
 

 

If you could design your ideal home, what would it look like? Would it be for 
keeps, or would your dream home change over time? And at what point in your 
life, if ever, would you want to live in a bungalow? Does such accommodation 

become innately attractive to older people as they start to draw their pension? 
 

Secretary of State for Communities and Local 
Government, Eric Pickles, seems to think so. He 
recently issued planning guidance to local 
authorities to address the perceived national 
shortage of bungalows.  At present, only 2% of the 
country’s new housing stock is bungaloid while, for 
some 30% of us, the bungalow would, apparently, 
be the residence of choice1. The decline of the 
bungalow seems to have been triggered by the 
need to build at higher densities in recent years 

rather than through any lack of demand. The result has been something of a boon to 
developers able to cram a large number of very small homes into their schemes but at 
the expense of the sort of homes that people, and particularly older people, might 

actually want to live in. 

Planning minister, Nick Boles, said “We must build more homes or suitable 
accommodation for older people if we are to avoid problems further down the 
track…..We’re all living longer and there will be a big rise in the number of older 
people in future years. Making sure councils plan for this and for enough suitable homes 
like bungalows in their area will help ensure the ageing population can live in the places 

they want and enjoy their retirement.” 

There can be little doubt that, for the majority of people in the UK, living standards 
have improved dramatically over the last 50 or 60 years. But when it comes to 
housing, has the older generation pulled up the drawbridge behind them, making it 
ever harder if not impossible for many younger people to get on the housing ladder? 
And does our sometimes reactionary and Nimbyist attitude to change and new 
development actually make things worse by contributing to and, indeed, 

exacerbating the housing shortage? 

In April this year, Policy Exchange published a discussion document, Housing and 
Intergenerational Fairness that set out to show how today’s younger generation is 

being forced out of the UK housing market through a mix of rising costs and a shortage of supply of 
affordable homes. As a group, the older generation has clearly managed to carve out quite a large chunk 
of the nation’s property wealth. Now, thanks to better healthcare and greater life expectancy, many of the 
‘empty-nesters’, including a growing proportion of single households, are hanging onto that property for 
longer. Presumably, all those spare bedrooms (of which there are an estimated 25 million in under-occupied 
homes in England2) are being kept ready for the visiting grandchildren or used as overflow wardrobe 

space?   

For those of us who do own our own homes, measures to reduce their value and to open up the property 
market by building more homes, might seem anathema yet, for most of us, most of the time, (cont’d on p2)                  
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((CONTINUEDCONTINUED  FROMFROM  PP1)1)  

that value is purely illusory as it can only be fully 
realised at the point when we come to sell up or use 
the value as collateral for something else. The value 
locked into our homes could be used to liberate a 
cash sum by trading down – and this seems to be at 
the back of Ministers’ minds when they argue the 
need for more bungalows. If there were to be more 
choice in the sort of property older people aspire to 
owning (whether that be bungalows or flats 
designed with their needs in mind), then older 
people who find themselves rattling round on their 
own in large homes might be more tempted to move, 
releasing both cash for themselves and a family-

sized home onto the market.  

Unfortunately, evidence suggests that many people 
do not want to go down this route – either because 
they want to stay in their family homes associated 
with a lifetime of memories, or because the sort of 
property they want to buy is not available locally 
and they do not want to move to an area where 
they will be cut off and isolated from friends and 
family. It is also often the case that the country’s 
current stock of bungalows are built mostly in 
suburban areas, somewhat removed and remote 
from local amenities, leading to further isolation, 
particularly for those who have to rely on public 

transport. 

So, if older people cannot be tempted to trade 
down by the incentive of releasing cash from the 
sale of their homes, then perhaps they should be 
coerced into moving out, perhaps by taxation? 
(Mansion tax? ‘Bedroom tax’?). The Policy Exchange 
shies away from such draconian measures calling 
instead for a ‘grand bargain’ between the 
generations that allows more homes to be built (step 
aside Nimbys) to meet the needs of different 
generations “Housing is the key to unlocking fairness 
between the generations – and must be seen as 
such”. Presumably, the hope is that, in the interests of 
inter-generational fairness, we will each choose to 
live in housing that is size-appropriate to our needs 

throughout the different stages of our lives.  

Not surprisingly, the suggestion to build more 
bungalows triggered much debate in the press. With 
land prices rising, the cost of acquiring a bungalow 
relative to floor space obtained is quite high and, 
for developers, there is more profit to be had in 
building a two-storey (or more) property. This means 
that the ‘trade-down bonus’ of selling a family home 
and moving to a bungalow might not be so great as 

with other types of property. 

