
 

 

The Localism Act 2011 introduces an important new power for local communities 
to protect buildings and open spaces they value. The “Community Right to Bid”, 
relevant to all civic societies, came into effect on 21 September 2012.  
 
Communities can ask their local council to list certain assets as being of value to the 
community. If an asset is listed and then comes up for sale, the new right will give 
communities that want the asset six months to put together a bid to buy it. This gives 
communities an increased chance to save much-loved shops, pubs or other local 
facilities. 
 
Parish councils or local community groups can nominate both privately and publicly 
owned assets which meet the definition of community value. A building or land in 
your council’s area must be listed as an “asset of community value” if: 

 current primary use of the building/land or use of the building/land in the recent 

past furthers the social well-being or social interests (cultural, recreational, or sporting 
interests) of the local community 

 it is realistic to think that now or in the next five years there could continue to be 

primary use of the building/land which will further the social well-being or social 
interests of the local community (whether or not in the same way as before). 
 
Owners of listed assets cannot dispose of them without: 

 letting the local authority know that they intend to sell the asset or grant a lease 

of more than 25 years. 

 waiting until the end of a six-week ‘interim moratorium’ period if the local 

authority does not receive a request from a community interest group to be treated as 
a potential bidder. 

 waiting until the end of a six-month ‘full moratorium’ period if the local authority 
does receive a request from a community interest group to be treated as a potential 
bidder. 

 
What can be listed as an “Asset of Community Value”? 
Although the Act notes that “social interests” includes “cultural, recreational and sporting interests” the 
phrase “social well-being” can apply to a much broader set of activities. “Assets of Community Value” might 
therefore include any land or building listed - examples are: 

 Shops   

 Pubs 

 Community/Village halls 

 Nurseries and children’s centres 

 Health centres, surgeries  

      and hospitals 

 Sport, recreation and culture   
          (Cont’d on page 2)  
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By mid-2013 100 English pubs had been made 
“Assets of Community Value” with councils, meaning 
they couldn’t be sold without locals being told. 
 
See http://www.theguardian.com/lifeandstyle/2013/aug/12/england-pubs-

special-protected-status 

http://www.yhacs.org.uk
mailto:http://www.theguardian.com/lifeandstyle/2013/aug/12/england-pubs-special-protected-status
mailto:http://www.theguardian.com/lifeandstyle/2013/aug/12/england-pubs-special-protected-status
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It was really good to see so many people turning 
up for the AGM back in January and, if I may be 
immodest for a moment, what an enjoyable event 
it turned out to be. Our new venue, the Cedar Court 
Hotel proved to be an ideal and comfortable venue 
for our needs and we’ll definitely try to go back 
there again. It was also Cyril Oliver’s last meeting as 
a YHACS committee member and we took the 
opportunity to say thank you to him, presenting him 

with a gift voucher on behalf of YHACS. We also 
celebrated those societies that had done sterling 
work during the year and submitted entries for the 
YHACS/Peter Spawforth Award (see pages 4 & 9 
for photos and details). 
 
Of course, it was mainly the same civic societies that 
were represented – we still haven’t lured some 
societies out of the comfort of their home towns – and 
what a pity for them; they really don’t know what 
they are missing (why not phone a friend and tell 
them?). But congratulations must go to Judith Talbot 
who came across from Lytham St Annes for her 
second AGM with us. Congratulations also to 
Margaret Clarke (Goole) and Jim Robinson 
(Addingham) for their election to the YHACS 
committee.  
 
Some of us who attended the AGM were able to go 
through to Harrogate on the Friday afternoon and 
take dinner together, staying overnight at the hotel.  
 
    (Cont’d on page 3) 

 Parks and open green spaces     

 Sports grounds 

 Theatres and cinemas 

 Swimming pools and lidos 

 Community services          

 Community centres 

 Youth centres 

 

For more background information, see the links in the boxes below, or even better, come to the YHACS 
meeting in Wakefield on Saturday 5th April (details on page 5) where there will be a session on this 

topic. 

