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At the launch of the Civic Voice manifesto last year,
Civic Voice president Griff Rhys Jones claimed that
there is a ‘crisis in civic engagement’.

He thought this was a symptom of the frustration people
Civic Voice Design
feel as power is taken away from communities and they
Awards……….......4 are subject to tokenistic consultation. ‘We need to give all
citizens opportunities to actively shape the future of their
Selby-Hull Railway
place and to give communities the powers they need to
Anniversary….........5 enable their town and city centres to prosper’.
News from
Pontefract CS….....6

At YHACS we are currently dealing with other effects of
a crisis in civic engagement as we try to re-launch two
societies in our region that have fallen on hard times. In
the news we hear of participation levels in sport declining,
Magna Carta
Monument…...…...7 despite the Olympic legacy. A local example is a
bowling club, founded 100 years ago, that had 200
members in the sixties and is now down to 23 and facing
New planning
closure this autumn. Are you immune to all this, or do you
proposals………...7
have trouble recruiting committee members? Are your
community organisations struggling and, if so, why? Can
uPVC windows …8
we find out and, more importantly, can we do anything
about it?
Hornsea Blue
Plaque……….......9
One theory that has been put forward is a change to
‘polycentric living’. In the past, people could carry out
Halifax
Image ex Wikipedia by
their activities in one locality; now we may live in one
DarwinPeacock, Maklaan
Awards…......10-11 place, work in another, shop and pursue leisure activities
somewhere else. We have the resources to move around
Events....................12 and the chance to do new things and our loyalty to our home town is no longer as
strong. Another argument is that to have a sense of civic pride you need to feel your
town or city is unique, that it has something special to offer. We have cloned high streets where ‘you could
be anywhere’, giving a lack of a feel of a distinctive place.
In Yorkshire we are luckier than some in that our region has a strong traditional identity and a coherent
area. Civic pride built our town halls and provided many of the fine public buildings that still dominate our
towns and cities. Perhaps these buildings and their maintenance are one of the keys. The Association of
Building Preservation Trusts says, ‘The heritage of an area is very important to local communities. Historic
buildings, whether alone or as part of a group, establish the particular character of the town or urban area in
which they stand. They are attractive in scale, materials and design. However, where they become run-down
and derelict, they can become a magnet for anti-social behaviour and vandalism. In contrast, high quality
historic buildings can be a powerful stimulus for generating confidence in a local area and promoting civic
pride’. I believe this to be true with some passion (if you are involved in restoring an (cont’d on p2)
www.yhacs.org.uk
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VIEW FROM
THE CHAIR
Very little, I’ll tell you!
Except that’s not true, of course.
Being a volunteer isn’t for everyone, I can accept
that. And being a volunteer who is prepared to do
something rather than just attend the odd meeting is
probably for even fewer amongst us, yet for those
who do make that commitment and are prepared to
join in and take part, surely there are many
rewards?

Volunteering is a serious business – a pet
theme re-emerges
Who’d be a volunteer, eh? Especially a volunteer
responsible for helping to run a civic society?
You have to work hard (crikey!), deal with people
(egads!), raise money (lawks a-mercy!) and lots of
other inconvenient things, from reading papers to
attending meetings (who knew?). You have to juggle
responsibilities, sort out problems, assess and carry
risk, and be willing to roll your sleeves up when
needed. And what do you get in return?

My philosophy has always been that the more you
put into life, the more you get back; the more you
do, the more opportunities there are for personal
enrichment and fulfilment. I can honestly say that
volunteering at local, regional and even national
level has opened up so many doors for me: I’ve
met people I would never have otherwise met, been
to places I might well have never visited, and had
many unique experiences that I would not have had
if I’d just stayed at home on an evening watching
TV. I’ve also tested and broadened my skills,
developed my knowledge and gained fresh insights
into many aspects of how things work. On top of
this, I can honestly say (cont’d on p3)

A CRISIS IN
CIVIC ENGAGEMENT (

CONT’D)

historic building you definitely need passion to survive) and am happy to be involved in two groups helping
to restore two historic buildings in Scarborough.