Obviously, bungalows are not the only possible 
solution to meeting the housing needs of the older 
generations. Apartment living is another option but 
previous experiments at building apartment blocks 
have not always been successful, with some 
becoming modern slums, and it would take some 
concerted effort combined with exceptional design 
to convince people that this is the way forward. Yet, 
provided they come equipped with working lifts, 
apartments can provide all the benefits of level-
living offered by a bungalow and can also 
incorporate communal spaces for residents to meet 
up. Also, because of the smaller footprint per unit 
relative to that needed for bungalows, it would be 
easier to build apartments in city and town centres, 
rather than out in the suburbs. Town and city centre 
living has the advantage of providing 
accommodation closer to amenities and there is some 
evidence that older people are increasingly 
interested in this sort of living – but maybe not in the 
very small flats that developers have been building 

until now.  

The general discourse around housing provision is 
particularly relevant to our interests in the civic 
society movement. Some of the solutions being 
proposed – more house building, smaller homes, use 
of green belt land and now the provision of more 
bungalows and ‘retirement’ accommodation – have a 
direct impact on the way our towns, cities and open 
spaces are shaped for the future. Every time a new 
development is successfully opposed in one location, 
rather like a balloon squeezed at one end, pressure 
to develop space arises elsewhere, especially if 
local authorities are to meet the nationally imposed 
housing targets, a theme that was touched on in our 

summer edition of Society Insight.  

 

There are some hard decisions ahead but we must 
debate them. However, as we take part in that 
debate, we should all bear in mind that every one 
of our existing homes is built on land that was, 

once upon a time, a green field site. 

 
Ipsos Mori poll in April 2002 - Bungalows Are 'People's Choice' In England 

 

Intergenerational Foundation report, Hoarding of Housing: The intergenerational 

crisis in the housing market, 2011 

 

Kevin Trickett 



 

 

 

The rise and rise of 

Social Media 
 

OK, before you turn the page, eyes 
already glazing over, just give me a 
moment to tell you about three 

amazing months in Wakefield. 

 

Back in the summer, a local 
businessman who just happens to be a 
committee member of Wakefield Civic 
Society, approached me to discuss an 
idea to set up a street market with the aim of both 
sparking a bit of interest in a rather quiet part of 
the city and also to make friends with some of the 
other business people and community-minded folk in 

Wakefield.  

A plot was hatched, feelers were put out, and a start
-up meeting of the like-minded was arranged. Much 
hard work ensued but, with the help of local traders, 
the local council and some input from the Civic 
Society, the idea of a street market became a 
reality. In fact, there were three street markets, one 
per month on the third Sunday of July, August and 
September. Traders booked stalls, cookery 
demonstrations were arranged, and street 
entertainers engaged. The rest, as they say, is 
history. Hundreds of people came and there was 
such enthusiasm for the concept that there have now 
been spin-offs and fringe events that look set to 
continue. The even better news is that at least two 
new traders have taken over empty shops as a result 
of their involvement in the market and more could 

follow. 

 

For Wakefield Civic Society, we raised our profile 
considerably and attracted quite a bit of kudos and 
goodwill. We also managed to sell some of our 
booklets and got to meet lots of people we might 
not otherwise have spoken to, some of whom may 
well become members in time. And yes, we would do 

it again. 

 

So, what’s all this got to do with social media I hear 
you asking? Well, had it not been for the extensive 
and collaborative use we made of Facebook and 
Twitter, particularly the latter, I doubt the market 
would have been possible, let alone such a success. 

As well as a dedicated Twitter account 
(@Wood_st_market), which garnered 
over 700 followers, other organisations 
and individuals also helped to put the 
message out about the market using their 
own Twitter accounts. This enabled 
messages, whether they be calls for help 
or marketing messages and updates, to 
be disseminated rapidly and to be re-
tweeted around Wakefield and beyond 
to reach the largest possible audience. 
On Twitter, you can reach out to people 
without needing their email addresses 
and the willingness of the Twitter 

community to help by passing on information to their 
own followers, putting people in touch with each 
other, or responding to requests for help and advice 
has been really impressive. And this phenomenon 
doesn’t just apply to the street market. There is a 
growing community of business people, professionals, 
councillors and council officials who keep up to date 
and exchange information informally with each other 
to help promote the city and what’s going on. Twitter 
is used extensively to advertise the regular 
Wakefield  Artwalk  and helped to make the recent 
Wakefield LitFest a great success. Friendships are 
being forged, business contacts established, and it’s a 
good source of information. It also happens to be 

good fun. 

