges’ to start thinking about likely  
candidates in the Village and the criteria 
to be used to assess them. Our friends at Ilkley Civic Society put us in touch with 
Leander Architectural based near Buxton in Derbyshire who manufacture 
plaques. They got us thinking about size, colour, style of print, design, common 
wording, fixings, etc.. 
 
Then there was the question of how we pay for them and that's when the Parish 
Council stepped in and agreed to contribute to the cost. The way it works is 
that the Parish Council and the Civic Society each pay 25% of the cost, leaving 
the ‘lion’s share, with the recipient. On average the cost of a plaque is around 
the £380 mark including vat and delivery. 

http://www.addinghamcivicsociety.co.uk/


The Society or indeed the Parish Council can come up with suggestions for  
potential ‘candidates’ for plaques and of course residents can do the same. 
The merits of each are considered and once agreed we then start what can be 
a lengthy process of agreeing the wording! When that’s done, Leander will  
prepare a proof and we’ll get a final ‘sign off’ from all parties. An order is 
placed and we start to think about an unveiling ceremony and who might do it. 
We get a date agreed and publish the event in our Members Newsletter, our 
website and the local press. 
 
Phew! 
 
Our first plaque was unveiled in May 2014 and we now have six plaques in 
place with another in the pipeline for unveiling around Feb/March 2017. To 
coincide with a couple of other things planned for 2017 we hope to have our 
very own Blue Plaque trail in place by the Summer. 
 
To be honest the whole process runs like clockwork now and we would urge 
other Societies who haven’t got a scheme underway to think about launching 
one. It ticks all the boxes, is visible and adds real value to our Village. 
 
The wording on the photos of our six plaques, says it all. 
 

Jim Robinson 

 
 
 
 
 
This year is the 100th anniversary of the Battle of the Somme, which lasted 
from early July to late November 1916. 
 
Two volunteer battalions from Bradford – the Bradford Pals – took part in the 
battle and suffered appalling losses. Other Pals’ battalions from Yorkshire met 
with a similar fate. Most of these have fitting memorials in northern France, but 
until now the Bradford Pals have had no such memorial, except for a small 
plaque on the side of a church wall in Hebuterne and an even smaller plaque 
fastened to a tree – both 
are easily overlooked. 
 
To remedy this omission an 
appeal was launched in 
Bradford in 2014 – Honour the Pals – to raise money to provide a much better 
memorial. The members of Bradford Civic Society readily agreed to contribute 
£500 to the appeal. Tricia Platts, who is a stalwart of the Bradford World 
War One Group, and also a member of Bradford Civic Society, took on the  
formidable task of ensuring that a suitable memorial was created and that an 
appropriate site in France was located. Dealing with all the inevitable  
bureaucracy entailed a considerable amount of email traffic between Tricia 
and the French authorities. 

UNVEILING THE MEMORIAL  
TO THE BRADFORD PALS 
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…...but until now the Bradford Pals have had no such memorial, except 
for a small plaque on the side of  a church wall …... 



 

And so it was that a group of Bradford citizens, including the Lord Mayor, 
members of the World War One Group and two representatives of Bradford 
Civic Society set sail for France on 17th November 2016.  
 
On Saturday 19th November the memorial to the Pals was unveiled at a very 
moving ceremony attended by the mayors of several local French towns and 
villages, other local officials and dignitaries and a group of French veterans. 
After the unveiling several wreaths were laid around the memorial, including 
one from Bradford Civic Society. 
 

The memorial itself is a large piece of stone, quarried in Bradford, and  
containing the following inscription: 
  

 
To the memory of the soldiers of the Bradford Pals 

 and the other servicemen of West Yorkshire 
 who served in the Great War 1914-18 

 
And lo, a mighty army came out of the North 

 
 
The Bradford Pals Memorial is on an elevated site at the side of the  
Serre Road, adjacent to the French and British war cemeteries there. This 
is precisely the area where several hundred Bradford Pals were killed 
on the morning of 1st July 1916 in a failed attempt to capture the  
fortified village of Serre. 
 
It was a privilege to be present at the unveiling ceremony. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Alan Hall 
 Bradford Civic Society, Chair 

 
 
 

Photos courtesy of Alan Hall 
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Transport Minister John Hayes has pledged to see the Euston Arch rise 
again as part of his crusade against ‘the cult of ugliness’ of much of the 
built environment, including transport architecture. 
 
