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So, we now know the outcome of the Scottish
devolution debate. The people of Scotland have
voted to stay within the Union (well, 55% of them
did). We can all breathe a sigh of relief, if only in
the sense that the debate no longer dominates the
news programmes on this side of the border. It’s
business as usual, isn’t it?

Well, apparently not! The tectonic plates of politics have, we are told, shifted.
Nothing will, in fact, be the same again. In the last few days of the debate, proposals
were put forward to give more autonomy to the Scottish people and more powers to
the Scottish Parliament. Fair enough, I hear you say— why not give the Scots more
say in the day-to-day management of their affairs? Why not indeed? The proposal
raises a number of questions, of course, not least of which is the ‘West Lothian
Question’ (whether MPs from Scotland, Northern Ireland and Wales should be
allowed to vote Parliament on matters that only affect England), and I suspect that, as
so often happens when policy is devised on the hoof, the implications have not yet
been thought through to their natural conclusion, so watch this space. But it does seem
that, at least for now and until it all becomes too difficult, many people are talking
about constitutional changes that will affect England as well as Scotland in the longer
term.
But why stop there? There is now serious talk about further devolution of powers to
“the regions”. (There are even websites dedicated to the subject). Whether for us this
would be the amorphous ‘North’ or something more specific and identifiable, such as
Yorkshire, remains to be seen. The argument for devolving powers away from London
seems to stem from the notion that, for many, London is now a foreign country and
that the ruling elite there have no real experience, knowledge or understanding of
the issues faced by people living in ‘the North’. Let local people take responsibility for
their own affairs, therefore. Give local councils tax-raising powers (no one ever talks
about giving them tax-lowering powers!). Involve local people in deciding their own
fates and where there money is spent!
Before we rush headlong into this future Utopia, we do need to start thinking through
exactly what this might mean. There are some possible advantages—greater autonomy and spending
powers could mean that local councils have a greater say on infrastructure matters: where the roads,
railways (HS2, HS3, local services, etc) should go and how priorities for funding should be set. However, we
need to imagine what these local councils might look like. Would they be the councils we have now or would
there be a new tier of government that sits between local councils and central (ie, London-based)
government? Would local councils merge to form larger council groups? Would a regional ‘parliament’ be a
similar body to the now defunct Yorkshire and Humber Assembly, or for that matter, the West (Cont’d on p2)
www.yhacs.org.uk
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VIEW FROM
THE CHAIR
I hesitate only briefly in boasting
about the success of our Hull meeting
back in July.
Those of you who were able to attend
will recall a lively meeting with a
packed agenda (including a good
debate on the use of Twitter—even if
some of the ideas were, as I suspect,
falling on rather stony ground!). I pay
tribute to the members of Hull Civic
Society for giving us such a warm
welcome (and I do mean warm, it was
rather a hot weekend) that started with
a very enjoyable social meal at a local
restaurant on the Friday evening. Saturday morning
began with a guided walk, led by Hull tour guide
Paul Schofield, and then, over lunch (paid for by Hull
Civic Society), there was entertainment provided by
Peter Asquith-Cowen in full rig.
You could easily understand Hull Civic Society’s
pride in showcasing their city. Our venue for the
afternoon meeting was the Hull History Centre, a
beautifully crafted modern building that perhaps
belies its purpose. Andrew Dixon, who led the bid
that saw Hull being awarded the City of Culture
status for 2017, took us through the background to
the bid and then Wayne Willis and Jamie Cartledge
of YesYes Brand Development told us about the
benefits of Twitter in helping to promote and

manage the brand of your civic society.
Ian Harvey from Civic Voice did a
session on Heritage listing and we wound
things up with a selection of civic society
news and views.
A varied programme, I am sure you will
agree, but it works better if you are
there to see and hear it for yourselves
rather than relying on a brief synopsis in
the minutes or here in the newsletter. A
great deal of effort goes in behind the
scenes to make these events a success on
your behalf—some of you already know
that but there are many societies in our membership
for whom our meeting must be a complete mystery.
We continue to hold our meetings at different
locations around the county in the hope that we will
entice you out of your shells to meet us yet we are
frequently disappointed by the continuing low turnout
for some meetings. With a membership of over 40
societies, we really should not be struggling to fill
venues.
Why not break the habit of a lifetime and actually
commit to showing up for one of our meetings to
find out what you’ve been missing? You know
who you are, and you know it makes sense.
Kevin Trickett