From whence cometh our help? From the centre we are offered the Northern Powerhouse, now referred to
in some quarters as the Northern Powercut following the pause in the Trans-Pennine railway electrification
scheme.
Or is the answer nearer to home? I was talking to associates at a regional event recently and they all said
how much they had enjoyed recent visits to Scarborough. They pointed out all the good things they had
seen; as a Scarborian I didn’t recognise the place! Scarborough’s Urban Renaissance, involving collaborative
planning for all* with participation via charrettes, was a success and helped the town avoid the worst of the
effects of the recession that has blighted so many seaside areas. In the end most of the good work was done
by Scarborough pulling itself up by its own bootstraps.
Perhaps here is the answer to a crisis in civic engagement; it starts with us.
Peter Cooper
Scarborough Civic Society
* See the excellent ‘Collaborative Planning for All’ document on the Civic Voice website.
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VIEW FROM
THE CHAIR (CONTINUED)
that I’ve had a lot of laughs. Of course, there are
times when, presented with some awkward and intractable problem, I rue the day I ever said yes to
volunteering, but fortunately those occasions are
fleeting and I’m soon back on track.
Now, I don’t regard myself as unique in any of this.
Around the country there are thousands and
thousands of people helping to keep things going in
their community through volunteering: life in Britain
would be much the poorer without this army of
volunteers. But something does seem to be changing
in society generally. In our front page article, Peter
Cooper asks if there is a crisis in civic engagement.
Even the National Trust complains that pensioners
are too busy to volunteer these days. Whether it is
because of a breakdown in the bonds that usually
bind us to each other within our families and
communities because we no longer live, work and
socialise entirely within one place, or because of our
rapidly changing lifestyles, including having to work
longer hours and to later in our lives, this is a
problem for all. It is all too easy to enjoy the
benefits provided by others who have volunteered
their time and effort to organise something without
giving a thought about offering to help with the next
event – but imagine how life would be if all the
people who volunteered suddenly stopped?

Is yours a society that you’d want to join as a
member, let alone a committee member, if you
weren’t already there? If you were being asked to
join today, knowing what you do, would you still take
on that responsibility? Is your society able to attract
new, younger members to keep going into the future?
Is your society raising enough cash to keep the books
balanced and to do the things that need doing? Is
your society making any sort of difference? If the
answer to these questions is in the negative, why is
that? How can you expect others to join you if your
society doesn’t have confidence in itself?
It is very easy, of course, to duck these questions, to
get so involved in the here and now that you give
little or no serious thought to the medium to longer
term future of your society. However, a failure to
think about the future and to plan for it by
developing a satisfactory strategy that includes
succession planning is likely to lead to the demise of
your society.

As reported in our Spring issue, one society in our
region, Horbury, faced imminent closure because
there were no new members coming in and no one
prepared to continue running it. Now Market
Weighton Civic Society finds itself in a similar
position. In each case, the YHACS committee has
stepped in to take over the running of the society but
Human beings are social animals. We live in societies we cannot make this a norm for the future. We just do
because there are enormous evolutionary benefits in not have the resources to mount rescue campaigns for
doing so. But being a part of a community brings
every society that is struggling to survive.
certain responsibilities to ensure those benefits
continue. In my mind, that means everyone able to
All our member societies need to do their very best to
do so should be willing to give a few hours a month keep going, to grow their memberships and seek out
to help their community in some way or other – but willing volunteers. Sometimes, that will mean stepping
we know that life’s not like that. There are, though,
down to allow someone else to have a go rather than
people who want to help and are prepared to
hanging on to office for the sake of it.
volunteer their services and civic societies need to
capitalise on this by seeking these people out and
You , yes you at the back, need to be thinking now
inviting them onto their committees. Of course, life’s about how to ensure that your society is successful,
just not that simple – these things don’t happen
attractive and a worthwhile endeavour that will
automatically.
appeal to those who have volunteering in their
blood.
There are umpteen volunteering opportunities out
there, and all sorts of organisations seeking willing
volunteers, so we have to be able to compete
Kevin Trickett
effectively if we are to attract the people we want
and need. How do we do that? Well, first we have
to be prepared to hold a mirror up to ourselves and
ask some awkward questions.