‘We will make good the terrible damage that was done to Euston by resurrecting 
the Euston Arch,’ he promised in November 2016. ‘Recently I have seen its 
stones, pulled from the River Lea, where they were ignobly dumped in 1962,’ he 
went on. ‘I support the Euston Arch Trust’s great ambition to see those stones 
stand in Euston once again as part of the rebuilt arch. What a statement it will be 
of the revolt against the cult of ugliness.’ Gavin Stamp tells the story of the 
Euston Arch in his book, ‘Lost Victorian Britain’: 

 
When in 1959 the British Transport Commission announced that Euston 
Station had to be rebuilt and enlarged the initial plans showed the Arch 
placed further south on the Euston Road. However, no authority was 
prepared to pay the comparatively modest cost of re-erecting the  
structure.  Controversy raged for over a year and finally a powerful 
deputation went to see an indifferent and philistine Prime Minister,  
Harold Macmillan but in vain. Demolition work began in October 1961. 
 

The Euston Arch or, as it should be called, propylaeum (gateway) was built in 
1837 to mark the entrance to the London and Birmingham Railway. The stone 
used in its construction came from Bramley Fall Quarry in Yorkshire and it is  
understood that this quarry is still functioning so that similar stone should be 
available to assist in rebuilding the structure. The cost to right this wrong is  
estimated at £10 million. 
  
 
 
 
I have always found the work of the early railway engineers to be  
inspirational; reading about their endeavours as an impressionable teenager 

Society Insight Volume 12, Issue 4 Page 11 

The Euston Arch ...was built in 1837 to mark the entrance to the London and 
Birmingham Railway.   

A GATEWAY TO THE NORTH? 

Photo Courtesy of the Institution of Civil Engineers 



helped me choose engineering as a career. So I was buzzing about the news 
about possible rebuilding of this structure despite the cost and despite the fact 
that yet more money was going towards London.   

 
 
 
 
 

Meeting friends in the pub that night and mentioning the project, I was derailed 
by the response.  
‘Will it make the trains run any faster?’ 
‘Well, no.’ 
‘Will it make the trains run on time?’ 
‘No.’ 
Will it fix the leaking station roof where the water pours in when it rains?’ 
‘Well it might draw attention to the need to invest in railways.’ 
‘Pah!’ 
 
When thinking about civic society 
issues and things dear to our 
hearts it is becoming apparent to 
me that not everyone thinks in the 
same way about the need to 
cherish our heritage in terms of 
our built environment, our  
conservation areas and listed 
buildings. 2017 marks the 50th 
anniversary of conservation areas 
with Historic England carrying out research into people’s attitudes towards them 
and the challenges they face. Perhaps civic societies have a role to play here. 
 
But I still think the North of England deserves a gateway. You can read about 
the Euston Arch project on eustonarch.org 

Peter Cooper 
YHACS President 

In the light of the Information Commissioner’s Office recent fining of the 
RSPCA and the British Heart Foundation for Data Protection breaches and 
the Commissioner’s and the Charitv Commission’s interest in investigating 
other charities, I thought it might be useful to remind members of their Data 
Protection obligations. 
 
There are eight principles set out in the Data Protection Act 1998 and breach 
of any of these can result in criminal prosecution, non-criminal enforcement or 
audit. A financial penalty of up to £500,000 can be imposed.  
 
The principles are that anyone who processes personal information must ensure 
that such information is: 
 

 fairly and lawfully processed; 

 processed for limited purposes; 

 adequate, relevant and not excessive; 

BCC 
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eustonarch.org


Just one year ago,  
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 accurate and up to date; 

 not kept for longer than is necessary; 

 processed in line with their rights; 

 secure; and 
 not transferred to other countries without adequate protection. 

 
We all collect personal information, such as when receiving an email. If I  
forward on an email I have received and fail to delete the original sender’s 
address first, I have at the very least breached the confidentiality of that  
sender. If this happens whilst on “civic society duty”, then I may well have 
breached the Data Protection legislation also. 
 
We couldn’t operate successfully without collecting information, but we have to 
be careful how we use it.  
 
Which brings me to my heading and the Golden Rule. If in doubt, always use 
the bcc line for the addresses of the people to whom you are sending your 
mailshot. That way you have a list of the addressees, but each of them will 
not. 

Richard Ward 
YHACS Treasurer 

After almost 30 years at the helm of Leeds Civic Trust Dr Kevin Grady is 
stepping down. He tells Chris Bond about how the city has changed during 
that time and the challenges it still faces. 
 
When Kevin Grady first arrived in Leeds in the autumn of 1969, Neil  
Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin had just taken a giant step for mankind and the 
Beatles were still top of the pops. The world was a different place and so, too, 

KEVIN GRADY  
LEEDS’ CHAMPION RETIRES 



was Leeds - the city that has been his home for more than 40 years. "When I 
came to Leeds if you wanted a cup of tea and a sandwich there wasn’t much 
choice. There were a couple of greasy spoon cafés; other than that you had to 
pop into Lewis’s or Schofields to their cafeteria. 
"The notion that we could become like a continental city with street cafés was seen 
as laughable - who’s going to want to sit outside in Leeds drinking coffee?... and 
now look." 
Indeed. Last year alone more than 30 new restaurants, bars and cafés opened 
in the city, part of the food revolution that has swept through this country over 
the past decade or so. 
 