DEVOLUTION FOR YORKSHIRE
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
Yorkshire County Council? Should we bring back the West Riding County Council? Do the North East and the
North West want to be part of this or do they want to do their own thing?
And what about the transaction costs? Each time you have a government department that needs to
communicate with another government department, local authority or community group, you create a
transaction cost—the time and money taken to effect that communication. For each new tier of government
the transaction costs grow. Centre to regions, regions to centre, regions to regions, regions to local, local to
region, local to local, centre to local, local to central, and often with sideways copies to everyone else on the
list. It can be a great way of boosting employment as more and more bureaucrats are employed to keep
the paper (or more likely emails) moving. Who will pay for this? The people in London who are handing
over their powers, or the people in the regions who are taking it up?
And do the people really want these new powers? Think of your own civic society for a moment. No doubt
your members appreciate your efforts to keep them up to date with what’s happening in your area but are
you overwhelmed with people queuing up to run your society and do all the work? No, thought not. People
are all too busy leading their lives, earning a living etc, to spend a lot of time on running the country. In a
democratic country, people elect their representatives to think about the problems of the day, to make
decisions and to employ civil servants and council officers to implement those decisions. Provided those we
elect and those they appoint in turn do their jobs well and do them wisely, then do we need more?
Kevin Trickett
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BRICK WORK
REPORT ON THE FIRST BRICK CONFERENCE
On 23rd September 2014, we attended a new
conference in Leeds about heritage regeneration
projects.
BRICK (Building Resources, Investment and Community Knowledge) is an education programme run by
the Prince’s Regeneration Trust, designed to equip
people with the skills and expertise needed to save
their local heritage and build a better future for
their communities.
Together with Great Grimsby Ice Factory Trust,
Grimsby Cleethorpes and District Civic Society
attended the first BRICK Conference in Leeds. Based
at the fabulously renovated Carriageworks Theatre
in Millennium Square, the conference attracted a
range of amenity societies, businesses and public
sector organisations.
The event was sponsored by Town Centre Securities
and a packed day led off with a video introduction
by TV's George Clarke and HRH Prince Charles,
reiterating the prince’s vision that old buildings are
robust and more easily converted to new uses than
modern buildings. The Princes' vision is that buildings
which were once the beating heart of communities
can be re-used to give neighbourhoods a sense of
self-worth.
In the main auditorium, there were presentations
followed by panel discussions. Breakout sessions on
specific subjects enabled delegates to focus in on
issues such as how to keep a building alive and
generate income, increasing awareness of your
project/organisation through digital media, good
design in heritage assets and how to build local
investment through community share schemes.
Refreshments breaks allowed plenty of opportunities
for networking.
The day began with Ian Morrison, Head of Historic
Environment, The Heritage Lottery Fund, and Helen
Quigley, Managing Director of the Inner City
Building Preservation Trust talking about the focus on
sustainability; £700 million a year has been
removed from the Heritage Sector since 2010 as a
result of spending cuts. The sector had to be more
resourceful while being less dependent on public
subsidy. Yet older buildings are attractive to a
section of the business community. Research shows
that Heritage Buildings are more likely to be
occupied by creative, independent non-branded
businesses that were vital in creating economic
growth and giving communities a sense of
distinctiveness.
This was followed by the first panel discussion; a

