Vo lu me 9 , Is s ue 4

S OC I ETY
I NSIGH T

W int er 2013 - 14

BIG SUCCESS FOR HOWDEN CIVIC
SOCIETY’S R100 HISTORY TRAIL BID
INSIDE PAGES.....

On 26th November 2013 Howden Civic Society won £32,538 from The Peoples’
Millions via ITV Calendar. It achieved this by winning a public vote following
publicity on the Calendar programme and on The Peoples’ Millions website.
View from the
The funding will pay for the design and installation of a
Chair......................2-3
trail of over twenty plaques to mark the length and
Pontefract’s town
features of the R100 airship. Designed by Barnes Wallis
centre plan...............4
(of Dambusters and bouncing bomb fame), the R100
was built by the Airship Guarantee Company in Howden
Skipton CS award..5
in the 1920s, and was of innovative and modern design.
Making new from old
It was of great importance locally as over 200 people
buildings................6-7
were recruited from the surrounding farms to work on it.
KT award.................7
It was known affectionately as the “Cupid Airship” since
Addingham’s
twenty couples met and married while working on the project. Nevil Shute Norway,
award.......................8 who was later to achieve worldwide success as the author Nevil Shute, also worked on
Civic Voice Press
the R100 as the chief calculator. A Society Blue Plaque is mounted outside 78
release ....................8 Hailgate, where Nevil Shute lodged while working on the R100.
Hull’s road issues....9 The British government commissioned two rigid airships; the R100, designed and built
by a private company, and the R101 which was designed and built by the British Air
Beverley’s Study
Ministry. It was felt that having two prototypes would lead to twice the level of
Day Report............10
innovation over traditional lines. The R100 was designed to carry 100 passengers in
Goole’s Heritage
luxury, having passenger and crew accommodation spread over three decks, with
Awards..................11 cabins, dining and lounge facilities and viewing galleries. Powered by its six RollsEvents....................12 Royce engines, the R100 flew to Canada in July 1930, an outward trip of nearly 80
hours, arriving in Montreal to a rapturous welcome. Its return flight in August was
achieved in less than 60 hours. Unfortunately, two months later the British Air Ministry’s
R101 crashed in France on 5th October 1930, on its maiden flight to India. 48 of the 54 people on board
were killed and following this disaster the Government abandoned the airship programme. Nothing is left
of the huge sheds and the massive complex in Howden where the airship was built, nor of the bungalow
where the Wallis family lived. Sir Barnes Wallis’s daughter Mary lived there as a young child and she
retains a keen interest in Howden and The Barnes Wallis Trust.
Howden Civic Society first floated the idea of an Airship Trail a few years ago, then in 2012 set up a
working party with Ken Deacon (top photo) at the helm to submit plans
to The People’s Millions and ITV Calendar. On 30 th October we
heard we were in the final and allowed to publicize it. A film crew
came to Howden to immortalise Ken, allotment holders (representing
the farm workers who had worked on the Airship), several local ladies
dressed as brides (to illustrate the 20 couples who met and married
through working there), Junior school pupils, (photo, right) some of
whom read out their creative writing inspired by the Airship, and a
motley collection of passing residents, HCS members and market stallholders. Word was spread to local groups at every opportunity, a
major role being played by Howden Library, local shops and
businesses in getting the message out into the community. (Cont’d on page 2)
www.yhacs.org.uk

Registered Charity No. 1112290
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VIEW FROM
THE CHAIR
Well, as it is January, let me begin by
wishing all our readers a very happy
New Year. Now I’ve got that out of the
way, let me ask you a question, the
answer to which I’ll provide later on.
How much of England do you think is
built on? 20% perhaps? Or 10%? How
about 5%? Maybe even less?
Here’ s an oth er qu es tion , th is time
rhetorical as I don’t really want to know
the details, thank you. How did you spend
the festive season?
It’s normally a time to spend with family and friends,
or relaxing, recharging the batteries and perhaps
jotting down a few New Year resolutions for the
year ahead. However, we civic society people are
perhaps a breed apart and even the most somnolent
couch potato amongst us would probably have
found it difficult to ignore the outside world entirely:

there were days over the holiday period
when nearly every news bulletin and
headline seemed to carry some story or
other relevant to our interests.
To begin with, the bad weather in
various parts of the country (and even in
the US) proved once again that nature is
unpredictable. Whether or not you
agree that climate change is the
underlying cause, the consequences for
those living near water, whether on the
coast or close to rivers, have been at
best inconvenient but, for many, they will have been
soul-destroying as homes and businesses were
flooded and, in some cases, washed aw ay.
Combined with the loss of power supplies at one of
the coldest and wettest times of the year, the
beginning of 2014 must have been a truly miserable
experience for those affected. “Lessons will be
learned”, we are told, as we always are when there