It’s just one of the dramatic changes Dr Grady has seen in the city. As director 
of Leeds Civic Trust he has been a tireless, and at times outspoken, champion 
for the city, rubbing shoulders with business and political leaders but at the 
same time prepared to oppose plans he and the Trust feel won’t enhance the 
city - even if it’s meant the occasional carpeting. 
 
Now, after 29 years in the role, he’s stepping down. "I’ve enjoyed the job and 
met all sorts of interesting people but I’m 66 now and I think it’s time for a 
younger person to take this on, " he says. 

 
 
 
 
 

Prior to joining the Trust in 1987 he had worked as a university lecturer  
interspersed with a stint as a tax inspector and, more incongruously, as a  
conjurer under the alias of Dr Marvelo the Magician. His great passion, though, 
was for urban history which prompted him to write a series of books and  
articles that led him to become the de facto historian of Leeds. So when the 
Trust, set up in 1965, needed fresh impetus he was the obvious choice. "To me it 
was like being handed a blank sheet of paper." 
 
He set about making the organisation more vocal when it came to city planning 
and heritage issues. With Dr Grady at the helm the Trust quickly got involved in 
raising awareness about the state of the River Aire which at the time was a 
polluted mess. The Trust backed the Eye on the Aire project and lobbied the 
government and Yorkshire Water, which led to a £60m clean-up operation. 
"This meant for the first time since the Industrial Revolution Leeds actually had a 
river in the city centre of the quality to sustain a good coarse fishery," he says. 
 
As well as supporting environmental campaigns like this, the Trust set up a  
committee to monitor planning applications. Another early success was  
preventing the south side of Boar Lane, which had been earmarked for a  
shopping centre, from being demolished. 
 
The Trust was also instrumental in helping to force through a public inquiry in 
1988 that prevented Kirkgate Market from being turned into a giant shopping 
centre. "After that our kudos shot up because we were seen as an organisation 
that wouldn’t be bullied." 
 
Dr Grady is proud, too, of the way the Trust has helped shape the city’s  
waterfront. "For me a key thing was getting that blend between good modern 
buildings and conserving heritage on the waterfront and in my 29 years one of 
the major achievements and a huge improvement in the city has been the  
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regeneration of the waterfront," he says. "Our success over the years has been 
down to the fact that although we have no power, developers come to tells us 
about their schemes and we have regular meetings with the council. So we’ve been 
able to influence the climate. 
"Somebody once told me if you’re out on the streets shouting and marching then 
you’re not in the game, you’re on the outside. One of the things the Trust has 
done is get on the inside." 
 
Not that he’s taking the credit for Leeds’s transformation. For that he points to 
people like former civic architect John Thorp and Jon Trickett, Labour’s  
Hemsworth MP and former city council leader. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The role of the Trust has grown dramatically since Dr Grady took over. In  
addition to a planning committee that meets every fortnight to discuss key 
schemes or any heritage issues, it also produces guide books on the city, holds 
public lectures and does heritage walks. "We run Heritage Open Days in the 
city. This year we had 112 events over the heritage open day weekend and we 
also do the blue plaques which we didn’t have when I started." 
 
 
 
 
 
The latter have proved particularly popular and there are now 150 dotted 
around Leeds. "We were only supposed to do 20 and it got a bit out of hand, 
but there’s a real enthusiasm for them because they stimulate pride in an area." 
 
However, he believes there are still challenges facing the city, not least the 
vexed question of public transport and the failure to get the Supertram project 
and latterly the Trolleybus scheme off the ground. "There have been significant 
improvements to transport here but the fact is if you are a thriving modern city 
you’ve got to have a rapid transit system of some description." It’s something he 
feels must be addressed. "We backed the Trolleybus system and were vilified for 
it, but our view was you have to get into the game." 
 
The lack of a purpose-built conference centre is another hobby horse. "If you 
are a big city like Leeds you should have a conference centre with exhibition  
facilities and the fact is until Leeds hosts a party-political conference it’s not  
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Following a public meeting in the autumn, Pontefract Civic Society has 
now formed the dedicated Pontefract & District Rail Sub-Group to focus on 
the opportunities for improving both services and stations which run 
through the district. 
 
Peter Cookson, civic society President and Sub-Group Chair said "Of all the 
principal towns of West Yorkshire, Pontefract is the most irrationally served by 
rail. Connectivity is poor and there are no fully usable services passing through 
the town; Pontefract is truly the Achilles Heel of West Yorkshire rail services. In 
the context of the Northern Powerhouse and the Leeds City Region, this makes 

PONTEFRACT & DISTRICT RAIL SUB-GROUP GETS  
A HEAD OF STEAM 

going to be up there in the big league of cities." 
 