sparky session on how to bring together community
groups and private developers to regenerate
buildings. Jess Steele, who led the successful rescue of
Hastings Pier, made the point that there is often
friction or "bad behaviour" in the background when
community groups and developers come together,
and they have to work at building a relationship.
Richard Lewis of Town Centre Securities made the
point that there are different types of developers some in it for the short-term, others taking a longer
view. There was a need for an honest broker,
someone to facilitate dialogue between parties—
someone who had no direct stake in the outcome so
was neutral and unbiased.
The conference concluded with some thoughtprovoking sessions on Social Investment and Digital
Media. Scott Sinclair from Google drove home just
how fast the pace of technological change had
increased (if physical travel had kept an equal pace
it would now be possible to make a trip to Paris in
less than a second) and gave some tips on how to
spread awareness of a heritage group’s message.
The meeting closed with an impressive address by
Tom Riordan, Chief Executive of Leeds city Council,
who made the point that preservation would not be
viable if it valued buildings above people. In fact,
people cared about buildings because they cared
about the communities who lived and worked in them.
It was interesting to attend a meeting which brought
together such a diverse range of sectors - just off the
back of a fag packet Susan Marsh of Dreamland
trust, Jacqui Watson of Hartlebury Castle
Preservation Trust, Ina Harris of Cleveland Pools, Bath,
Kate Dickson of APT Midlands, Tony Sargent (now of
North Kesteven Council, who did so much to try and
protect Grimsby's historic dock environment while at
NELC) and Craig Broadwith of English Heritage. Kevin
Trickett of Wakefield Civic Society and YHACS made
an inspiring contribution to the digital debate, telling
us how he had managed to turn around the customary
decline in membership of Wakefield Civic Society
through the use of Twitter.
As we left the Carriage Works, all agreed that it was
a valuable if exhausting day. No easy answers - but
some pointers in solving the problem of how to preserve buildings in such competitive economic circumstances.
You can see the presentations, and sign up to use
the resources, on the new BRICK website —
http://brick-work.org/
Graeme Bassett, Grimsby&Cleethorpes CS
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LEEDS CIVIC TRUST CELEBRATES
ITS 150TH BLUE PLAQUE
sponsors and the enthusiasm of the Leeds public and
city business which has produced a sustained flow of
excellent suggestions for plaques.
In the early years there was a focus on celebrating
historic buildings and fine architecture in the city
centre but as the years have progressed there has
been a sustained effort to erect plaques further
afield. Forty two of the first 48 plaques were in the
city centre but 70 of the next 102 have been placed
in the suburbs and outer towns and villages of the
Leeds Metropolitan District.
Burley Bar Stone Unveiling (1987): l-r: Kevin Grady, George Turnbull,
Lord Frank Marshall, Olav Arnold, John Finney

Over 61 people or families associated with Leeds
are celebrated by plaques, plus stars who appeared
at entertainment venues. In the early years the
people commemorated were entirely men (captains
With the unveiling of the Crown Point Printing
of industry, medical men, inventors etc.) but in 2002
works plaque on 25th June the Trust reached the
great landmark of unveiling its 150th blue plaque. we began to redress the balance with a plaque for
Ellen Heaton. There are now 9 women celebrated on
plaques.
The Leeds Civic Trust’s Historic Plaques Scheme was
officially launched on 27 November 1987 with the
erection of a blue plaque on the Headrow frontage
of the Leeds & Holbeck Building Society
Headquarters to mark the site of the Burley Bar
Stone, which once marked one of the boundaries of
the medieval town of Leeds (photo, above).
The Trust’s idea of starting a plaques scheme to promote public awareness of the heritage of the city of
Leeds was developed by Neville Rowell, Tony Moyes
and Olav Arnold. It had been decided that the
plaques would commemorate ‘events, people,
institutions and buildings of very special importance in
the history, heritage or shaping of Leeds’. The
underlying principles were that any subject more than
50 years old qualified as part of ‘history’; people
needed to have been dead for ten years to qualify;
and there should be a physical association between
the structure upon which the plaque was erected and
the subject commemorated.