Editor — This article was abstracted from the Civic Voice campaign website www.civicvoice.org.uk/campaigns/assetsofcommunityvalue/  

For a useful briefing note click  - here 
“You’ve got the power” - quick and simply guide to community rights here  

 Government information is available from here 

Briefing - “Community Right to Bid” 
Understanding the “Community Right to Bid” 

Briefing - “Community right to bid - ways to take action” 
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http://www.civicvoice.org.uk/campaigns/assets-of-community-value/
http://locality.org.uk/resources/community-bid-quick-guide/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/youve-got-the-power-a-quick-and-simple-guide-to-community-rights
https://www.gov.uk/government/policies/giving-people-more-power-over-what-happens-in-their-neighbourhood
http://www.civicvoice.org.uk/uploads/files/Briefing_-_community_right_to_bid_1.pdf
http://www.civicvoice.org.uk/uploads/files/Understanding-the-Community-Right-to-Bid.pdf
http://www.civicvoice.org.uk/uploads/files/Briefing_-_community_right_to_bid_-_ways_to_take_action.pdf
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Cont’d from page 2) 

This proved to be a very relaxing way to break 
ourselves in for the following day and even meant 
we could have a bit of a lie-in next morning rather 
than rushing out to catch trains and buses, or embark 
on (what would have been for some) longish drives. 
Of course, it also meant we had breakfast together 
the next morning…… 
     

Our guest speaker at the AGM was Dr Freddie 
Gick, the new chair of Civic Voice and it was a 
mutually beneficial opportunity. For us, we got to 
hear the latest thinking on the future of Civic Voice 
(more of which below) while, for Freddie, it was the 
chance to see how we do things here in YHACS. I 
don’t think I’m betraying any confidences when I say 
that Freddie was very impressed by what he saw 
and heard from us that day. 
 
I like to think of YHACS as a forward thinking and 
outward looking organisation that is well-respected 
by its members and also by others outside our ranks. 
The way we organise ourselves works very well for 
us and our member societies do seem to appreciate 
what we are doing  - a big thank you, by the way, 
to all of you who have so far renewed your 
subscriptions for 2014 – very reassuring! We have 
one or two to go yet, but we remain optimistic that 
their cheques are ‘in the post’. Thank you also to 
those individuals who took the trouble to speak to 
me or email me after the AGM to express their 
thanks for a good event). 
 
Talking of Civic Voice, as I think I was, YHACS 
stalwart and Secretary Helen Kidman, recently threw 
caution to the wind and purchased a ticket 
(fortunately for us, a return ticket) to attend a 
meeting in London of what is loosely referred to as 
the Regional Association Forum - a mix of 
representatives from the regional associations and 
Civic Voice trustees. I do hope that this will not turn 
into a successor for the former National Committee 
of the Civic Trust. As chair of that committee, it was 
clear to me that the nine regional associations that 
were then in operation were all at different places 
in their development/demise and had different 
capabilities, capacities and concerns. There was not 
then and (as far as I can see) is not now a common 
model for all our regional associations, despite the 
best of intentions when they were set up. Move too 
quickly and you leave some of the regional 
associations behind; move too slowly and some will 

leap ahead and not look back.  
 
Trying to fit a one-size-fits-all MO onto each regional 
association will be a needless, and ultimately 
pointless, exercise. I wouldn’t want to see us go back 
to how things were! This is why I have proposed that 
each regional association that wants to do so should 
draw up its own agreement with Civic Voice about 
how they will work with each other in partnership.  
 

I propose, for example, that YHACS develops an 
agreement, or Memorandum of Understanding if you 
like, that sets out how, for example, YHACS and Civic 
Voice will work together to further the interests of the 
civic society movement in our region; how we will 
offer complementary but not competitive benefits to 
our member societies; how YHACS will respond 
timeously to Civic Voice consultations; and how 
frequently we would like to see Civic Voice and 
YHACS co-hosting events on our patch. I will also call 
for Civic Voice and YHACS to each recommend that 
societies within Y&H that are members of one body 
should also take out membership of the other and to 
promote the benefits of doing so. These are just my 
thoughts for now and it is early days in a debate that 
has not really started but, as Civic Voice looks to 
develop its manifesto in the coming months, I hope 
that this approach can feature in it. 
 
We know from the meeting that Helen attended that 
Civic Voice has started to think about themes for the 
manifesto. At a recent YHACS committee meeting, 
members discussed Helen’s feedback and drafted 
some headings for our own planning purposes. We 
have assigned ownership of these themes to 
committee members as part of our own portfolio of 
responsibilities. The new assignments are listed 
against our names on the back page. Our next job is 
to flesh these headings out to make sense of what 
they might involve. We will then consult with our own 
members to see if they ring true while also feeding 
into the work Civic Voice is doing. 
 