He would also like to see more greenery. "We say we are the greenest city in 
Europe and if you take the whole district then yes we’ve got fantastic parks and 
people are rightly proud of them. "But in the city centre itself we have very little 
green space. So there’s still a lot we can do to improve the public realm, we 
need more trees and we need more grass." 

 
 
 
 
 

It is the city’s so-called South Bank area that he believes is key to the  
long-term success of Leeds. "It has the potential to be the great showpiece of 
urban development in the country if we get it right. But you have to be careful  
otherwise you can end up with a load of office development and little else." 
 
Despite such concerns, he is optimistic for the future. He points to the success of 
Trinity Leeds and the new Victoria Gate shopping centre that have helped 
make the city a top destination for those after a spot of retail therapy. 
Then there’s its burgeoning arts scene. "When I started this job Quarry Hill was 
empty and we now have West Yorkshire Playhouse, Northern Ballet, Phoenix 
Dance and the Leeds College of Music, and over the last 30 years Leeds has  
developed a large number of cultural stars." 
 
The city, he says, is unrecognisable from the place he arrived in as a student. "It 
used to be a bit grim and gritty and when business people brought guests here 
they used to take them out to a country pub because it was felt there was  
nowhere decent to eat in the city centre, and all that’s changed. 
 
"One of the most pleasing things looking back is had I been retiring in 2008 it 
would have all been doom and gloom. "But now the economy has picked up, the 
confidence is there and I’m finishing on a high because we have architects and 
developers beating down our door to come here. The city is definitely on the up 
and the prospects are limitless." 
 

Article and photos courtesy of Chris Bond 
Assistant Features Editor, Yorkshire Post & Yorkshire Evening Post 

 

….we have architects and developers beating down our door to come 
here. The city is definitely on the up and the prospects are limitless. 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

no sense at all and this group has the rationalisation of the rail service patterns as 
one of its key campaigning objectives." 
 
Whilst Pontefract has three stations serving three different routes, it is the only 
town in West Yorkshire which is uniquely disadvantaged in rail provision,  
following decades of poor local government and rail authority decision  
making. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Carol Reeves, Sub-Group Secretary said “I have been a daily commuter for 30 
years in London, Bedfordshire as well as West Yorkshire. I often travel by train to 
business meetings around the country as well as using them fun activities and day  
trips. I hope to bring my experiences of rail use to this group and I'm looking  
forward to engaging with others and the local community to bring better  
accessibility, infrastructure and rail services to Pontefract”. 
 
The society believes it’s not ideal that people of the area can’t directly connect 
by rail more frequently to places like Huddersfield, Lincoln, Scarborough and 
the Peak District. Pontefract & its surrounding towns and villages deserve better 
quality of services, rolling stock and stations. Pontefract can be at the Yorkshire 
heart of the rail network, as opposed to feeling like we are at the end of line! 
 
If you are an interested rail user and wish to get involved, then please email 
rail@pontefractcivicsociety.org.uk 
 

Paul Cartwright 
 

Photo courtesy of Paul Cartwright 
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I’d like to say a big thank you to all those societies that have already  
renewed their membership of YHACS for 2017.  
 
Not yet a month into the New Year and we are over halfway there in terms of 
the number of societies paying their subscriptions when compared with last 
year’s membership position. 
 
We are, of course, always saddened when a civic society tells us that they 
have decided not to renew their membership and, over the years, we have 
seen a number fall away. Sometimes they come back to us after a year or two 
in the wilderness but, sometimes, withdrawal of membership is indicative of 
more serious underlying problems and we have seen a number of societies  
closing down. Unfortunately, by the time we have been alerted, the society is 
already history. On a brighter note, we also welcome new organisations into 
our membership from time to time with the result that, overall, our total  
membership has hovered around the 40 mark ever since YHACS was forced to 
adopt the subscription model following the demise the Civic Trust funding  
subvention that we used to receive. 

 
 
 
 
 

It is with considerable regret, therefore, that I have to report one of our long-
standing members has just contacted me to say they have decided not to renew 
their membership for 2017.  I think it is fair to say that I speak for my fellow 
YHACS committee members as well as myself when I say that we feel let down 
by this society’s decision, not least because the decision they have made implies 
that we have failed them. 
 
We stand accused specifically of three failings. While I paraphrase here for 
brevity, the charges against YHACS that were used to justify the decision not to 
renew membership were: 
 

i. That we don’t provide enough information about YHACS activities;   
ii. That we no longer provide printed copies of the newsletters; and 
iii. That the insurance package offered via Civic Voice is too expensive and 

YHACS hasn’t addressed this by offering a cheaper alternative. (This has 
led the society to join BALH – the British Association for Local History – 
which charges £65 per year for membership including insurance for  
member societies. I should point out that the society hasn’t renewed its 
membership of Civic Voice either). 