Louis Le Prince Unveiling (1988):
Sir Richard Attenborough

The subjects of the plaques are quite diverse:
industry and science (23), education (13); culture
(12); commerce and markets (11); religion (9);
transport (9); sport (9); cinemas and theatres (6);
other aspects of leisure (6); welfare and social
Only 3 plaques were erected in the first 18 months of provision (6); medicine (5); historic artefacts (4) and
the scheme but the enthusiasm for the plaques as an politics (3).
aid to city tourism brought forward offers of finance
which assisted in 28 being erected in the next three Thanks are due to our ever-willing volunteers and
years. The pace slackened in the next 6 years with
to a host of people outside the Trust who have
about 3 a year being erected but thereafter the
helped in so many ways.
scheme flourished with around 7 being erected each
year. That so many plaques have been erected has
Lynda Kitching
been made possible by the generosity of plaque
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GRIMSBY, CLEETHORPES & DISTRICT CIVIC SOCIETY CELEBRATE
CLEETHORPES’ SOCKLESS ENTREPRENUER
Grimsby, Cleethorpes & District Civic
Society has recently published a new
free leaflet, Levi Stephenson’s
“Heritage Walk of Cleethorpes”.
The leaflet was born out of the visit by
YHACS in July 2012 when the Civic
Society was asked to put on a guided
tour of the town’s heritage sites. The
Society had been intending to
overhaul its existing heritage walk for
some time, and as the YHACS meeting
was based at Cleethorpes Memorial Hall, it seemed
like a good starting point for the new
walk. Referring to our former president Alan
Dowling’s “Cleethorpes: The Creation of A Seaside
Resort”, the Society pulled together a route which
followed the chronological development of
Cleethorpes. Following the YHACS visit, the Society
decided to publish the walk on its website as a
downloadable A4 sheet.
The character of Levi
Stephenson,
fisherman, and
beach trader who
appears on
the Cleethorpes
Coat of Arms, was
chosen as the host of
the new guided
YHACS members enjoy a stroll along
walk. From his
Cleethorpes pier

Oyster Booth on the beach near the new
train station, Levi Stephenson sold toys
and refreshments to the new wave of
tourists created by the rail industry. He
also offered trips on his boat, the
Cambridge Lass. Known for never
wearing socks or boots and by his
catchphrase of “Old Levi, the Man with
the Big Nose”, his entrepreneurial spirit
earned him his place on the Cleethorpes
coat of arms.
Although the download was successful, the Civic
Society felt that a printed leaflet which could be
given away in the Cleethorpes Tourist Information
Centre would be a good venture for part of a new
collaboration with Great Grimsby Ice Factory Trust
which aims to promote heritage tourism within North
East Lincolnshire.
Designer Simon Brett was asked to re-imagine the
trail as an eight page colour leaflet, copiously
illustrated with photographs which allows the reader
to follow the trail at their own pace.
Copies of the walk are now available at the Tourist
Information Centre, and with current demand being
high it looks like the leaflet may have to go into a
second print run at the end of this holiday season.
Graeme Bassett

NEXT YHACS MEETING IS ON

SATURDAY 27TH SEPTEMBER 1 - 4 PM
IN
RICHMOND TOWN HALL
MARKET PLACE, RICHMOND
NORTH YORKSHIRE, DL10 4QL
(LOCATION MAP ON PAGE 12)

GUEST SPEAKERS

COUNCILLOR JOHN BLACKIE, LEADER, RICHMONDSHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL
JAMES GRAVENOR, CHAIR OF RICHMOND STATION TRUSTEES - THE PROJECT TO REDEVELOP THE STATION
ADRIAN SPAWFORTH, MD SPAWFORTHS - HOUSING DESIGN AND QUALITY
CONTACT: KEVIN TRICKETT ON 01924 361180 OR INFO@YHACS.ORG.UK
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NEW GUIDE TO SELBY’S HISTORY
& HERITAGE LAUNCHED
Selby Civic Society launched its new guide to the
history and heritage of Selby at a Town Hall
meeting on 19th September before members and
invited guests.

unrestored. Still retaining much of its original
medieval layout and stonework, the Staithe has been
closed to the public since the 1980s. Selby Civic
Society is amongst many in the town that want to see
the building - with its central location and huge
historical importance - returned to active use, and is
supporting a Heritage Trustee Group seeking funds
for its restoration and return to beneficial use.
In a 32-page booklet, it is impossible to cram all the
fascinating facts in. For instance, how many know of
Selby's links to the invention of table tennis; the
discovery of the material that makes Lewis
Hamilton's spark plugs; the story of the first man in
England to sell bananas or a street full of cuckoos?
Amazingly all these things can be traced back to
Selebians - folk who come from Selby - and this new
guide tells the full tale of these four, and many more.