Helen will continue to represent us on the Regional 
Association Forum for the time being and we’ll be 
reporting more on this later in the year: watch this 

space! 

                                                          

                                                       Kevin Trickett 
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FFOROR  AACHIEVEMENTCHIEVEMENT” ” ININ  20132013  

Joint 3rd Prize 

A certificate and a cheque for £50 

Won by Pontefract Civic Society 

 
Photo shows Paul and Christine Cartwright  
receiving the prize from YHACS President Peter 

Cooper. 

 

     

Joint 3rd Prize 

A certificate and a cheque for £50 

Won by Hull Civic Society 

 
Photo shows Malcolm Sharman receiving the prize 

from YHACS President Peter Cooper. 

 

     

2nd Prize 

A certificate and a cheque for £100 

Won by Addingham Civic Society 

 
Photo shows Jim Robinson receiving the prize 

from YHACS President Peter Cooper. 

1st Prize 

The Peter Spawforth Trophy and a 

cheque for £200 

Won by Wakefield Civic Society 

 
Photo shows Darren Bailey receiving the prize 

from YHACS President Peter Cooper. 

Photos courtesy of Kevin Trickett & Brian  Ward 
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GGUESTUEST  SSPEAKERSPEAKERS  

CCLLRLLR  PPETERETER  BBOXOX, L, LEADEREADER  OFOF  WWAKEFIELDAKEFIELD  CCOUNCILOUNCIL  
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SSPENPEN  VVALLEYALLEY’’SS    

SSTIRRINGTIRRING  TTALEALE!!  

story. It ended in February 1813 with the largest 
public hanging in York: a total of 17 men were  
executed, leaving 
their families  
destitute. 
Following the  
success of our 
Sparrow Park at  
Liversedge, with its 
striking Luddite 
statue (right), 
we’ve now got an Area Committee grant from  
Kirklees Council to tell more of the Luddite story. 
We’ll be creating markers (plaques or information 
boards) at three 
sites: Cartwright’s 
Mill, The Star Inn 
Roberttown (right), 
where 2 Luddites 
died, and  
Hartshead Moor,  
and are seeking 
funding for an-
other two: The 
Shears Inn, Liversedge (where plans for the attack 
were finalized) and Owens Corning Ltd at Hightown 
(site of Jackson’s Cropping Shop where Spen Valley 
Luddites had been employed). We’re linking with a 
Kirklees Council project creating two Luddite circular 
walks taking in these sites. 
  
We promise to show you the finished project! 
         Erica Amende 

Once upon a time in Spen Valley, families were 
starving because their once-proud men-folk had 
been thrown out of their highly skilled work due 
to mechanization. Some of those men tried to 
thwart the march of progress and save their liveli-
hoods. They were seen as enemies of the state, the 
terrorists of their era, so they swore oaths of secrecy 
and operated in small groups to evade capture. At 
dusk one snowy February evening two wagons were 
crossing Hartshead Moor, laden with more new  
machines bound for a Spen Valley mill. They were 
ambushed by masked men who smashed the cargo 
and slipped away into the night. In response,  
hundreds of troops were sent in and billeted at or 
close to mills; rewards were offered to anyone  
giving information; and tensions grew because most 
working people were sympathetic to the cause. One 
night two months later, hundreds of men walked  
silently across dark fields, converging on the Spen 
Valley mill, which they tried to attack and destroy.  
They failed because its owner and soldiers were  
inside, armed and prepared, and because  
reinforcement troops soon arrived. Two badly 
wounded men were captured and taken to a local 
inn, where soldiers and the local vicar (the mill-
owner’s friend) tried to extract information from 
them about their fellow-attackers. As he lay dying, 
one man beckoned the vicar over and whispered 
“Can you keep a secret?”  “Yes I can” replied the 
vicar eagerly, expecting a confession. “So can I” 
said the man, and died. 
 
A cracking tale: all true and just part of the Luddite 
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I’m quite sure it’s a rarity among Civic Societies to 
be closely involved with flood issues, but here in 
Pickering, it’s a factor of life that seriously affects 
the economy and wellbeing of the town and its  
environs – particularly tourism.  But many of your 
Yorkshire towns and cities will be at risk too... and 
that risk is rising. 
 