 
In my response to the society, I took issue with the three charges against us: 
 

i. I think we provide a great deal of information about our activities! We 
brief members on what we’ve been doing at our quarterly meetings, 
write about it in our newsletters, bulletins, and email communications. We 
also summarise our activities in the annual report. There is also infor-
mation on our website and we advertise our events and other news via 
Twitter. The information is out there, but it’s a two-way exchange – we 
put the information out but member societies (and their committees) have 

ONE OF OUR SOCIETIES IS MISSING 
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to be prepared to pick it up, either through reading our published items 
or by attending our meetings (and preferably both), and then passing it 
on to their members.  

 
I did ask the society if they had been unaware for example, that in 2016 
we prioritised saving Horbury and Market Weighton Civic Societies from 
closure? Or that we successfully re-floated the former (although the latter 
will take more work)? And I asked if they had not appreciated we had 
been working through our YHACS Portfolios to find and share information 
as well interesting speakers based on the portfolio themes, helping  
societies to think about future strategy, planning, design, civic pride,  
culture and heritage and so on. I pointed out that we have also  
represented YHACS (and therefore the civic society movement) at forums 
with Historic England, Civic Voice and no doubt others that I couldn’t  
immediately recall but included at least one All Party Parliamentary 
Group meeting in London. I also explained that Helen Kidman has  
regularly attended the regional committee of Civic Voice and has now 
taken over the chair’s role on that committee, putting YHACS in a very 
influential position within the movement nationally.  
 
Surely, I asked, all this activity, which has been talked about in our  
meetings and written about in our newsletters, bulletins and email  
communications couldn’t have passed the society by, especially as they 
have regularly sent representatives to our quarterly meetings? 
 
 
 
 
 
And on top of all that, we gave advice and support on request to  
members and I have had face-to-face meetings with the committees of 
two societies during the last year where they had specific problems that 
they wished to discuss with me.  
 
Nor, I hoped, will the society lose sight of the fact that all the above was 
done in addition to the work that goes into organising the quarterly  
meetings and producing the newsletters and bulletins. As important to 
bear in mind, I added, is that all this activity is done by a YHACS  
committee made up of people very much involved in running their own 
societies – yet for this level of support and engagement, we ask each of 
our member societies to give us the equivalent of just 96p a week!  

 
ii.  That we no longer send out printed copies of the newsletter is, of course,  

true. I cannot argue with that. We used to print and post out two copies of 
what used to be a 12-page quarterly newsletter for each member  
society. But print and postage costs continue to rise and we would have to 
raise the annual subscription considerably to cover the cost of printing and 
distributing newsletters. Using email to distribute copies means that we can 
add extra pages at will, that we can provide up-to-the minute news (it 
takes around 10 days to get a newsletter printed and posted from the 
time the edition is signed off – allowing a couple of days for postal  
delivery and the news is not quite so new).  
 
However, the society added a rider to this part of the complaint – they 
said they had “No capability [of distributing] the excellent INSIGHT to our 
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membership at acceptable cost.” While appreciating the compliment in 
there, I think what the society was looking for – and this comes from  
previous conversations – was for YHACS to print and dispatch sufficient 
copies of the newsletter for each of their members. Roll that out across 40 
or so member societies and you can see why we much prefer email! I can 
only guess at what we would have to charge in annual subscriptions if we 
were to go down that road. 

 
(If, by the way, we were to print copies of the YHACS newsletter and post 
them out, we’d need to put the subs up significantly. And if the society did 
want us to provide them with a copy of the newsletter for each of their 
members, rather than the two copies for each society that we used to  
offer, we would have to put the subs up substantially. When Wakefield 
Civic Society used to print copies of the newsletter to post out to our  
members, it used to cost us around £70 per quarter for printing – and 
that’s just one society. Imagine the cost if we did it for 40 societies. But who 
amongst us now wants the faff and hassle of providing paper copies when 
it can all be done by email?) 
 

iii.  As for the insurance issue, I will reiterate here what I told the society more 
or less verbatim:  
You must have missed what I said about insurance last year: I approached  
Zurich Insurance in 2016 to see if I could negotiate a better offer for  
members as the company had launched a new insurance policy for small  
charities. It was Adrian Perry at Scarborough Civic Society who had alerted 
me to this and asked me to investigate on behalf of our members.  
 
After much discussion and to-ing and fro-ing with the company, I eventually 
received a quote from them that was within a couple of pounds or so of what 
the Civic Voice insurance deal worked out at and so I concluded that there 
was no need to change. The Civic Voice scheme has the advantage of being 
specifically targeted at the sort of activities in which civic societies engage, so 
there should be no doubt about the cover (a good example being when 
Wakefield Civic Society asked for public liability cover for street closure we 
needed for a street market – one phone call to the broker was sufficient to 
confirm that we were covered because ‘that’s exactly the sort of activity’ they 
expected societies to be involved with).  