HOWDEN’S R100 HISTORY
TRAIL BID (CONT’D)
Local people spread the word to friends and family (no matter how far-flung) by phone, email and
Facebook. Stalwart HCS members tramped the streets of Howden the weekend before the vote ensuring
that every household was informed by flyer of what was happening. Emails were sent out on a daily basis
to keep the vote at the forefront of everyone’s consciousness.
On the great day our publicity team, led by Lorraine and Ray Vant, went into overdrive! Banners bearing
the phone number were hung around town; notices were put up in strategic positions; again the shops and
businesses helped by displaying the number; emails publicized the numbers around the country and it was
also read out on BBC Humberside. At 6pm our film clip was shown on ITV Calendar. The phone lines stayed
open until midnight, with many of our supporters ringing in 10 times (the maximum allowed). By 12 noon the
next day we knew that all this enthusiasm and community support had been
successful, and the TV crew were back – with an over-sized cheque! (photo, left).
The project has to be completed by October 2014 so there is no time to waste.
Quotations for design, manufacture and installation of the plaques have already
been received to form part of the bid, so work on these can be started as soon
as permission is received from The People’s Millions who make the payments
directly for all work undertaken. Then there will be negotiations with East Riding
Council for the exact positions for installation. At the same time we will be
preparing the leaflets and education packs that were part of the bid – they also
have to be ready by October 2014.
Howden Civic Society has been both overwhelmed by the support given by so many people, and
delighted by this superb example of what can be achieved by a community working together.
Sue Chapman
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VIEW FROM
THE CHAIR (CONTINUED)
is such a crisis, but somehow, these natural calamities
continue to wreak their damaging effects time and
time again and, as a country, we seem to be no
better prepared to cope with them.
To lower the spirits further, the beginning of the year
sees the implementation of annual rail fare
increases, something which inevitably puts pressure
on family budgets for those who have to commute
by train. Such increases have the potential to force
people off the trains and back into their cars,
adding to the rush hour traffic congestion on a street
near you anytime soon. Meanwhile, there’s the
ongoing discussion about the merits or otherwise of
HS2 and the site for the proposed new airport for
Lon don, both capable of cau sin g years of
uncertainty for householders and businesses alike.

All this house building and infrastructure provision not
only changes the landscape but also puts pressure on
the green belt. Urban sprawl continues almost
unchecked as the need for new housing apparently
trumps all other considerations. However, people do
have to live somewhere and solutions have to be
found – but are we finding the right ones? The
government is now suggesting that we need to build
whole new “garden cities”: they might be in the south
east now, but who can say what and where they will
needed in another ten years’ time?
Perhaps, though, we worry too much about these
things. I asked at the top of this piece how much of
England you thought was built on.
Well, it’s probably less than you are thinking.
According to an article by Mark Easton on the BBC
website, it could be just 2.27% depending on what
you include and how you cut the figures. I can’t discuss
the figures here but you can read the article for
you rself at h ttp://w w w .bbc.co.u k /n ew s/u k 18623096. I’m not sure how long it will remain
available so don’t hang around if you want to look at
it.