Following four damaging floods in 8 years, Pickering 
& District Civic Society (P&DCS) members were in the 
forefront of firstly research in conjunction with  
Oxford, Durham and Newcastle Universities, then in 
developing a practical and affordable flood 
scheme, along with finding the necessary funding 
(virtually all from local taxpayers).   
 
The scheme has two distinct strands; an engineered 
flood water storage bund currently being  
constructed upstream of the town – completion due 
this summer - capable of holding around 120,000 
m3 of water, that would previously have flooded the 
town centre (photo above).  This accounts for about 
90% of the storage needed to protect the town from 
a 1:25 year event.  The other 10% is provided by 
Natural Flood Management (NFM) measures such as 
woody debris dams (see photo on page 7), riparian 
tree planting, moorland drain blocking and peat res-
toration.  Called ‘Slowing the Flow’, it’s being closely 
monitored from all over the world as a prototype.   
 
Recent major flood events – particularly those 
around the Somerset Levels and River Thames have 
brought it into even sharper focus. 

 
 
On the radio recently, NFU’s Peter Kendall said ‘For 
people to say that a fallen tree is a way of managing 
water flows is ludicrous’.  Wrong.  It works, but isn’t 
suitable in places where land drainage is important.  
I’m not the only one heartily frustrated at hearing 
from ‘bar-stool experts’ and, sadly, politicians who 
should be better informed, that dredging is the  
answer to our flood problems.  Wrong.  I saw an  
excellent quote about dredging recently: ‘this is one 
of those complex problems for which there is an answer 
that is clear, simple and wrong’.  Yes it may be a  
limited PART of the solution, but only for certain low 
level events and where land drainage is a priority.  
In many places, it would be a costly waste and even 
counter-productive.  Eric Pickles lambasted the  
Environment Agency (EA) for giving bad advice on 
dredging – but failed to explain the source or  
provenance of his alternative ‘good advice’. 
 
River maintenance means more than just dredging – it 
includes aquatic weed clearing, cutting bank side 
vegetation and maintaining hardware (sluice gates, 
flap valves etc).  Finally, where does the sediment 
come from that so many folk are obsessed with 
dredging?  Yes, we also need to urgently address 
sediment supply – mostly derived from poor farming 
and land management practices. 
 
Under DeFRA orders, Internal Drainage Boards (IDB) 
are being amalgamated.    (Cont’d on page 7)  

 

 

Progress on the bund above Pickering   
Photo courtesy of Mike Potter 



 

 

Page 7  

A HA HOTOT  TTOPICOPIC:  :    

FFLOODINGLOODING  ANDAND  DDREDGINGREDGING  ((CONTINUEDCONTINUED))  

    

  

(Cont’d from page 6) 

Their function will not change, but funding cuts to the 
EA will then mean more maintenance of main rivers 
will fall on the IDBs shoulders.  Important questions 
need to be answered about where locally raised 
flood levy money will be going.  Much of this  
currently goes to the EA, but that needs to shift to 
pay those doing the work. 
 
Hydrology – the science of water – is pretty much 
fixed and very well understood (Note 1). How you 
deal with excesses (or shortages) of water depends 
on complex variables: geography of each individual  
catchment and flood plain; relative priorities within 
an area – land drainage for agriculture, flood risk 
to properties and businesses; wildlife protection;  
climate change (or however you prefer to describe 
an increasingly long series of record-breaking  
extreme weather events). 
 
The bottom line is that policy is in serious danger of 
being driven by emotion and specific interest groups, 
instead of by impartial science.  Worse still, it  
appears to be driven in 4-5 year cycles to coincide 
with a government’s term of office and perceived 
popularity.  Wrong on every count. Emotion and 
personal interest need to be dealt with during and 
immediately after extreme flood events.  However, 
the subsequent policy response needs to be based 
on the SCIENCE and in this case must be a relatively 
long-term strategy.  The aforementioned emotions, 
personal interests and relative priorities should  
obviously be considered, but should not drive that 
strategy. 
 
NFM has been getting very favourable publicity 
lately.  After around six years of knocking on closed 
minds, the mantra I’ve been preaching of  
environmentally friendly, cost effective and  
affordable measures to control flooding by working 
WITH nature is suddenly flavour of the month. 
 