 
YHACS has looked at the cover provided by BALH a number of times but has 
always concluded it did not provide the right level of cover for our members 
(the basic level of cover included in the membership fee excludes cash, office 
contents, and manual work, for example, and there’s no trustee indemnity 
cover unless you pay extra. If you can recruit a committee member these days 
without trustee indemnity cover being in place, then you have probably  

recruited someone who doesn’t understand the question. Proceed with extreme 
caution!). 

 
We have had many discussions about insurance over the years and I had 
thought that we had put this debate to bed once and for all, even if it wasn’t 
the answer that this society was looking for, but let me recap on the  

background to where we are now. 
 
As a former trustee of Civic Trust, I was involved in the original negotiations 
for what has since become the Civic Voice offer (the late Mike Burke had put 
me in touch with a broker he knew to help ensure we got the best deal). There 
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was the option of two insurance models:  
 
 One model was where the Civic Trust would buy a policy to cover all  
 societies that were paid-up members – but that was going to cost in the 

region of £80,000 a year – and Civic Trust would then have had to try to 
recover the cost from members. This option would have been cheaper 
overall but: (a) we had no guarantees that members would reimburse us, 
(b) Civic Trust couldn’t afford the initial outlay and (c) Civic Trust would 
have had to lay down rules about how societies conducted themselves 
(such as doing risk assessments, etc.) as any claim against the policy by 
one society would have had an impact on future renewal quotes. This 
would have required supervision of local civic societies by Civic Trust. You 
can see why we couldn’t do that. We would have also had to negotiate 
extra cover for societies that needed it and charge accordingly (eg., 
where societies owned or leased properties). 

 
 The second model was one where individual societies enter into a direct  
 contract with the insurer, negotiating their own extra cover as required. This 

was the model we implemented albeit at a cost to societies of £245 a year 
(although there is now a cheaper type of cover for societies that don’t do 
very much and have a limited programme and which better suit the society 
in question?). 

 
Finally, I concluded my reply to the society by asking if they were perhaps 
looking to YHACS to solve some underlying problems that actually lay at the 
door of the society itself, something which I have seen before. If a society can’t 
distribute the YHACS newsletter and other papers to the majority of its  
members, why is this? Is it because they are just not geared up to do so as a 
committee, or is it because their members don’t have access to email? If the  
latter is claimed to be the reason, I wondered when they last surveyed their 
members to find out what the current position actually is?  
 
When we switched primarily to email communications at Wakefield Civic  
Society some years ago, we discovered that most of our members had email  
addresses and were happy to receive emails from us – they just hadn’t told us. 
It also means we can keep in touch much more frequently and we have rather 
dispensed with the newsletter in consequence – email is so much more  
immediate. As time has gone on, more people have email and the number  
without (or who claim to be without!) had dropped in percentage terms (to 
around 10% today).  
 
There are two reasons for this reduction. Firstly, and it’s a hard fact of life, but 
it is mainly older people who don’t have email and this group is diminishing in 
number. Secondly, and as an indicator of what should be happening  
everywhere, because we make use of modern communication methods – a 
good website, email, Facebook and Twitter, facility to book events on-line, etc, 
we are recruiting more and more people to our events who are tooled up to 
use and respond to these modern methods. This also has an impact on the age 
profile of our members, more young people at our events, some of whom then 
take the plunge and join the Society and a few who even take the next step 
and join the committee, including people in their 20s and 30s. Until last year 
when they both turned 40, we had two who committee members who were in 
their 30s and, just a month ago, I recruited someone in their 20s to our  
committee. We wouldn’t have done that had we not been using modern tools 
that young people use. 
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MEMBERS SOCIALISING AHEAD OF  
RECENT YHACS MEETINGS 

I observed that, far from using modern communication tools, the society now in 
the spotlight still didn’t have a website – so while it may well exist on paper it 
was effectively invisible on-line. And gone are the days when having a website 
was enough. These days, while it is still necessary to have one, it is no longer 
sufficient on its own. How can a society reach out to young people if they are 
not visible on-line? How do the committee change the current dynamic of the 
society so that it can face the future if it isn’t prepared to embrace new ways 
of working? 
 
I hope we part as friends. I wished the society well for the future out there on 
its own but expressed the hope that they might reconsider the decision to  
withdraw from YHACS, if not this year, then perhaps next. It has long been my 
contention (freely expressed at meetings and in the newsletter!), that societies 
who don’t support YHACS and Civic Voice are getting a free ride on the  
coattails of those who do. How will this society influence government policy in 
future I asked, without direct access to YHACS and Civic Voice? 
 
I’d like to think that the decision not to renew is just a blip and not a beginning 
of that downward trend I remarked on at the top of this article.  
 
I very much want the next communication I receive from that society to be a 
membership cheque and not a notice of closure. 

 

Kevin Trickett  
YHACS Chair 
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Prime Minister, Theresa May MP gave her support for Civic Day 2017 after 
it was launched at an event in Parliament. The Prime Minister said “I am 
pleased to lend my support to Civic Day, the national celebration of civic pride. It 
is fantastic to see communities coming ]together and celebrating where they live.” 
 