P ag e 4

V o lu me 11 , Is s u e 2

CIVIC VOICE SHORTLISTS 12 SCHEMES
F O R N E W D E S I G N A WA R D S
partnership between the community and academia
hit on a winning solution to flood prevention in the
North Yorkshire town of Pickering by working with
nature to ‘Slow the Flow’, storing water upstream
rather than flooding the town.
- Walpole Park, Ealing: a project to place a
neglected London park back at the heart of the
community, helping restore civic pride and respecting
heritage whilst meeting contemporary needs.
Restoration
- All Souls Church, Bolton: an impressive and brave
refurbishment of a neglected, run-down Grade II*
Listed church within inner city Bolton, restoring it into
a well-used inter and non-faith community space.
- Portico – new works on Chester City Walls: an
excellent example of how new elements can be
successfully added to precious historic buildings
Schemes were shortlisted in 3 categories, as follows, without damaging them, enhancing their significance
with one overall winner.
and showing that good design can lead to greater
New Buildings
civic engagement.
- Arundel Museum: a new museum praised for its
- Orange Box, Halifax: an imaginative reworking of
environmental sustainability and considered response run down 19th century warehouses collaboratively
to both community need and historic setting with a
planned into a vibrant youth space with world class
strong sense of pride of place within the town and
facilities.
community.
- Westgate Hall, Canterbury: a former drill hall
- Gloucester Services Northbound: the community
facing demolition saved by a community driven
pursued a vision of leading the design and
campaign has seen an unremarkable building
development of a motorway services using the
brought back to life and transformed into something
surrounding rural landscape and farming community quite special - a fantastic community amenity and art
to improve employment, training and skills for local
house cinema.
deprived communities; an outstanding achievement.
The expert panel of five judges was chaired by Max
- Holme Terrace Independent Residential
Farrell, project leader for the Farrell Review of
Accommodation, Norwich: a considered and
thoughtful independent living scheme for the elderly Architecture and the Built Environment, published in
2014. Farrell said:
which provides excellent accommodation, of a high
quality and contemporary design, yet sensitive to its “In this first year there were a total of 62 entries
submitted by community groups which, in itself, is a
historic context.
remarkable indicator of the importance that
- North Hertfordshire College, Hitchin Campus: a
communities attach to good design. We have
remarkably successful re-use of an existing educational facility delivering a high quality landmark and shortlisted 12 schemes to be given National Civic
inspirational building, which meets the needs of 21st Voice Design Awards. These schemes, ranging from
major Heritage Lottery Funded projects to smaller
century students.
community initiatives, show that communities are keen
Public Realm
to celebrate high quality design when they see it. The
- Cricket Green Local Landmarks, Mitcham: an
imaginative community led scheme to restore historic shortlisted entries clearly demonstrate communities’
desire to say ‘yes’ to development, when they have had
local landmarks sited on Mitcham’s cricket green,
a chance to participate in a meaningful way”.
helping preserve, celebrate and bring to life local
heritage for local people.
The winning scheme awards will be announced
- The Harbour Steps, Margate: an outstanding
example of successful integration of civil engineering and presented by Griff Rhys Jones, President of
and place making, which has made a real difference Civic Voice, at a ceremony on Friday 17th July at
2pm at Central Hall Westminster.
to the regeneration of Margate and raised the
standard of public realm within the town.
Editor’s Note: Two on the shortlist are from the YHACS Membership - Slowing the Flow in Pickering: a collaborative
Pickering and Halifax. Well done to them!
Civic Voice – the national charity for the civic
movement – has announced its national shortlist
for the best designed new development nominated
by communities in the country.
Griff Rhys Jones, Civic Voice President said:
“What I really like about the Civic Voice Design
Awards is that they are national awards which have
been nominated by local community organisations like
civic societies, residents groups, town and parish
councils and other community based voluntary
organisations, rather than the industry professionals.
They show that people are willing to welcome the new
developments we need when they have been properly
consulted and involved and where the quality of design
has been of the highest standard. I look forward to
meeting the award winners”.
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175TH ANNIVERSARY EVENT OF
THE SELBY - HULL RAILWAY
July 1st saw members of Selby
Society members later travelled by
Civic Society mark the 175th
train to Hull and met up with Hull
anniversary of the opening of
Civic Society members where their
Selby Railway Station in some
Chairman John Scotney led a walk to
style.
the remaining parts of the original
Thanks to Network Rail and Viking
1840 station, followed by a buffet
Shipping Services, Selby and Hull
supper in Hull’s “Minerva” pub.
Civic Society members were able
to visit the control tower on Selby’s
Later, a class of Selby children from
rail swing bridge and investigate
Longmans Hill primary school were
Selby Civic Society members and First
the historic buildings at the heart
taken
on a trip to Hull (and back!),
TransPennine representatives on Platform 1
of Selby's railway.
of Selby Station, displaying commemorative for a tour of Paragon station,
booklets and mugs produced to mark the
Members of the public were
courtesy of FirstTransPennine.
occasion. - Photo courtesy of David Moss
also included in the
celebrations, and surprised but
Society secretary David Moss said
delighted commuters (apart from those on a diet)
"Being able to share the celebration of this historic
accepted one of the 175 slices of free birthday
event that in 1840 first connected Selby and Hull by
cake from ChooChews café at the station, which also rail, showed how Civic Societies can work well together.
hosted a small exhibition of historic images of Selby We enjoy celebrating our heritage, but we also know
Station.
that it's important that the public are involved too and
that Selby station - the first to be opened in Yorkshire in
In conjunction with 1834 - continues to serve a valuable purpose.
FirstTransPennine, So, it was good to share the story of the station with
the current
the public, great that First TransPennine and Network
owners of the
Rail wanted to show us parts of the building that aren't
station, a free 24 normally open to the public, but above all it's crucial
-page booklet
that Selby station continues to have direct rail services
outlining the
to a wide variety of destinations".
station's
heritage
In the Selby swing bridge control room was published.
David Lewis & David Moss
Photo courtesy of First TransPennine