On top of that, there’s been a lot of news coverage
recently about shale oil and gas extraction, or
fracking, following government announcements about
‘compensation’ payments for local communities. The
justification for such extraction is the
interdependency between energy prices and supply
in a country where we are not self-sufficient. If it
goes ahead, and it seems that it will, our own region
will be affected.
Now, as if all the above wasn’t enough to be going
on with, there are people out there who want you to
Throw in to this general mix of news and topicality do some more thinking. The Government is consulting
concerns about housing shortages, rising house prices, on the future of English Heritage and also on changes
immigration, our relationship with the EU, and so on, to the listed building consent system, while an All
and there’s certainly a lot to think about.
Party Parliamentary Group on the Green Belt has
been asking how the green belt can be protected.
Yet every one of these issues and, no doubt, Then there’s the Lyons Review on Housing and a DCLG
countless more, can be said to have some bearing on Select Committee has pledged to undertake a review
the work of civic societies. When we look at yet of how the National Planning Policy Framework is
another plan for a housing development, we need to working and is asking for your views. In addition,
be thinking about not just the quality of the design Civic Voice has embarked on a piece of work to
elements but also the adequacy of the built consult with the movement over the creation of a
infrastructure and service provision – roads, sewers, national manifesto and will be coming amongst you
schools, hospitals, dentists and doctors, shops, leisure shortly to pick your brains.
facilities, public transport, etc. The chances are that,
if there’s going to be a large housing development Is it just me, or is all this turning into a full-time
built somewhere near you, then down the line you’re job?
going to need bigger hospitals, more school places,
new supermarkets and so on. And recruiting new As I said, happy New Year!
doctors and dentists isn’t something you can do
overnight – people have to be trained for these
roles and that takes years (unless we ‘import’ the
Kevin Trickett
skills from abroad, of course).
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A TOWN CENTRE PLAN
FOR PONTEFRACT
Earlier this year, the Wakefield MDC put forward
an “Early Engagement Document” to consult with
local people and organizations on the nature of
plans for the development of town centres
around the district.
The City of Wakefield itself was excluded from this
exercise due to the transformation of that city that
has been well underway for the last decade. On
becoming aware of this initiative, Pontefract Civic
Society decided to respond in some detail on
behalf of Pontefract, and it soon became clear that
this response could form the basis
of a Town Plan. There has been
no shortage of plans from the
local authority over the last
decade - four in fact - but there
has been very little action.
During that time we have seen
Pontefract in decline with the
closure of the Prince of Wales
Colliery, a number of factories
and town-centre services such as
the Police Station, Magistrates’
Courts, Local Tax Office and a
much-reduced Hospital. The
centuries-old market is clearly
struggling, though empty shops
are at an extremely low level. It
is easy (but facile) to say that the
state of the town is due to the
economic down-turn and that all
places are suffering in this way. This is true up to a
point but that view subtly carries the notion that all
places are suffering equally - but that is not the
case; some are suffering more than others,
sometimes from neglect.
In responding to this initiative, the Society has
interpreted the notion of town-centre as being
wider than the simple shopping centre. It seemed
to us that some of the problems of town-centres are
caused by traffic bottlenecks in the area around
the centre, so we have given some prominence also
to that area between the centre and the suburbs. It
is not the purpose of this short article to discuss the
problems as such, but to invite residents to join in
the discussion and to let us know what they think of
our proposals, with a view to refining them so that
they could go forward to Wakefield as a Town
Plan including suggestions on highways, cycle and
pedestrian routes.
The Society does not consider that it has everything

right and welcomes the views of others, who have an
interest in the town. To that end, our document has
been put on the Society website and can be accessed
on www.pontefractcivicsociety.org.uk It should be
pointed out that the document’s form, which consists of
answers to questions put by the Authority, is not the
form we would have chosen if it had been simply our
initiative, but we hope that out proposals are clear
and that the appendices (in map form) will be helpful.
In order to garner wider opinion, a questionnaire has
been made available, and we hope will be answered
by as many as possible, so that we
can judge public opinion. It is very
unlikely that complete unanimity will
be reached on a town plan and
there will be contentious issues, but
we must move this matter on if
Pontefract is to be a successful and
viable town, rather than an
amorphous suburb.
In order to take this document to a
wider public, we have very kindly
been offered space in the foyer of
St Giles’ Church to place a copy for
public inspection, together with
copies of the questionnaire; this was
however a secondary action when
staff at Pontefract Library (our first
port of call) referred our request to
display our report in Pontefract
Library to their Director at
Wakefield MDC - our request was denied on the
basis that the Authority has to remain impartial; not a
view we agree with.
In the early spring, the Society plans to arrange
meetings at suitable venues around the town to give
local people further opportunities to express their
views in their own communities. The Society will keep
the public informed about its findings.
In conclusion I should like to thank Adrian Pope, who is
a retired town planner and member of the Society,
for making his expertise available to us in putting our
document together and to his son, Andy, for his design
contribution.
Isn’t it strange how democracy functions when
consultation is requested!
Paul Cartwright
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ANOTHER AWARD FOR
SKIPTON CIVIC SOCIETY!
At a well attended meeting in Coniston Hotel on
November 7th to recognise Community
Champions and reward many volunteers who
work to improve Craven, the Society was
delighted to win the first award for Green/
Environment projects.
This was in recognition of the 20 year,
on-going Gawflat Conservation Meadow Project. In
2012 the Society worked with the local
Aireville Secondary School, Craven College,
Yorkshire Wildlife Trust and the landowner, Craven
District Council to mark the Queen's Diamond
Jubilee by planting 136 treelets to enhance the
headlands, donated by the Woodland Trust for the
Jubilee. In addition, Lottery funding was granted to
replace the 4 entrance signs, 2 interpretation
boards were created, one with some history of the
old meadow plus wildlife, one solely with some of
the wildlife present at different seasons, and a new
entrance was created with a swing gate. Gawflat
Meadow is one of the few urban hay meadows in
the country. A local farmer harvests the crop. At the
end of the year-long Jubilee Project, the Meadow
was designated a “Queen's Field in Trust” and
received a commemorative plaque. It now has some
protection against development, and is nationally
recognised as a valuable part of Skipton's
heritage. The building of the Leeds to Liverpool
Canal in the 1770s cut off 25% of the land;
otherwise the north, east and west boundaries are