However, some crucial words of warning: 
 
1.  NFM will not be suitable for every catchment.  
Such measures need to be expertly modelled and 
carefully assessed to ensure they are constructed in 
the right places and don’t actually increase flood 
risk by causing flood peaks from adjacent river  
systems to combine.  They also need some degree of  
maintenance. 

2.  Where will the money come from now Local  
Authorities have been squeezed dry?  Central  
government are once more cutting EA funding – and 
rural areas will not qualify anyway due to current 
cost/benefit analysis. 
3.  Most NFM schemes are still in their infancy and 
are yet to be fully analysed and evaluated. 
4.  Action is needed now.  Highly bureaucratic, risk 
averse, office-based civil service agencies are not 
ideal for getting this work done, as it needs a strong 
practically based structure and ‘can do’ attitude.  The 
real world of woodland, river and moorland is far 
removed from desks, pretty pictures, lengthy written 
reports and academic theory. 
5. Sensibly targeted river maintenance is still  
absolutely essential – and realistic funding for it. 
 
 
So next time you say ‘dredging is what we need’, 
make sure there’s not a frustrated hydrologist in  
earshot. 
 

     Mike Potter  

Note 1  - Very interesting blog at 

http://therivermanagementblog.wordpress.com/ with some cracking de-

bate about dredging – mostly from the scientific perspective. 

Note 2  - The wildlife lobby is an easy target.  Not my area of expertise, 
but ignore it at your peril.  The interdependence of constituent parts of 
the natural world is vital to human existence too. E.g. what happens 

if/when we obliterate the bees and other pollinators? 

Effect of ponding behind a woody debris dam after heavy rain  
(i.e. slowing the flow) - Photo courtesy of Mike Potter 

http://therivermanagementblog.wordpress.com/
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This inspirational bridge has been a long time 
coming, BUT now its impact is undeniable as it is 
at last a functioning reality. I was delighted to see 
this McDowell and Benedetti scheme win an 
International design competition in 2006. Yorkshire 
Forward and Arc promoted this bridge from within a 
strong field and the result is sensational. 
  
The ultimate realisation of its construction clearly 
illustrates its functionality and every form and detail 
adds to the universality of its design goal of 
maximum Community Impact and Engagement. Its 
everything they say it is and more. 
  
Essentially it is a swing bridge (in plan looking like 
a monumental pin-ball flipper) which is designed to 
move aside to allow shipping up or down river, 
whilst the PUBLIC REMAIN ON BOARD! Her 
movement is gentle and engineering firmly 
precise. So effortlessly quiet is she that recorded 
sounds of natural and man-made sources are 
relayed to heighten the intensity of the location. At 
night a programme of coloured lighting effects 
enhance the form and structure of the bridge, 
artfully conspiring to attract people to the  

AAWARDWARD--WWINNINGINNING  SSCALECALE  LLANEANE  BBRIDGERIDGE    

OOVERVER  TTHEHE  RRIVERIVER  HHULLULL  

on-board Cafe's space which revolves almost 
imperceptibly about the hinge-pin of the structure. 
 
Traversing the 'Old Harbour' of Hull, this structure has 
provided a renaissance in terms of sense of place. 
Forty years ago 
this place was packed with boats and barges, to the 
extent that it would have been possible to cross the 
River Hull by stepping from barge to barge. Like 
Venice it was abundant with life and commerce ;the 
clanking of chains, the chugging of engines, the 
bobbing of navigation lights and the gurgling of 
muddy brown tides meant this place was an 
attraction in its own right.  Then came change and 
decline and the place was forgotten. 
Now there is change for the better - which demands 
you come and see the sensuous form of this modern-
day Leviathan.  She has a spine of immense strength 
and exudes the vitality of there being a giant, living 
form within its skin.   
 
Once discovered, her devotees swarm to take 
advantage of the benefits to City navigation which 
she brings.  All marvel at her form and perfection 
and attend to her because of the unfailing attraction 
she has brought to this stretch of waterfront. 
 Those who have brought her into being have shown 
rare genius and are deserving of our eternal thanks.   
 
There is no other bridge like this -  she is surely 
unique.  I saw her being lifted into place and I 
recognised it as a significant moment for the city 
and its future as City of Culture 2017 and beyond. 
 
  Malcolm Sharman, Hull Civic Society 

Acted as the Civic Trust Lay Assessor and wrote  
this citation as an indication of the structure's  

community impact and engagement.   
 