NEXT YHACS MEETING
SATURDAY 18TH JULY 1:00 - 4:00 PM
AT

CHRIST CHURCH HALL
KEIGHLEY ROAD
SKIPTON, BD23 2AH
GUEST SPEAKER
NICOLA MORRIS, PROJECT LEADER, CRAVEN MUSEUM AND GALLERY
CONTACT: KEVIN TRICKETT ON 01924 361180 OR INFO@YHACS.ORG.UK
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NEWS FROM PONTEFRACT
CIVIC SOCIETY
Jeffery. In April 2015, the Society met
with
Councillor Linda Burgess, Barnsley
Metropolitan Borough Council, to find
out how Area Councils were established
and were now working in Barnsley.
“In April 2015 we submitted a report to Wakefield
Council” added Paul. “Our report ‘Localism for Real’
expressed our views on Area
Councils and suggested our recommendations for the
way forward.
With regards to Area Councils we believe:
 The “area” must have local meaning to be
effective, therefore we would suggest Pontefract North
and Pontefract South wards being the basis of an Area
Council.

Area Councils should have a blend of appointed
Responses received to date have identified drabness
councillors
and local representatives.
and the recent invasion of the battleship grey pub as

Improving
the area in which we live and do
a common theme.
business should be informed by local people, when
determining project priorities and this must go beyond
the simple transference of existing statutory priorities
and decision making from Wakefield to Pontefract.
 A ward councillor role agreement should put the local area at its heart, with elected members
working for the benefit of the area they represent.
Fifty Shades of Grey or As You Like It?
Pontefract Civic Society is using social
media to find out what people feel are
the real issues facing the town and
what they would like to see done to
make Pontefract a better place to live, work and
enjoy.
Through Twitter, Facebook and Streetlife, residents,
businesses or anyone and everyone with an interest
in Pontefract, are invited to respond to two
questions:
 What do you consider to be the greatest
eyesore or issue in Pontefract?
 What would be the one thing you would do
or change to make Pontefract a better place?