Sheila Clark receiving the Award from the Chairman of Craven
District Council, with committee reps. (left to right) Dean Holdaway,
Louisa McFarland, Sue Wrathmell, Ella Hatfield.
Photo, courtesy of Paula Solloway

the original ones, dating from the early Enclosures of
Skipton.
During the 20 years, many people have given many
hours of their time to restore the Meadow - it had
become a rubbish tip in the only Park - and to
continue to maintain it as a "different place" in the
Park, where there are wild flowers, grasses, varied
native specie trees, birds, butterflies and moths, and
spectacular views down Airedale from the top of the
Meadow drumlin, left at the end of the last Ice Age.
It is a community project for the community.
Sheila Clark

NEXT YHACS MEETING
SATURDAY 25TH JANUARY 1:00 - 4:00 PM
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
CEDAR COURT HOTEL, PARK PARADE
OFF KNARESBOROUGH ROAD
HARROGATE, HG1 5AH
AT

(LOCATION MAP ON PAGE 12)

GUEST SPEAKER
DR FREDDIE GICK, CHAIR OF CIVIC VOICE
CONTACT: KEVIN TRICKETT ON 01924 361180 OR INFO@YHACS.ORG.UK
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MAKING NEW FROM OLD BUILDINGS
Something that may be considered remarkable has
happened; architects and the general public agreed
about modern architecture.

Witherford Watson
Munn to put a new
building within the
old walls. The
The occasion was the award of the RIBA Stirling Prize ruins have been
for Architecture – one of the world’s most prestigious stabilised, and the
prizes for new architecture. It is given ‘to the architects architects’
of the building that has made the greatest
interventions have
Astley Castle, restored. Photo from The
contribution to the evolution of architecture over the
provided
Landmark Trust’s website
past year’ – so it aims to show the direction of
unmistakably modern
modern architecture. Previous winners have included interiors that still
the Gateshead Millennium Bridge, designed by
retain the features – and the atmosphere – of the
architects Wilkinson Eyre and structural engineers
past. The work was undertaken by York builders
Gifford; the Barajas
William Anelay, whose Director Charles Anelay has
Airport Terminal 4 in
spoken to the Civic Society about the company’s
Madrid by the Richard
conservation and restoration work. The result is a
Rogers Partnership; and
triumph. No wonder it won the Stirling Prize – or that
MAXXI, the National
its accommodation is already fully booked until
Museum of 21st Century
2015.
Art in Rome, by Zaha
Hadid (right).
The success of Astley Castle raises a wider question,
Photo from www.zaha
hadid.com/architecture/maxxi/
of course; how should we treat old buildings that can
All the previous winning
no longer be used for their original purpose? The
buildings have been uncompromisingly – and
listing system takes no account of usefulness; if a
excitingly – modern. But this year’s winner is
building is worthy of listing, it is (usually) listed. This
something different – and not only did it win the main column has argued that a listed building should be
Stirling Prize, it also was the favourite of voters on the worthy of preservation for its own sake, irrespective
BBC News website, suggesting that it captured the
of a current use; just because we cannot see what to
public’s imagination, too.
do with it now is no argument for its demolition.
And why is it different?
Astley Castle in Warwickshire is not really a
new building at all. It has
its origins in the 12th
century and was largely
complete in the 17th; it
Astely Castle before
then went downhill until it
restoration. Photo courtesy of
Graham Burnett, Wikipedia
was gutted by fire and
left a ruin in 1978. It is
listed Grade II*, but no use was found for it until the
Landmark Trust took it over in 2005.

But, of course, if there is a way to find a use, it
would be foolish to let too many rules stand in its
way. This is why Astley Castle is important; it shows
that taking a fresh look at an old building, and
adapting it in a modern yet respectful way, can be
the best way forward.