Upper Photo—From  www.urdesign.it 

Lower photo—From  www.waagner-biro.com 
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YHACS AYHACS ANNUALNNUAL  GGENERALENERAL  MMEETINGEETING    

IINN  HHARROGATEARROGATE    --  JJANUARYANUARY  20142014  

A third exhibition of the work of Pickering-born  
pioneering artist Francis Nicholson (1753 -1844) is 
on view at Danby  Moors Centre in the Esk Valley 
to explore the rise of watercolour painting and  
beginning of print making. It runs from 17th May 
to 15th June 2014. 
 
Guest curator Gordon Bell will be on hand on  
Saturday 17th May from 12 -3pm. (free). (Pictures 
selected are of Yorkshire landscapes.)  
 

And two weeks later a lecture by Gordon Bell "The 
Golden Age of Watercolours"  and tour on Sunday lst 
June at 2pm.(£3.50). 
 
An exhibition board about Francis Nicholson will  
shortly be on view at Beck Isle Museum, Pickering 
and the latest information can be located on  
the website www.francisnicholsonowcs.co.uk 
 
     J H Dixon 

Photos show (clockwise from top left) - Members enjoying a pre-meeting dinner at the Cedar Court Hotel; 
retiring committee member, Cyril Oliver receiving a gift from YHACS Chairman Kevin Trickett in apprecia-
tion of his service to the Association; Guest speaker Dr Freddie Gick, Chair of Civic Voice, with Kevin 

Trickett.         Photos courtesy of Kevin Trickett & Brian Ward 

"F"FRANCISRANCIS  NNICHOLSONICHOLSON  AANDND  

    TTHEHE  LLUREURE  OOFF  TTHEHE  PPICTURESQUEICTURESQUE""      

http://www.francisnicholsonowcs.co.uk
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MMOREORE  BBLUELUE  PPLAQUESLAQUES    
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Halifax Civic Trust has added two more blue 
plaques to its gradually lengthening list of  
commemorations. The first, in September 
2013, commemorates one of Halifax's greatest  
artists, the sculptor Jocelyn Horner. A blue plaque 
was unveiled at Green Hayes, the house in Bell Hall, 
Halifax, where Jocelyn Horner was born, lived, 
worked and died. Jocelyn Horner was a founding 
member of Halifax Civic Trust in June 1962 and 
the plaque was sponsored by Lawrence Funeral  
Service, which has operated from Green Hayes since 
soon after Jocelyn Horner died in 1973. It was a 
double celebration for, earlier in the day, one 
of Jocelyn's major works, a statue of The Boy David, 
was dedicated at St Jude's Church, a short distance 
from Green Hayes. The bronze 
statue was given to the Civic Trust 
by a local business in memory of 
the firm's founder, who died early 
in 2013, and is now on perma-
nent loan to St Jude's Church.  
 
Jocelyn Horner (right) was born 
at Green Hayes in 1902 
and studied at Leeds College of 
Art, where she was a  
contemporary of two of Britain's 
greatest modern sculptors,  
Barbara Hepworth and Henry Moore, who became 
a lifelong friend. Probably her best known work is a 
group in bronze of the Bronte Sisters, Charlotte, 
Emily and Anne, which was  
commissioned by the Bronte Society and is now in the 
garden of the Bronte Parsonage Museum in Haworth. 
She also sculpted the head and also the hands of Sir 

John Barbirolli, the famous conductor of the 
Halle Orchestra, who was also a close friend.  
The trust's second blue plaque was dedicated in  
commemoration of the historian E P Thompson at a 
ceremony held exactly 50 years after the  
publication of Thompson's seminal work, “The Making 
of the English Working Class”, in November 1963. 
The dedication, by the Mayor of Calderdale,  
Councillor Ann Martin, took place at the former home 
of Thompson and his wife, Dorothy, also a historian, 
Holly Bank, Whitegate, Siddal, Halifax. Thompson's 
classic book told history, not through kings and  
statesmen, but through the lives of ordinary  
people. Described as "the first chapter in the story of 
social history", the book has been continuously in print 
since its publication and is one of the most widely 
read history books of the 20th century. The  
dedication of the blue plaque was the culmination of 
a day's celebrations to mark the book's anniversary. 
Earlier in the day a conference was held by the  
Society for the Study of Labour History at Square 
Chapel Arts Centre, Halifax, to remember 
E P Thompson's life and legacy, attended by eminent 
historians from round the world. The conference was 
followed by a walk led by Halifax Civic Trust  
chairman Dr John Hargreaves from Square Chapel, 
through the heart of early industrial Halifax, via  
Halifax Minster and Nestle's Albion Mills to Holly 
Bank, Siddal, where Edward and Dorothy  
Thompson  lived for 17 years between 1948 and 
1965 and where “The Making of the English Working 
Class” was written. 
 