However the question of pedestrianisation is more
controversial; the worst thing to happen or the best
thing to happen to Pontefract?
The society will collate the comments and use this to
inform our future strategy.
Civic Society Welcomes Proposals for Area
Councils
Pontefract Civic Society has provided its support to
the suggestion from Councillor Peter Box that “the
district would benefit from devolution” and welcomes
his ambition for “area councils which will be
responsible for how money is spent on their areas”.
“However” said Paul Cartwright Chairman of
Pontefract Civic Society, “much more needs to be
done to turn this ambition into reality which works to
the best advantage for our communities and
businesses.”
Pontefract Civic Society worked briefly with the
Association of Local Councils in 2014 regarding the
creation of town and parish councils and, more
recently, has held meetings with Cllrs Box and

To achieve real localism, Wakefield Council needs to
give all citizens opportunities, individually and
collaboratively, to shape the future of their town and
give local communities the powers they need to make it
happen. We believe the above can’t be achieved by
Area Councils alone, this requires a holistic approach
with involvement from other structures including town
centre partnerships, business forums and local associations. We further hope that additional unnecessary bureaucracy is not created, and that some streamlining of
policies and procedures might also be achieved”.
Magna Carta 800
Pontefract Civic Society has produced a
special edition newsletter in celebration of
the 800th anniversary of the Magna Carta.
The newsletter provides readers with an
update on the Magna Carta Monument and details
the programme of activities happening in Pontefract
throughout the summer. If anyone would like to receive a copy (email only) then please contact:
Martin Lodge
Vice Chairman
Email: vicechair@pontefractcivicsociety.org.uk
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PLANNERS GIVE GREEN LIGHT FOR
MAGNA CARTA MONUMENT
Pontefract Civic Society's planning application for
a Magna Carta monument for the town was
approved on 16th April 2015.

MORE CHANGES TO PLANNING
REGULATIONS PROPOSED
In the wake of this month’s budget, the
government has announced further relaxations of
planning regulations on how and where new
houses can be built that will see Local Authorities
(LAs) that delay planning decisions liable to fines.

Visiting Bridge Street, Pontefract with a model of the monument
are (from left to right):Pontefract Civic Society’s Paul Cartwright,
Chairman, ,Emma Horsfield, Treasurer, Karl Gilbert, Secretary,
Christine Cartwright, Conservation, Environment & Planning
Committee Member.

Designed in partnership with the Pontefract Magna
Carta Group, the monument will not only
celebrate the 800th anniversary of the Magna Carta,
it will also commemorate Pontefract’s direct
involvement in developing our democracy. The
monument will be sited in Bridge Street and each of
its four faces will feature a bespoke carving and
inscription to include the King’s Seal, the Pontefract
coat of arms, the de Lacy family knot and the coat of
arms of John de Lacy, Baron of Pontefract. John de
Lacy was a leading member of the 25 Barons who
took part in the opposition to King John to ensure that
he honoured the Magna Carta.

Paul Cartwright, Chairman of Pontefract Civic Society
said “Pontefract’s involvement in developing
democracy continued beyond the Magna Carta. In
August 1872 a ballot box was used for the first secret
ballot in Britain to elect a Member of Parliament. It
was the first time that people had voted in secret by
placing an 'X' on a ballot paper next to the name of
their choice. So we are so pleased that the monument
will be located adjacent to the Town Hall where the
system of voting that we now take for granted was first
introduced”.
If anyone wants to find out more or wishes to
consider a contribution towards the monument
then please contact:
The Secretary, Pontefract Civic Society
secretary@pontefractcivicsociety.org.uk

The proposals are contained in a HM Treasury
publication entitled ”Fixing the Foundations;
creating a more prosperous nation” which is
downloadable from:
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/
uploads/attachment_data/file/443898/
Productivity_Plan_web.pdf
The government will step in and draw up housing
plans if LAs fail to produce local development plans.
Furthermore, developers will not need planning
permission for housing developments on “suitable
brownfield sites” previously used for commercial or
industrial uses.
Major infrastructure projects which include housing
development may be fast-tracked and planning
permission requirements could be relaxed for
raising the height of buildings in London to the
same level as an adjoining building.
David Moss
YHACS
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UPVC:
THE

21ST CENTURY STRIKES BACK!