Called ‘Swanning Around Selby', the title's an
affectionate nod to the bird that became Selby's
symbol after the modern town was founded
following an epic voyage from Auxerre by French
Abbot Benedict in 1069 AD.
The guide gives a brief history of Selby, invitations
to explore the 900-year-old Selby Abbey,
birthplace of King Henry I, and six historically
themed town strolls, presented in the style of the
London Underground map. These take the walker to
60 sites of historical interest.
The booklet is now available, free-of-charge, to
both residents and visitors to Selby from Selby
Library, the Abbey, the rail station and the Town
Hall.
An online version is on the Society website http://
www.selbycivicsociety.org.uk .
Selby’s other medieval building – the Abbot’s
Staithe – also features in the guide. The trading
counterpart of the Abbey, this is the great
warehouse through which the monks built the spiritual
and material wealth of the town. It’s said to be one
of the very few such buildings in Europe that remain

So at relevant points on any of the walks, by
scanning a QR-code in the booklet, the reader is
linked to some 80 pages of detailed and referenced
background to the stories - and via links to the Civic
Society’s website readers are encouraged to ask
questions and feed back their own information so
that the Society can update and expand the guide in
future editions.
For the “armchair visitor” an on-line version of the
guide is also available on the Society website.
The Society sought funding from the Heritage
Lottery Fund for research and production of the

Guide and setting up of a new website (through
Statement Digital in Wakefield) to allow online
access through hyper- and QR code-links,
successfully securing a generous grant of £7000
from HLF.
David Lewis &
David Moss
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BARNSLEY CIVIC TRUST PLAYS KEY ROLE IN
TOWN CENTRE DEVELOPMENT PROPOSALS
Redevelopment proposals for Barnsley town centre
are continuing to come forward at a pace, and the
Civic Trust is putting itself at the heart of the
process as it aims to help shape the proposals and
provide local input into the schemes.

continue, to play a key role in design forums and
consultation groups to seek to bring local people’s
hopes and aspirations for the project into the
Council’s plans.

More recently, the owners of the Alhambra shopping
2014 has already seen significant proposals and
centre have submitted plans for a new 9 screen
works starting the town, and more are to follow in the multiplex cinema within the existing complex. Cinema
coming months.
proposals were originally part of the main town
centre development plans, and so given the reduced
Recent weeks have included the start on site of
budget available through the now public sector
Barnsley College’s exciting new £15m Sixth Form
funded project, it is extremely positive that private
centre, occupying the prominent position of the
sector investment can come forward and deliver this
former Central Library and overlooking the fabulous element of the new town centre vision. Such a
new town hall square and gardens opened in 2013. development will help to retain visitors within the
Whilst many in the Civic Trust expressed sadness at town, including supporting the night time economy,
seeing the old library demolished, both temporary
and reduce current cinema visits to Meadowhall and
and long term replacements have been secured. Civic elsewhere.
Trust members provided input into the design and
detailing of the new development which will form
All in all, it is a hugely positive and optimistic time for
part of an important education and civic hub for the the future of Barnsley town centre, but one which the
town, sitting alongside the town hall and its award
Civic Trust will make every effort to play an
winning Experience Barnsley museum. Demolition
important role in shaping.
works are largely complete and the development
should be completed in 2015.
Such significant change on this scale has not been
seen in the town for a generation and therefore it
The long awaited markets and town centre
is crucial that the input and experience of such
redevelopment now appears a reality since its
groups can ensure that a coherent and consistent
funding and responsibility for delivery has passed
approach to the redevelopments are brought
through to the Council who will seek to make a start forward with the best interests of the town’s
on the new proposals in 2015. This will include a
people at their forefront.
new library, market square and a revamped market
hall and retail core and the Civic Trust has, and will
Mike Ashworth

BARNSLEY’S WALKING
TOUR
A new town centre walk leaflet has recently been
produced by Barnsley council, using the format of
one of the town centre walking "Treasure Hunts"
that Barnsley Civic Trust member Laraine Day
organised for members to take part in.
The walk is based on Laraine’s research and original
text, with supporting art work and design by Antony
Hill. Laraine liaised with Elizabeth Kay, Town Centre
Business Manager, and the walking tour provides an
interesting and informative walk around the town
centre, (along with quiz questions – and answers –