These two new blue plaques bring the total in  
Halifax to 10. An initial batch commemorated six  
famous Halifax sons, including textile barons John 
Crossley and Col Edward Akroyd, John  
Mackintosh, founder of toffee makers John  
Mackintosh and Sons, theatre and stage actor Eric 
Portman, catseye inventor Percy Shaw and Halifax 
MP and Speaker of the House of Commons Sir John 
Henry Whitley. A later plaque commemorates the 
Halifax-born Nobel award-winning geneticist Oliver 
Smithies, who attended the unveiling ceremony at his 
old school in Copley, Halifax, and then, in  
partnership with FC Halifax Town, the trust erected a 
plaque at the site of the former Saddle public house 
in Market Street, Halifax, where a meeting was held 
in 1911 which led to the founding of the football 
club. 

David Hanson 
Blue plaques co-ordinator,  Halifax Civic Trust 

Dedication of Halifax Civic Trust's blue plaque to commemorate Halifax sculptor Jocelyn 

Horner at Green Hayes, Bell Hall, Halifax, the house where Jocelyn Horner was born, 
lived, worked and died.  From the left are the chairman of Halifax Civic Trust, Dr John 

Hargreaves, the High Sheriff of West Yorkshire, Virginia Lloyd, and her husband, Clive 
Lloyd, Ann Martin, Greg Reinsch and Fiona Reinsch, of the Lawrence Funeral Service, 

which now occupies the property and sponsored the plaque, the Deputy Mayor of Calder-
dale, Cllr Lisa Lambert, and her consort, Ken Lambert. Photos courtesy of David Hanson. 
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CCELEBRATEDELEBRATED  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hornsea Civic Society recently completed the  
second phase of their “Blue Plaque” and Heritage 
Trail Scheme by the installation of an information 
board at “Bettison’s Folly”, a tower near to the 
centre of the town.  
The information board gives far more information 
than could have been provided on a “Blue Plaque”, 
and includes a cut-away diagram of the tower show-
ing the interior. The Folly was erected in 1844 in the 
back garden of Bettison’s House, which stood on the 
main shopping street, Newbegin.  
Unfortunately the house was demolished in the 
1960’s. The Tower is a grade 2 listed building, and is 
the only folly in the country with a full length  
extending flagpole operated by a simple but  
effective winch system. 
 
William Bettison was a Hull Brewer and part owner 
of the Hull Advertiser Newspaper. He was at this 
time living in Hornsea, but working in Hull and  
travelling daily by Horse and Carriage. The story 
goes that the tower was erected so that his son could 
go up to the top of the tower with a telescope and 
watch for his father’s carriage coming down 
Southorpe Hill on the road to Hull, and he would then 
alert the servants so that his father’s dinner was on 
the table for his arrival home. 
 
Hornsea Civic Society have liaised with Hornsea  
Lions Club for this part of the scheme, and the  
Lions provided the Civic Society with a grant to cover 
the cost of the information board, with some left over 
to go towards other parts of the scheme.  
 
Two more blue plaques are now on order. 
     John Miller 

 

Civic Society and Lions Club Members at the official ceremony publicising the installation of 

the board. Standing at the right is David Bettison, a descendent of the tower’s builder, and 
kneeling on the right is Barry Dipper who prepared the cut-away diagram and designed the 

board  - both are Civic Society Members. Photograph courtesy of Vanda Miller. 

BBEVERLEYEVERLEY  GGEORGIANEORGIAN  FFESTIVALESTIVAL    

1313--21 S21 SEPTEMBEREPTEMBER  20142014  

Beverley Civic Society and Beverley Renaissance 
Partnership are together organizing a Georgian 
Festival, with many other voluntary groups joining 
in with enthusiasm.   
 