I think it's time to challenge the "uPVC bad, timber
good" mantra that seems to be ingrained in the
Civic Society's DNA and came to light again with
an article in the YHACS Spring 2015 newsletter.
(Editors note - by David Blackburn, Ilkley Civic
Society).

But as Jules Brown - a Conservation Officer from
North Tyneside - recently told Selby Civic Society,
the existence of a Conservation Area does not imply
that structures remain unchanging, but rather reflect
gradual - and hopefully high-quality - change.

In the early years of their development, uPVC
windows were indeed clumsy and awkwardly
proportioned. However, in recent years
manufacturers have upped their game and I would
challenge the article's glib claim that "PVCu windows
change completely the character of a building", and
ask readers to tell which of the two frontages - from
houses in a conservation area - is wood and which
uPVC.
But there is a deeper point than subjective visuals.
Those who were erecting buildings that are now
prized for 'conservation values' had no choice but to
use wood. However, if the Victorian or Edwardian
joiner had to choose between a material that was
prone to wet and dry rot, warped when damp and
had to have three separate coats of paint applied
before being ready for use, which painting process
had to be repeated on a regular basis to maintain
peak performance, and one that had none of these
drawbacks, the choice would be clear (no pun
intended!).
I believe that Conservation Areas should celebrate
quality craftsmanship of the appropriate era.
If we see the Ribblehead Viaduct as a masterpiece
of engineering - although some at the time may
have seen it as a monstrous intrusion into a
wilderness landscape - and red 'phone boxes as
quintessential English street furniture, despite that at
the time of installation eyebrows would no doubt
have been raised at these new-fangled garish
scarlet intruders, then we should equally welcome
uPVC as an appropriate modern material,
amenable to a good standard of craftsmanship.
Of course, such new windows must be in proportion,
and in some 'high end' properties the heritage value
of timber is sacrosanct.

uPVC or wood? You decide!
Thus we should view uPVC as another material to
cherish and be used as appropriate, not as a
material extruded from Mordor.

David Lewis
Selby Civic Society
Photos courtesy of David Lewis
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HORNSEA’S SIXTH
BLUE PLAQUE UNVEILED

Wilton Terrace, Hornsea, showing the 3 storey No.7

Hornsea and District Civic Society are continuing
to make headway with their Blue Plaque and
Heritage Trail scheme which is designed to make
residents more aware of some of the buildings
within the town which are of historical interest in
their own right, or which have connections with
famous people.

Neil Walters of Smith &
Nephew unveils the blue
Plaque watched by Hornsea
Civic Society secretary John
Miller.

One of the notable residents of the town was
Thomas James Smith who was the founder of what is
now the Global Medical Technology Company,
Smith & Nephew, which was originally based in Hull.
In common with many Hull businessmen of the time,
once the railway came to Hornsea in 1864, he
moved to the town and lived at 7 Wilton Terrace,
which was the only 3 storey house in a terrace of 2
storey houses, until his death in 1896.

Hornsea Civic Society has worked closely with Smith
& Nephew staff on this project and their 6th Blue
Plaque in the town is now in position on this
property.
It was officially unveiled on 27th May by a Smith &
Nephew representative.
Thomas James Smith is also buried in Hornsea,
and Smith & Nephew staff will be undertaking a
complete restoration of his grave and headstone.

Present and past Smith & Nephew staff together with Civic
Society members outside the property.