based on the route), whilst also promoting the
Archives and Experience Barnsley Museum, and the
health benefits associated with walking.
Leaflets will be available for the Civic Trust to use
and will also be placed in all the Council Museums and galleries for visitors to take as well as
given to the many coach tours that come into
Barnsley.
Laraine Day
Barnsley Civic Trust
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HULL CIVIC SOCIETY WIN HODS ACCOLADE
AND HOST YHACS MEETING
The Hull Civic Society
Golden Jubilee Lunch
took place on Thursday 21
July, 50 years to the day
since its foundation in
1964. The members
had much to celebrate.
The Civic Society is best
known for its organisation of
Heritage Open Days (HODs)
weekends over the years.
On Monday 30th June the
National Body of Heritage Open Days (HODs)
celebrated their 20th Anniversary in style at the
Freemasons Hall in London. With their patron Loyd
Grossman hosting the ceremony; a speech from
Simon Jenkins, the Chairman of the National Trust,
and the winners being awarded by Griff Rhys Jones,
President of Civic Voice, we knew it was bound to be
a fantastic night!
It was exciting and there were so many
enthusiastic people from the Heritage Sector
including members from Hull Civic Society, Chairman
John Netherwood and his wife Christine keenly
supported by YHACS Humber
representative Malcolm Sharman and his wife Dot.

Heritage Open
Day Programme had
expanded hugely and that
the event has become a
significant part of Hull’s
Calendar. Through working
with the Council, 50 local
businesses and over 200
volunteers, Hull Civic Society
run an especially diverse
range of events aimed at
highlighting every aspect of
the City’s heritage.
Brighton also won an award in this category and
Stockport and Oxford were highly commended.
YHACS Summer Meeting
On the weekend of 25th and 26th of July Hull Civic
Society hosted the Summer Regional meeting for
YHACS. This was a successful social and business
event enjoyed by around 50 delegates who were
shown around the City.

We were assured that the judges had spent days
reviewing the nominations for awards but in the end
it came down to the winners whose nominations
really shone and displayed the necessary
imagination and commitment.
Emphasising how tough the decision making was,
Loyd Grossman commented “Heritage Open Days is
unique because every one of the thousands of events is
different - organised by individuals who care
passionately about their town, village or region and
the history that has created it. Our winners exemplify
that passion and the creativity that comes with it”.
The categories included Community Champions, Star
Organisers and the category for which we were
awarded - Creative Minds.

The main venue was Hull’s ‘state of the art’
new History Centre (above).
We were pleased to have this opportunity to
“flag-up” our nomination as UK City of Culture for
2017 and illustrate many positive aspects of life in
our City to like-minded people from all over the
Country.
Malcolm Sharman

It was with great pride that John and Christine
Netherwood took to the podium on behalf of our
Society whilst Griff Rhys Jones explained that Hull’s
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LISTED BUILDING
CONCERNS
Earlier this year Beverley Civic Society contacted
YHACS about the condition of listed buildings in
Beverley.

Historic Environment Forum, chaired by English
Heritage and I was able to raise the matter at our
last quarterly meeting. I regret to say that one of the
local authority officers on this group felt that the
The summary of their concerns was that their
situation regarding planning resources for dealing
planning authority, East Riding of Yorkshire Council, with listed buildings and conservation areas was likely
seemed to be unable to cope with the control of
to get worse, not better, as councils wrestle with
illegal developments on listed buildings in their town. budget constraints. I have also raised the matter with
Only one conservation officer is appointed to
David Blackburn of Ilkley Civic Society, the Yorkshire
oversee the whole of the East Riding. Beverley Civic Branch representative on the Council of the Institute of
Society wondered if other towns had similar
Historic Building Conservation.
problems and I undertook the job of contacting
YHACS member societies to research the position.
Some societies have suggested that we can assist our
local authority conservation officers by carrying out
I have received several replies from YHACS
voluntary work. In Scarborough Borough, the civic
members. My thanks go these members for taking
societies have been helping with surveying street
an interest in what I think should be a core concern
features to feed into the appraisal of conservation
for our societies. The picture across our region seems areas. Perhaps the most popular comment made to
to be mixed. Some societies thought that their
me was that societies should bring their concerns to
planning authority had the situation ‘under control’. the attention of the relevant councillor/portfolio
Most were keen to see the matter raised at regional holder. As and when I have further information I
and national level.
will report again.
Peter Cooper
YHACS is represented on the Yorkshire and Humber