This is the approach taken at Hellifield Peel, west of
Skipton. This was a ruined medieval fortified tower
and, thanks to the vision of its owner, architect
Francis Shaw, is now a comfortable home and bedand-breakfast establishment. Francis had the vision
to see that this heap of stone could be transformed,
The Landmark Trust repairs interesting and architec- and he persuaded the local planning authority – and
turally-fascinating old buildings and gives them a new English Heritage – that it could be done. Kevin
lease of life as holiday lets – The Ruin at Hackfall is McCloud, who featured it on ‘Grand Designs’, says it
one of its projects. But Astley Castle needed more
is among his favourite projects.
than repair; in the state the Trust received it, it was
uninhabitable. So it – and the planning authorities –
There are, of course, other examples we could quote
took a bold step; it commissioned architects
– Bankside Power Station on the
(Cont’d on page 7)
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YHACS CHAIRMAN WINS
NATIONAL AWARD
Kevin Trickett, president of Wakefield Civic Society
since 2002, was recognised for outstanding
contributions to the civic movement when he was
presented with the Marsh Civic Volunteer Award at
a national civic society convention hosted by Civic
Voice at Liverpool Town Hall.
Speaking to an audience of civic society
representatives from around the country, Mr Trickett
said he was delighted and honoured to have been
given the award which recognised his work for the
civic society movement at local, regional and
national level.
He said that he first joined Wakefield Civic Society
in 1989 after going on one of the Society’s coach
excursions and didn’t really know very much about
the Society at that time. However, in 1990, he was
invited to join the Society’s committee and then, in
2002, he became the Society’s president, a post he
still holds.
Since becoming president of Wakefield Civic
Society, Mr Trickett has also taken a place on the
committee of the Yorkshire and Humber Association
of Civic Societies, and has been its chairman since
2011. In addition, he was a trustee of the Civic Trust

from 2004 to 2009 and worked behind the scenes
to set up the Trust’s successor body, Civic Voice. He
regularly gives talks about the work of the civic
society movement to audiences across the country.
Mr Trickett said “This award came as a complete
surprise to me but I am very grateful to the Marsh
Christian Trust for recognising my work for the civic
movement not just here in Wakefield but also further
afield. Who knew that going on a coach trip would
lead to this? As a volunteer, one does not look for
rewards but it’s always nice to receive recognition for
one’s efforts! I should add that, while the award is a
personal one to me, I could not have achieved the
things I have done here in Wakefield without the full
support of a dedicated team of volunteer committee
members and I would like to put on record my sincere
thanks to all those who have served on the committee
over the years”.
As well as a certificate, Mr Trickett was presented
with a cheque for £500. He intends to use the
money to further the aims of Wakefield Civic
Society.
Editor

MAKING NEW FROM OLD BUILDINGS
(CONCLUSION)
south bank of the River Thames, which has become
Tate Modern, is one of the most recognizable. And
there are a myriad adaptations of former churches
and large houses to new uses – we can all think of
examples on our local area.