Photos courtesy of Vanda Miller
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HALIFAX CIVIC TRUST AWARDS 2015
A school, a pub and a garden are the winners of
the 2015 Halifax Civic Trust Awards. The main
award is for an ingenious scheme to create muchneeded space, almost entirely within the existing
footprint, at Parkinson Lane Community Primary
School, Halifax. Two other schemes are commended:
the creation of a memorial garden at Mount Zion
Methodist Church, Ogden, Halifax, and the
imaginative yet sympathetic transformation of just
two rooms at the rare art deco Three Pigeons public
house in South Parade, Halifax.
Parkinson Lane Community Primary School
For years Parkinson Lane School has badly needed
more space for its almost 600 pupils. But the 125year-old school is hemmed in by streets and
terraced housing. With no room to expand the school
came up with an ingenious idea – build up... and
down!
In Victorian times the
school was built mostly
single storey, but with
very high rooms –
enough height, with
roof space, to install a
second storey. The
scheme meant taking
out existing ceilings and
installing new steel
beams to support the
new first floor. The
result is a series of
The main hall at Parkinson Lane remarkable spaces
School, Halifax, with its new
running round the
balcony accessed from the new
first floor inserted throughout the school, a whole suite of
new rooms including
building.
classrooms, IT suite,
staff and meeting rooms, library, balcony for the
main hall, kitchens – even a gym and sauna.
Contractors also dug down below the school’s west
wing, removing tons of rock and earth, to create an
undercroft with space for more new classrooms and
various specialist rooms. And on the opposite side of
the school the canteen was enlarged with a new
extension.
It has been a hugely complex process, involving half
a dozen separate projects over 10 years, and
wherever possible important architectural features
have been retained, including especially the school's
spectacular timber roof trusses. The scheme was
undertaken by the school itself and cost a fraction of
what it would have required via the local education

authority.
The trust's
awards scheme
co-ordinator,
David Hanson
said: “This
astonishing scheme
has shown a very
high level of
creativity and
New first-floor rooms at Parkinson Lane
ingenuity to
School rise into the roof, showing
effectively double
exposed roof trusses.
the size of the
school on a very restricted site. It is the worthy
winner of this year’s Halifax Civic Trust Award.”
Mount Zion Chapel
Irene Cunliffe was a lifelong Methodist associated
especially with Mount Zion Chapel at Ogden,
Halifax, which is an important Methodist heritage
building dating from 1773, with a vast, early
graveyard and an important collection of church
memorabilia. Irene was heritage secretary at
Mount Zion for around 20 years and when she died
in 2010 she left a bequest to create a garden at
the chapel she loved. Now the church has carried
out her wishes, creating a walled garden as a
place for quiet contemplation.
The garden consists of two spaces bounded by
drystone walling and there are stone bench seats,
Sorbus vilmorini trees and a stone plaque with the
simple, yet moving message, set in a black
diamond: “Time how short; eternity how long”.
There is also a steel plaque commemorating Irene.

Irene’s Garden at Mount Zion Chapel, Ogden, Halifax.

The trust praised the design and use of
traditional stone in this rural Ogden setting and
added: “This is a fitting tribute to much loved
member of the church family.”
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HALIFAX CIVIC TRUST AWARDS 2015 (CONT’D)
The Three Pigeons
The Three Pigeons pub in South Parade, Halifax, is
acknowledged as one of the finest surviving 1930s
art deco pubs in the country, with its unusual
arrangement of bar and lounges arranged round an
octagonal “drinking lobby”.
The listed pub underwent a major restoration in 2005
and now owner Ossett Brewery has completed the
job with a sympathetic renovation of two plain, dull
rooms once used as private accommodation. Features
include period furniture and wallpaper, stove heating
set in new fireplaces, patterned tiled floors – and
three pigeons etched in mirrors over one of the
fireplaces.
The trust
commented: "Two
dull, ordinary spaces
lacking any features
of interest
whatsoever have
been converted into
two delightful, snug,
homely rooms that
Renovated room in keeping with the
rest of the art deco Three Pigeons pub, will tempt discerning
Halifax.
drinkers as much as
the Three Pigeons'
enviable list of real ales."