LEEDS CIVIC TRUST DIRECTOR’S
HONORARY DEGREE

PUDSEY’S MILLS:
A LOST TEXTILE HERITAGE

It was a day for happy families, as many parents
proudly watched their children collect their
degrees. In the case of our Director Kevin Grady
though, it was his children
proudly watching their father
collect his honorary Doctor of
Arts degree, awarded by
Leeds Metropolitan University for services to the city,
especially in the sphere of
the built-environment.
I’m sure all will join me in
Kevin Grady with Trust Chair,
hearty ‘Congratulations’ to
Lynda Kitching
Kevin for a well-deserved
honour. It was acknowledged at the ceremony that
he has transformed the Trust during his time as Director and built up its reputation as a respected organisation in the city.
All in all, a splendid occasion at Beckett Park
campus, blessed with brilliant sunshine.
Invitations were limited, so I felt privileged to
have attended.
Lynda Kitching

After much painstaking research and planning Ruth
Strong’s long awaited book PUDSEY’S MILLS: A Lost
Textile Heritage is now in print.
Beautifully presented, the book contains 157 pages
of interesting facts, data and information obtained
from local people whose families were involved in,
and influenced by, employment in the mills from the
latter half of the 19th century until the demise of the
textile industry in the 1960s. Together with the
historical background of Pudsey mills there are old
records, photographs and illustrations that some older
readers may fondly – or perhaps even sadly,
remember whilst, at the same time, giving an insight to
the younger generation of the camaraderie, pride
and, often hardship of the thousands of people whose
livelihood depended “on t’mill.” A way of life which is
rapidly becoming history and would gradually be
forgotten if it were not for local historians like Ruth,
whose dedication and attention to detail ensure our
heritage is not lost forever.
Available from Pudsey & District Civic Society,
Pudsey Library in Church Lane between 10.00 am noon every Friday at a cost of £20. Enquiries:
www.pcs-online.org.uk
Molly Johnson

Editor’s note: Kevin is also a long-standing member of the YHACS Committee.
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50TH ANNIVERSARY PROJECTS
AT SCARBOROUGH
As a part of its 50th year celebration, Scarborough
& District Civic Society’s Executive Committee
decided to commission a local artist to paint an
iconic scene of our beautiful town.
They approached Richard Blades who is an artist
realist painter and looked at samples of his work
and discussed their requirements with him. The
outcome was a commissioned painting of the Spa
that would provide an unusual view and as can be
seen Richard has used the Sun Court windows to
frame all the notable elements within the South Bay.
It is essential that the painting is on public view and
Sheffield International Venues (SIV), who operate
the Spa Complex on behalf of Scarborough Borough
Council, have kindly agreed to hang the painting in
Farrers Bar.

Called “Belief”, the painting (shown above) measures
70 x 144 cm and is oil on linen. Richard started his
preparations back in April and completed it on the
6th of August.
The Water Trough

“As is good news
from a far country so
is water to a thirsty
soul.
In memory of
Godfrey Walker of
Conisborough
Priory Yorkshire
1908. Drink thirsty
soul and thank God”
The Town Hall leaflet
In May we had tea and cakes in the Mayor’s
Parlour.
This was to celebrate the launch of a leaflet which
was given to the Borough of Scarborough by
Scarborough & District Civic Society in their 50th
anniversary year. The leaflet was derived from an
original project initiated by Adrian Gatie a local
photographer who on hearing that the Town Hall was
to relocate thought that a photographic record should
be made of the Civic facilities for posterity. When it
was decided that the Town Hall should remain, Irene
Webster our Civic Officer considered that the
photographs could be used to produce a leaflet
which would be a souvenir guide and given to visitors
after their tour of the beautiful building.
We decided that this would be a fitting 50th
anniversary project, so we provided the funding and
Peter Cooper
provided much
of the text
along with
other generous
assistance from
people like
Irene Webster
and Dr Jack
Binns.
The Mayor and
Mayoress did us proud with an excellent tour of the
Town Hall and a few seasoned Scarborians told me
that even though they had previously done numerous
tours of the Town hall they had still learnt a few new
details.