The Chapel of the Nine Altars would have been
restored, with altars where the monks would pray
for the souls of people killed in the two world wars.
Fountains Hall would have been taken over, but
public access would have been maintained to the
rest of the abbey and the estate. Not surprisingly,
There are some buildings, this caused much dissention. Letters to newspapers
though, that probably
were, on the whole, against the idea; it was even the
should not be touched.
subject of a leader in The Times, which, though it
Who would, for
warned that its opponents ‘have to be on their guard
example, think of
against the romantic extravagance of cherishing
touching Fountains Abbey ruins as such’, was rather anti than pro.
(left)? These days,
Photo courtesy of David Moss
probably no one – and
As we know, the proposal did not come to
permission would not be forthcoming even if they
fruition; had it done so, the visitor’s experience of
tried. Yet in 1946 it was proposed to ‘restore’ at
Fountains Abbey would be rather different.
least part of the abbey; the owner, Clare Vyner, had Perhaps such interventions – whether for good or
been approached by members of the Roman Catholic bad – are something to consider on your next visit
Church, including the Duke of Norfolk and the
to this World Heritage Site.
Marchioness of Lothian, with an offer to buy the ruins
David Winpenny, Ripon CS
and install Benedictine monks from Buckfast Abbey.
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ADDINGHAM CIVIC SOCIETY’S
AWARD
At a ceremony in Parliament on 2nd
caring about where they live and
December, Addingham Civic Society
making a real difference. I very much
received an award for raising over
hope hope that other communities
£125,000 for a multi-use games
across the country can take inspiration
area (MUGA) for the local area and
from them.”
for their outstanding contribution to
Presenting the award to Keith
the civic movement.
Apple yar d an d Mik e Bol ton o f
The Marsh Christian Trust made the
Addingham Civic Society, Housing
(courtesy of Kevin Trickett)
award at a meeting of the 70 strong (LPhotograph
to R): Brian Marsh OBE, Chairman of the Minister Kris Hopkins MP said: “It was
Al l Party Parl i am en tary Grou p Marsh Christian Trust, Laura Sandys MP, Chair a proud moment for me, as the local
APPG for Civic Societies, Housing
(APPG) for Civic Societies. Brian of the
MP, to welcome Mike and Keith to
Minister Kris Hopkins, Mike Bolton,
Trustee, Addingham CS and Keith
Marsh OBE, Chairman of the Marsh
Westminster to receive this exceedingly
C h r i s t i a n T r u s t s a i d “ A h u g e Appleyard, Chair of Trustees, Addingham CS well-deserved award on behalf of
congratulations to all the Civic Voice
Addingham Civic Society. The Multiwinners. We set up the Marsh Civic Awards to Use Games Area is now a hugely cherished community
recognise and support these sorts of grass roots resource, and stands as a shining testament to the
volunteer initiatives and it’s a credit to the work efforts of the wonderful volunteers behind it.
done by Civic Voice volunteers that this year we Addingham Civic Society is a model of its kind and
needed to expand the number of Awards we gave local residents are right to take great pride in its
out”.
achievements.”
Laura Sandys MP, Chair of the APPG for Civic Dr Freddie Gick, Chair of Civic Voice, finished by
Societies said “I offer my warmest congratulations to saying “The awards recognise the fantastic work that
each of these deserved winners. The strength of the community groups do in supporting and encouraging
civic society movement lies in the diversity of groups civic pride. The civic movement is at the heart of the
that are involved. Whether it is Addingham supporting local community and environment. We are grateful to
sports in their village or Ramsgate restoring the Marsh Christian Trust for running these awards.”
promenade shelters, the common theme is people
Abstracted from the Addingham CS website.

PRIME MINISTER SHOULD LISTEN TO
P O L I C Y U N I T M E M B E R S AY S C I V I C V O I C E
Civic Voice Chair, Freddie Gick, has called on the
Prime Minister to listen to the comments of No 10
Policy Unit member, Nadhim Zahawi MP.
Gick said “Nadhim Zahawi and many other MPs who
participated in the planning debate in Westminster on
8th January clearly recognise that developers want to
build on Green Belt and green field sites because they
are easier to develop and ensure a greater profit.
However, planning policy should not be about helping
developers to profiteer, but to the man in the street,
this is exactly what the National Planning Policy
Framework is doing”.
Mr Zahawi, a member of the Number 10 Policy Unit
has said that loopholes in the National Planning
Policy Framework were undermining the
Government’s “good intentions” to enable new houses
to be built. “The damage this is doing to our flagship
policy of localism is immense, and, if it continues, the