countryside of Halifax.
The main award consists of a green, oval plaque with
the words HALIFAX CIVIC TRUST AWARD and the
date with a brief description of the winning project.
Other schemes, without limit, may be highly commended or commended and are awarded framed
certificates.
In previous years awards have been given for a
wide range of schemes, from restored mills, shops,
warehouses and houses to a new garage showroom,
schools, medical centres, the conversion of a chapel to
a nursery, new housing, the refurbishment of banks
and a pub and the creation of a moorland garden.
Major schemes such as the former Halifax Building
Society's headquarters in Halifax town centre, the
conversion of the old Royal Halifax Infirmary to flats
and the restoration of Shibden Park have also been
award winners. Awards are made for schemes within
the trust's area of jurisdiction, that is the area of the
former County Borough of Halifax.
This year's awards were presented by the Mayor of
Calderdale, Cllr Pat Allen, at the trust’s annual
general meeting at Halifax Town Hall on May 11.
Offices elected for the coming year were: chairman
John Hargreaves, vice-chairman David Glover,
secretary June Paxton-White and treasurer Jill Hurl.
A talk on the work of the Halifax Renaissance Town
Team over the past 15 years was given by its
chairman for the entire period, John Kenealy. He
spoke about the town team's work on such major
projects as the restoration of the Georgian Somerset
House in George Street, Halifax, the creation of the
Westgate Arcade, the building of the Broad Street
Plaza and the current scheme for renovating the 18th
-century Piece Hall which, Mr Kenealy said, was the
key to the town’s future development.

Halifax Civic Trust Award winners at Halifax Town Hall with
the Mayor of Calderdale, Cllr Pat Allen, and trust chairman Dr
John Hargreaves (front, right).

The awards
The Halifax Civic Trust Awards have been made
annually since 1992 for high-quality new building,
the reuse of older buildings the reuse and
restoration of old buildings, landscaping or any other
work of a high standard which makes a
significant improvement to the fabric of the town or

David Hanson
Halifax Civic Trust Awards co-ordinator
01422 373038 (home) or 01422 260211 (work,
part time); e-mail david.hanson@jpress.co.uk
Photos courtesy of David Glover
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FUTURE EVENTS/DATES IN 2015
Sat 10th October

YHACS Members meeting in Pontefract

Fri 23rd-25th October

Civic Voice Annual Convention and AGM, Bristol

Sat 30th January 2016

YHACS AGM at Harrogate

Reg. Charity No. 1112290

www.yhacs.org.uk

The Yorkshire and
Humber Association of
Civic Societies (YHACS)
is the distinct voice of the
civic society movement
in the Yorkshire and
Humber region, and our
vision is to enhance the
quality of life for all
citizens in the region by
engaging citizens not only in the protection of
local heritage but also in
the promotion of
sustainable economic
development and urban
renaissance.

N E X T Y H AC S M E E T I N G
IS IN
CHRIST CHURCH HALL
SKIPTON
FOR MORE DETAILS
SEE PAGE 5

EXECUTIVE OFFICERS & COMMITTEE (PORTFOLIOS)

● Chairman, Kevin Trickett (Priorities for Growth)
kevintrickett@msn.com
01924 361180
 Vice Chairman, David Moss (Newsletter)
damoss43@yahoo.co.uk
01757 268418
● Secretary, Helen Kidman (Planning)
helen.kidman3@tbtinternet.com
01943 609154
● Treasurer, Richard Ward (Legal/Financial; Towns, Cities & Public Realm)
r.m.ward1@btinternet.com
01723 374801
Please send any article  Exec Committee Member, Dr. Kevin Grady
office@leedscivictrust.org.uk
0113 2439594
submissions, comments,
●
Exec
Committee
Member,
Malcolm
Sharman
(Heritage & Culture)
letters or questions to
malcsharman@hotmail.com
the editor:
 Exec Committee Member, David Winpenny (Design Quality)
David Moss
david@winpennypr.co.uk
Editor
 Exec Committee Member, Tony Leonard
ad.leonard@btinternet.com
01430 872871
Tel: 01757 268 418
 Exec Committee Member, Margaret Hicks-Clarke (Civic Pride & Engagement)
margaret.hicks@pressassociation.com 07841802030
Email:
 Exec Committee Member, Jim Robinson (Infrastructure)
damoss43@yahoo.co.uk
chairman@addinghamcivicsociety.co.uk 01943 831476
● President, Peter Cooper (Website; Towns, Cities & Public Realm)
cooperpeter@pobroadband.co.uk 01723 513754