Civic Day is part of the Civic Voice vision to create a society where everyone 
can say 'I care about where I live'. Civic Day is an annual celebration which 
gives communities the chance to celebrate their local area and promote civic 
pride. Civic societies and community groups host a variety of events, ranging 
from guided walks, to street parties, to sports events, all in the name of  
celebrating their local area. 
Civic Day 2017 will be taking place on June 17th 2017. 
Craig Mackinlay MP, chair of the All Party Parliamentary Group for Civic  
Societies welcomed Ms May's support for the campaign. Mr Mackinlay said “I 
am overjoyed to hear that the Prime Minister is supporting Civic Day this year. I 
know, in the past that she has often attended her local Civic Day event in  
Maidenhead. The fact that the Prime Minister is supporting the campaign is a true 
measure of how important Civic Day is to communities across the country and I 
strongly urge even more people to get involved this year". 
 
Joan Humble, chair of Civic Voice said “The first Civic Day was held on June 
25th, 2011 and involved over 200 community groups across England who put on 
over 350 events to celebrate where they live. Since then over 1000 community 
events have been held across England making Civic Day a truly national event. 
We want communities to carry on with this trend. Do you love where you live? If 
so get involved! Civic Day is a day for everyone in the local community to come 
together to celebrate where they live. Be a part of it.” 
 
Details of some of the events being run across England can be found on the 
Civic Voice website http://www.civicvoice.org.uk/campaigns/civic-day/. 
 
Community groups and civic societies can sign up for Civic Day 2017 by visiting 

the Civic Voice website http://www.civicvoice.org.uk/campaigns/civic-day/. 
The concept of conservation areas was introduced in England, Wales and 
Scotland by the Civic Amenities Act 1967 through a private members’ bill 
led by Lord Duncan Sandys. Civic Voice now holds the annual Sandys  
Lecture in his name. 
 
When conservation areas legislation was introduced there was widespread 
public concern over the pace of redevelopment in our historic towns and cities. 
Today there are over 10,000 conservation areas in the UK (approximately 
9,300 in England, 500 in Wales, 650 in Scotland and 60 in Northern Ireland) 
reflecting the popularity of this legislative tool in identifying and protecting our 
most valued historic places. 
 
Conservation area designation essentially controls the demolition of unlisted 
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THE BIG CONSERVATION CONVERSATION 

PM, THERESA MAY MP SUPPORTS  
NATIONAL CIVIC DAY 2017  

http://civicvoice.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5128291c803f66657704671f8&id=eeb22cd66c&e=b20a12ea4d
http://civicvoice.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5128291c803f66657704671f8&id=0735fc5eb9&e=b20a12ea4d
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SOURCES OF “SOCIETY INSIGHT” ARTICLES 

I’d like to thank the Societies that have contributed articles to the Newsletter 
during the last three years (12 editions – 2014 to 2016) for their input, and, 
at the risk of generating more work for the Editor, urge all Societies to  
consider publicising their work to YHACS members. It helps spread “good” 
ideas, shares good practice and lets the wider world know what this region’s 
Civic Societies and Trusts are doing for their communities.  
About 2/3rds of our members have had at least one article published - see 
the chart above to see where your Society came. As might be expected , 
Chairman’s Reports, policy advice and other reports from Committee  
members top the list.  
Congratulations to Pontefract Civic Society for supplying the most Society-
based articles. On the flipside though, of the 41 member Societies in YHACS, 
15 (37%) have never, in this period, felt moved to submit a single article.  
It would be great to hear from them in 2017. 
Happy New Year! 

David Moss, YHACS Newsletter Editor 
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buildings over a certain size and works to protect trees, restricts permitted  
development rights on dwelling houses and tightens regulations on  
advertising. It also places a statutory duty on local planning authorities to pay 
special attention to preserving or enhancing the character or appearance of  
conservation areas while undertaking their planning duties. In 2017 and with 
the support of Laura Sandys, the civic movement will be raising awareness of 
conservation areas and we want you to show your support. Sign up today to 
join our newsletter which will keep people updated on our activities. Sign up 
here. 
 
Designating a conservation area should not be seen as an end in itself: we 
live in a changing world and for the historic environment to survive and  
continue to be cherished it needs to be positively managed. We want  
communities across the country to come together and say "My Conservation 
Area Matters".  

http://civicvoice.us5.list-manage1.com/subscribe?u=5128291c803f66657704671f8&id=e50ba6a6d4
http://civicvoice.us5.list-manage1.com/subscribe?u=5128291c803f66657704671f8&id=e50ba6a6d4
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DEANSGATE BRIDGE IN GRIMSBY  
GETS REPAIRS COMPLETED 

It is about five years ago since a  
vehicle collided with the parapet on 
Deansgate Bridge, which is over the 
main railway line, into Grimsby.  
 