We are rather pleased with ourselves in noticing in 
good time that 1714 marked the accession of 
George I, and also the completion date of our  
Market Cross (the architect, Theophilus Shelton, came 
from Wakefield).  The Georgian period was  
immensely important for Beverley and has left us 
many of our best buildings.  It also saw a  
reconstruction of the north transept of the Minster (the 
architect was Nicholas Hawksmoor and the engineer 
William Thornton) - which has many significant  
Georgian elements.  The 1714 anniversary does not 
seem to have been recognised in any other British 
town, although Stamford had a Georgian weekend 
last year (well, Lincolnshire is always ahead of  
Yorkshire, huh?).  1914 has dominated thinking in 
most areas. 
  
Our Festival begins on Saturday 13 September with 
the Heritage Open Day, an event now in its 20th 
year organised by English Heritage and the  
National Trust.  We are going to have about 20 
Georgian properties open that people in town never 
normally see – private houses, gardens, cafes, shops 
and offices and so on  - all free, with 'house histories' 
written for the purpose.  Then every day until the 
Festival ends on 21 September we have events,  
lectures, dance, children's events, costume, film,  
theatre, music recitals.  Among the most exotic events 
(not yet confirmed), are sedan chair racing and a hot
-air balloon.  Friday 19th there is a Georgian  
Banquet in the Minster - Saturday is Guildhall Day - 
and on Sunday 21 we intend to re-enact the  
proclamation of George I's accession at the Market 
Cross, in line with ancient tradition - accompanied by 
18th century re-enactment soldiers from the DLI  
drilling, and (later) children dancing. 
 
We have under our 'umbrella' many voluntary local 
societies, whose combined membership reaches 2000 
(although we are aware that many people belong to 
several societies). The Festival will make more  
people aware of the rich heritage of our town, and 
so, we hope, all the more treasured.   
  
 
           Barbara English  
     benglish@newbegin.karoo.co.uk 

mailto:benglish@newbegin.karoo.co.uk


 

 

●  Chairman, Kevin Trickett (Priorities for Growth) 

 kevintrickett@msn.com   01924 361180 

 Vice Chairman, David Moss (Newsletter) 

 damoss43@yahoo.co.uk  01757 268418 

●  Secretary, Helen Kidman (Planning) 

 helen.kidman3@tbtinternet.com  01943 609154 

●  Treasurer, Richard Ward (Legal/Financial; Towns, Cities & Public Realm) 

 r.m.ward1@btinternet.com  01723 374801 

   Exec Committee Member, Dr. Kevin Grady 

office@leedscivictrust.org.uk  0113 2439594 

●   Exec Committee Member, Malcolm Sharman  (Heritage & Culture) 

 malcsharman@hotmail.com 

 Exec Committee Member, David Winpenny (Design Quality)  
 david@winpennypr.co.uk             

 Exec Committee Member, Tony Leonard   

 ad.leonard@btinternet.com   01430 872871  

 Exec Committee Member,  Margaret Hicks-Clarke (Civic Pride & Engagement) 

 margaret.hicks@pressassociation.com  07841802030  

 Exec Committee Member, Jim Robinson (Infrastructure)  

 chairman@addinghamcivicsociety.co.uk 01943 831476 

●  President, Peter Cooper (Website; Towns, Cities & Public Realm) 

 cooperpeter@pobroadband.co.uk 01723 513754  

Fri 4th & Sat 5th April   YHACS Spring Meeting at The Orangery, 

     Wakefield. 

Sat 21st June    Civic Voice’s “Civic Day” 

Sat 26th July     YHACS Summer Meeting in the Hull  

     History Centre, Hull.  

Sat 27th September   YHACS Autumn Meeting in Richmond 

Fri 24th & Sat 25th October  Civic Voice AGM & Annual Convention in 

     Canterbury 
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Please send any article 
submissions, comments, 
letters or questions to 

the editor: 
  

David Moss 
Editor 

 

Tel: 01757 268 418  

Email: 
damoss43@yahoo.co.uk 

 
 

 

The Yorkshire and    

Humber Association of 

Civic Societies (YHACS) 

is the distinct voice of the 

civic society movement 

in the Yorkshire and  

Humber region, and our 

vision is to enhance the 

quality of life for all   

citizens in the region by   

engaging citizens not 

only in the protection of 

local heritage but also in 

the promotion of        

sustainable economic 

development and urban          

renaissance.   
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