physical harm it is doing to our countryside will
become the defining legacy of this Government,” said
Mr Zahawi.
Civic Voice has long advocated a “smart growth”
approach that targets development in our urban
areas taking a brownfield first approach.
Gick finished by saying “Houses on 'brownfield sites'
may be more challenging and expensive to build, but
it is evident that a large part of the housing crisis
would disappear if existing planning permissions were
implemented, and if existing housing stock was used
more effectively. The day may come when we have to
go into existing Green Belt and countryside to meet
the housing need but we're a long way from that at the
moment. The Prime Minister should take note of these
comments from one of the members of his Policy Unit.”
Civic Voice Press Release - Jan 2014
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THE CITY OF CULTURE 2017
- OR CITY OF CHAOS?
The article below was a letter to the Hull Daily A purpose built Ring Road is long overdue and should
Mail published last summer from Hull Civic
have been created when the Eastern Docks were
being built but, of course, it was rail then that
Society’s chairman, Malcolm Sharman - (Editor)
provided the bulk of Dock Traffic.
The announcement..... in the Hull Daily Mail that Now as we all know to our detriment that Heavy Road
work is to begin on the Beverley Integrated
Traffic is continuing to adversely affect the
Transport Plan (to reduce congestion and improve environmental quality of our city and hinder its
traffic flow in the area) has prompted this 'First
coherent development.
Person' offering in light of recent events in Hull.
The current road plans for Castle Street are absurd
[On] Thursday 28 July, there was CHAOS in Hull and show a marked lack of vision and limited
caused by damage to just one vehicle on the now ambition. It's time for a Radical Rethink.
infamous A63. Between 9am and 4pm there was
massive congestion and disruptive delays on all the A brief study of the local map quickly reveals a
major arterial roads through the west of the city. possible boundary route with hopefully minimum
disruption to local lives and property. In the recent
That day was hot, frustrating and wasteful..
past Ferry traffic was directed around the city on the
Exasperation oozed from every wound down
seriously inadequate inner ring road passing through
window but, so what, no one was hurt!
largely 1930s urban sprawl. These routes are no
BUT WHAT IF.......there had been a major incident in longer fit for purpose.
the city where Emergency Services had need to
swiftly move about the streets to render vital life I can't help feeling that if this unfortunate
circumstance was in the South East of England this
saving relief to a potential disaster?
Hull Northern Relief road would already be
Just as the occlusion of a coronary artery demands operational and flourishing under the much more
a remedial procedure to save the patient, long inspiring and romantic name of The Via Europa!
overdue improvements are needed to the road
network to alleviate potential problems caused by
Malcolm Sharman
only having this one major route through the heart
of our city.
Malcolm adds:
There has been substantial road building and
improvements on the periphery of the city but these In the summer I wrote the above article for Hull Daily
have not been 'joined up' as yet to create an
Mail pointing out the inadequacies of the A63 (Castle
Street) which cuts through the heart of our city taking
effective Ring Road System.
IMAGINE a fast road like the A63, but of motorway traffic to the docks. The problem has led to fears that
standard skirting our city from the Humber Bridge this road will not be improved sufficiently by the
round the north of the city to the major Industries Highways Authority to provide ease of access to
and Green Port-Hull in the East. There would be no e v e n t s i n t h e C i t y o f C u l t u r e 2 0 1 7 .
traffic lights, crossings, etc, and the main arterial
roads into the City would be accessed by
The question is:
intersections above or below an uninterrupted
traffic flow on the main carriageway. In reality this
new route would be only a slight diversion to Will Gridlock turn “City of Culture” into “City of
HEAVY DOCKS traffic; serve to link our suburbs; Chaos?” There have been recent severe disruptions
free the city centre from noise, pollution, irritation of the carriageway in December which are
symptomatic of a road clearly not fit for purpose.
and danger and so create a better place for
cultural and environmental regeneration and
reinforce our sense of civic pride.
Do you recall the day of the Clipper Race when
Castle Street was closed to traffic for safety reasons? That day was a coup for common-sense and
gave the city centre back to its inhabitants. It was
bliss.
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“CONSERVATION V. TRAFFIC IN A HISTORIC TOWN”.
BEVERLEY & DISTRICT CIVIC SOCIETY STUDY DAY - 5TH NOV 2014
The annual Study Day of the
Beverley and District Civic
Society took a different format
in November 2013.
In previous years the study day
had been a day of
concentrating on a particular
period of Beverley’s history.
This year, because of the
alterations taking place in the
town of Beverley and the
proposals for the future, it was
decided that we should tackle
the problems of today.

are to pay for road and footpath
improvements, for a controlled
parking zone and a shuttle bus.
Debenhams, a 5 screen cinema
and Premier Inn are signed up
and more stores and restaurants
are to be announced shortly. The
East Ridin g College will be
moved to the site and a car park
for 400 cars would be built.
After the talks, participants at the
Photo courtesy of Paul Allison, Wikipedia, shows
study day were divided into
Beverley on market day
groups to discuss certain questions. This proved to be a very
fruitful exercise. The following suggestions were
Four speakers were asked to address various
made:
problems.
Gerald O’Callaghan, a Civic Society committee
member, spoke on the restorations of the War
Memorials in Hengate where he had worked with the
Royal British Legion, Beverley Town Council and
ERYC, with advice from the War Memorials Trust
based at the Imperial War Museum. Their aim had
been ‘to preserve what our fathers and grandfathers
had set up’ and not to make the structures look new.
Gerald emphasised that good conservation needed
money, craft skills and expert advice.
Our second speaker was Peter Brown, Director of
York Civic Trust. He said that the Trust was fortunate
in being well endowed and could thus offer the
Council sums of money to do things that it would not
have done otherwise. Nevertheless, it had taken 15
years of campaigning to remove traffic from the
Minster on the W, S and E.
Malte Klockner (Conservation Officer for ERYC ) set
out some of the misunderstandings about
conservation in the East Riding. Two officers divided
the county and had about 2,700 listed structures to
look after. He said that the government had a
general assumption in favour of development.
However he could be over-ruled by the council even
when conservation bodies and officers supported his
case for retention.
Our last speaker was Guy Evans from Wykelands
who are developing the 16 acre site in Flemingate.
His company had spent many hours analyzing what
they called ‘Beverleyness’ for they wanted a site
that would complement Beverley and not be a clone
of other retail developments. After six years,
planning permission was granted; the developers