The road is one of the major routes into 
the town. When it was reported, to the 
Executive Committee of the Society, 
that there seemed to be some delay in 
carrying out the repairs, we began  
corresponding with Engie (formerly EDF 
Suez/Balfour Beatty; they have a  
contract from the local council for planning and highways)  

 
 
 
 
 

When I (Martyn Turner) became chairman of the Civic Society I continued with 
the e-mail correspondence with the Senior Engineer (Engie). We were informed 
that the new iron work and stone blocks was available but that there were  
further delays. We were assured in 2014 that the work would be carried out 
when work on the Cleethorpes Flyover was completed.  
 
This did not happen. 

 
Out of frustration, in early 2016, we decided to contact Net-
work Rail to see if we could make any progress with this issue. 
A meeting was arranged including a representative from Net-
work Rail and he informed us that the major problem was with 
the erection of scaffold. This would have to be “track side” and 
local contractors did not want to complete the paperwork. He  
suggested that they erect the scaffold and send an invoice to 
the council. 
 
We were delighted with this approach and Engie were able to 
replace the sandstone blocks and railing. Network Rail took the 
opportunity to clear trees, shrubbery and ivy from near the  
railway. 
 

The society arranged a photo opportunity (above) at the Bridge with local  
media representatives and issued a press release, which included the following 
statement: 
“We believe that Civic Pride is important and that it is little issues like this (as 
was) that lets the community and town down. It is not a good signal for future 
investors to the town.” 
 

Martyn Turner  
Chairman  

 Grimsby,Cleethorpes and District Civic Society. 

….Civic Pride is important and ... it is little issues like this that lets the 
community and town down. It is not a good signal for future investors to 
the town. 
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NEXT YHACS MEETING 

  SATURDAY 28TH JANUARY 1:00 - 4:00 PM 

AGM AND MEMBERS MEETING 
AT  

CEDAR COURT HOTEL, HARROGATE, HG1 5AH 
 
 

GUEST SPEAKERS :  
 

PROFESSOR RICK BATTARBEE - PROF. OF ENVIRONMENTAL CHANGE 
AT UNIVERSITY COLLEGE LONDON 

 

JOAN HUMBLE - CHAIR OF CIVIC VOICE AND BLACKPOOL CIVIC 
TRUST 

CONTACT: KEVIN TRICKETT ON 01924 361180 OR INFO@YHACS.ORG.UK 

●  Chairman, Kevin Trickett (Priorities for Growth) 

 kevintrickett@msn.com   01924 361180 

 Vice Chairman, David Moss (Newsletter and Communictions) 

 damoss43@yahoo.co.uk  01757 268418 

●  Secretary, Helen Kidman (Planning) 

 helen.kidman3@tbtinternet.com  01943 609154 

●  Treasurer, Richard Ward (Legal/Financial; Towns, Cities & Public Realm) 

 r.m.ward1@btinternet.com  01723 374801 

   Exec Committee Member, Dr. Kevin Grady 

office@leedscivictrust.org.uk  0113 2439594 

●   Exec Committee Member, Malcolm Sharman  (Heritage & Culture) 

 malcsharman@hotmail.com 

 Exec Committee Member, David Winpenny (Design Quality)  
 david@winpennypr.co.uk             

 Exec Committee Member, Tony Leonard   

 ad.leonard@btinternet.com   01430 872871  

 Exec Committee Member,  Margaret Hicks-Clarke (Civic Pride & Engagement) 

 margarethicksclarke@gmail.com        07841802030  

 Exec Committee Member, Jim Robinson (Infrastructure)  

 chairman@addinghamcivicsociety.co.uk 01943 831476 

● Exec Committee Member,  Paul Cartwright 01977 708658  

 chairman@pontefractcivicsociety.org.uk 

●  President, Peter Cooper (Website; Towns, Cities & Public Realm) 

 cooperpeter@pobroadband.co.uk 01723 513754  

 

Please send any articles, 
comments, letters or 
questions to the editor: 
  
David Moss 
 

Tel: 01757 268 418  

Email: 
damoss43@yahoo.co.uk 
 
 

The Yorkshire and    

Humber Association of 

Civic Societies (YHACS) 

is the distinct voice of the 

civic society  

movement in the  

Yorkshire and Humber 

region, and our vision is 

to enhance the quality of 

life for all citizens in the 

region by engaging  

citizens not only in the  

protection of local  

heritage but also in the 

promotion of sustainable 

economic development 

and urban renaissance.   

Tues 31st January APPG for Civic Societies: 'Is Neighbourhood Planning 
   going to deliver the homes the country needs?'  
 
Tues 21st February  APPG for Civic Societies - “Local Heritage Assets” 
 
Tues 7th March  APPG  -  'The Big Conservation Conversation'  
 
Sat 17th June   Civic Day 2017 
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