In another 50th anniversary project Scarborough &
District Civic Society has funded repairs to the
water trough on Sandside.
This very fine water trough is on the opposite side of
the road from the Newcastle Packet public house
and was erected in 1908. The trough was in need of
some “TLC” and in order to complete the project first
contact was made with SBC and the necessary
permissions were gained plus an agreement for the
planting of the trough.
The water trough was erected at a time when it was
common to provide such memorials and they were
intended not merely for the comfort of hardworking The finished leaflet is something which we can be
horses, but also to keep draymen, cabdrivers and
proud of and a fitting tribute to our 50th
trippers out of public houses.
anniversary.
The fountain itself carries the inscription:
Adrian Perry
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SKIPTON’S WORLD WAR I
EXHIBITION
The Mayor of Skipton, Councillor John Dawson,
cut the ribbon to open the new exhibition,
“Memorial: Skipton Remembers”, on 2nd August.

poem, The Soldier, was beautifully recited by English
and drama student Jack Humphrey, from Carleton.
The Mayor then said that, in this anniversary year, he
was pleased to learn so much about Skipton in those
days, and about how the war memorial came to be
built. “We all see the memorial as we walk or drive
down the High Street”, he said, “but this exhibition
shows that it is worth a closer look”. He hoped that
many local people would come and see the
exhibition, which was sure to make everyone reflect.

“Memorial: Skipton Remembers” was in Holy Trinity
Church every day of August. Admission was free,
although donations were welcome and were diThe exhibition, in Holy Trinity Church, told of local
vided between the church and the Royal British
peoples’ experiences during and after the First
Legion. A comments book was full of praise for the
World War, with contemporary press cuttings (mostly exhibition.
Sheila Clark
from the Craven Herald) and photos of various
Photo,
courtesy
of
Roger
Hatfield,
shows
those
responsible
for the
events of the time. There was also a section on the
exhibition and some of their guests (l to r) - Susan Wrathmell, Joint Chair
design and creation of the memorial itself. Research of Skipton Civic Society; Councillor Robert Mason, Vice-Chairman of
was by Susan Wrathmell and Ella Hatfield of Skipton Craven District Council; Jack Humphrey; Councillor Dawson; Lesley Higson of Holy Trinity and Ella Hatfield, Publicity Secretary of Skipton Civic
Civic Society.
Society.
Guests stood in silence as Rupert Brooke’s famous

YORKSHIRE GARDENS TRUST’S
GRANTS SCHEME
The YGT Trustees have allocated a grant fund for
2014 to help projects concerning important parks
and gardens in the County, both large and small.
The maximum possible single grant will be the lesser
of £1,000 or 50% of the total cost of a project.
The grant may be awarded either towards the cost
of one or more of the following:

A survey or environmental assessment, covering
physical, horticultural, botanical, archaeological
or historical aspects;

A management, development, restoration or
conservation plan;

Restoration or conservation works;

The creation of a new garden;

The restoration of appropriate garden
ornaments or statues;

The preservation or restoration of documents
associated with any of the above or with an
important person who has been concerned with
Yorkshire’s parks and gardens;

The public interpretation of a park or garden;

A project satisfying the educational objectives
of the Trust

Any site involved should be in Yorkshire and:

Be an outstanding work of art in its present
form, or have high historic, scenic or
horticultural value;

Be considered to be an outstanding work of art
according to contemporary evidence at one or
more stages of its history, or a trend-setter for
later styles;

Be an important work of a particular designer
of historic importance;

Be associated with a building of particular
architectural or historic interest;

Contain a feature of special importance to
Yorkshire, which it is desirable to preserve or
restored

Be, or will become, a public amenity;

Be part of the setting of a major public
building.
Other conditions apply - for full details go to:
www.yorkshiregardenstrust.org.uk
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FUTURE EVENTS/DATES IN 2014/2015
Sat 27th September 1- 4pm
Fri 24th & Sat 25th October
Sat 31st January 2015
Reg. Charity No. 1112290

YHACS Autumn Meeting in Richmond
Town Hall
Civic Voice AGM & Annual Convention in
Canterbury
YHACS AGM at Cedar Court Hotel,
Harrogate

www.yhacs.org.uk
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