1. A 20 mph speed limit should be established in the
centre of the town.
2. The existing weight restrictions on all HGVs should
be enforced with traffic-calming measures such as
widening pavements to narrow streets.
3. There should be better signage for HGVs to avoid
Beverley centre
4. It was felt that the suggested closure of the
railway crossing to Flemingate would cause many
problems and most people, including Wykelands,
agreed that it should remain open.
5. It was agreed that several roads in the town
should be changed from a one-way to a two-way
system.
6. It was felt that it was not yet possible to restrict all
vehicles from the Minster precinct, but that Minster
Yard South should become a shared space for slow
moving vehicles and pedestrians.
7. Rising bollards could be used for local residents’
relief.
8. A hub system could be provided so that large
HGVs should use an edge -of-town depot to
download into smaller vehicles for town centre
delivery.
The day finished at 4pm and most people agreed
that it had been rewarding and productive.
Pamela R Hopkins
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GOOLE CIVIC SOCIETY’S
HERITAGE AWARD SCHEME
Over the past year Goole Civic Society has been
exploring new projects and methods of increasing
awareness of the Society.
One of the projects decided upon by the Society
was to create a Heritage Awards scheme, which
recognises the contribution by individuals and
businesses in preserving and enhancing local
heritage. The timing of the first awards scheme was
decided so as to launch the 2013 Heritage Open
Day Events in style, with a presentation ceremony in
the Lowther Hotel Mural Rooms. The event itself was
a success in bringing together many local dignitaries
and raising awareness of the Society through articles
in the local paper.
The first set of awards was
issued for conserving buildings
which contribute to the heritage of Goole. A certificate
(photo, right) was awarded to
the Julie Howard Partnership
who, over a number of years,
have renovated many of the
towns historic buildings
including the grade II* listed
Lowther Hotel, and generously
host Civic Society Meetings.
A second award (photo, right)
was presented to the
Courtyard, for the initial
restoration and continued use
of a converted Victorian
School into office and
community space.

The third award was
presented to a local Bridal
business who have converted a
former Victorian Warehouse
into a viable business and
have preserved its future use
(photo, right).
The final award was made to
Morrison’s Supermarket
(photo, right). During the
demolition of a former Mill
site the supermarket
preserved and restored a
Grade II listed Tower Mill,
which forms part of the
character of the town, and
will eventually use the Mill
as a Café.
All of the recipients gratefully accepted the awards
and hopefully the scheme can inspire others to use
local heritage as a basis for their own business.
The Presentation Event was at the Lowther Hotel and
hosted by Margaret Clarke, Chair of the Society and
the awards were presented by Pat O’Neil, Vice Chair
of the East Riding Council.
Going forwards the Society hopes to make the
event an annual feature and will look to present
awards for best new designs and individuals who
have contributed to conserving local culture and
heritage.
Stephen Walker

AND FINALLY ...........
An interesting example of facadism!
The frontage of the now derelict Duke of Cambridge
public house in Hackney, because of its architectural
merit, is being retained, restored and converted to
provide six high spec apartments. A new play space
is proposed for the former pub yard.
Good idea or bad taste? What do you think?
Editor
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FUTURE EVENTS/DATES IN 2014

Reg. Charity No. 1112290

www.yhacs.org.uk

The Yorkshire and
Humber Association of
Civic Societies (YHACS)
is the distinct voice of the
civic society movement
in the Yorkshire and
Humber region, and our
vision is to enhance the
quality of life for all
citizens in the region by
engaging citizens not
only in the protection of
local heritage but also in
the promotion of
sustainable economic
development and urban
renaissance.

Sat 25th January 2014
1.00 - 4.00pm

YHACS AGM at Cedar Court Hotel,
Harrogate.

Sat 5th April

YHACS Spring Meeting at Wakefield at The
Orangery.

July

YHACS Summer Meeting in Hull.

September

YHACS Autumn Meeting

NEXT MEETING
IS AT

CEDAR COURT HOTEL,
HARROGATE
HG1 5AH
FOR MORE DETAILS
SEE PAGE 5
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