 

Wakefield Civic Society now has over 800 followers 

– that’s 800+ people that we would not reach in any 

other way. It takes just a few minutes a day to use 

(although it is addictive!) and for that, we are making 

great things happen. Cause and effect can be 

difficult to establish, but this year alone, we have 

managed to recruit nearly 30 new members to the 

Society – and the year’s not over yet. Clearly not all 

of them came to us via Twitter – but some of them 

came to our events having seen mention of them on 

Twitter and once they were through the door, well, 

that’s the opportunity to get them enrolled.  

If you’re not using Twitter – and an increasing 

number of societies are – not only are you missing 

out, but, dare I say it, you are selling your society 

short.  

See also  the note on p11 from  Hornsea Civic Society 

   Editor 
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RECONSTRUCTION CAN HARMRECONSTRUCTION CAN HARM  

It's fascinating to see how experts can reconstruct 
the facial and other features of our remote  
forebears simply by looking at the bones.  
Programmes like 'Prehistoric Autopsy' and, some 
time ago, 'Meet the Ancestors', have used as one of 
their major attractions this ability to show how the 
people who lived on earth hundreds or thousands 
of years ago really looked. 
 
In some ways it's an easy win. Out of all those 
watching, only the very smallest handful of people 
will have any real idea as to whether the  
reconstructed face is really that of the person long 
since dead, with no photographic or other record of 
their looks with which to compare. We all say how 
very modern the person’s face is, and how, if 
dressed in modern clothes they would pass  
unnoticed in any high street today. 
 
Great skill goes into these reconstructions; they are 
always fascinating, transforming simple bones into 
rounded people. Human tissue is essentially  
perishable; reconstruction is a little easier when  
it comes to less-perishable remains, the  
archaeological evidence that can be dug up from 
the ground. 
 
Here's another strand that television enjoys. No  
archaeology programme is these days complete 
without an artist's impression of what the site might 
have looked like. They appear on, for example, 
'Time Team', where, to let the viewer understand 
what they are seeing on the ground, 3-D buildings 
grow before our eyes, complete with roofs  
provided with chimneys billowing smoke or with  
soldiers patrolling the walls. Sometimes the  
programmes go further; the fascinating  
examination of the Ness of Brodgar excavation on 
Orkney had presenter Neil Oliver apparently 
walking though the buildings, even stooping to go 
through low doorways.  
 
All this is, of course, based on detailed research 
and is, usually, fully approved by the  
archaeologists working on site. To the layman, of 
course, it is something we need to take on trust.  
Fascinating as it is to see excavations and hear the 
people on the ground talk of their work, it needs 
more imagination than most of us possess to see the 
structures they are dealing with as much more than 
a jumble of stones. 
 
Basing a reconstruction on a large body of  
evidence, and not guessing at anything, as far as is 
possible, is of the essence of these programmes. 

They are rigorously researched and presented as 
honestly and straightforwardly as the television  
medium allows. But there is still debate about how 
accurate some of these graphic artists' impressions 
really are. If we were to look again at the  
programmes in, say, 20 years' time, we might find 
that archaeology and our understanding of the past 
have moved on so far as to make today's  
reconstructions as laughable as Inigo Jones' 
'reconstruction' of Stonehenge as a Roman  
Amphitheatre (below).   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In the 19th century, too, reconstruction was all the 
rage. Church builders and their clients, fired with a 
revived enthusiasm for Gothic architecture, were keen 
to reconstruct our ancient buildings along the lines 
they originally had, sweeping away the 'unauthentic' 
accretions of later centuries and getting back to me-
dieval purity. So a new breed of church restorers set 
to work, transforming the vast majority of our ancient 
churches and cathedrals from ramshackle,  
Georgianised 'preaching boxes' into liturgically-
correct structures of pure Gothic architecture.  
One of the chief restorers of 
the age was Gilbert Scott 
(right), who was called in to 
deal with many churches and 
cathedrals.  Sometimes, as at 
Ripon Cathedral, restored be-
tween 1862 and 1872, his 
touch was relatively light; in 
other places he could be much 
more invasive. But always he 
looked for precedent for what 
he did. So, for example, he 
might change the style and 
shape of the windows in a 
church, but he would  
always claim to have found evidence that what he 
introduced had been there originally – a piece of 
tracery or evidence of a cill, for example. He said 
that if in a church 'the earlier and later parts – the 
authentic and the spurious – are all alike decayed . . . 
I think we are then at liberty to exercise our best 
judgement on the subject, and if the original parts are 
found to be 'precious' and the later insertions to be 
'vile', I think we should be quite right in giving  
perpetuity to one and in removing the other.' 
This makes so many assumptions as to taste (Cont’d on p5)       

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/48/George_Gilbert_Scott.jpg
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BBRIGHOUSERIGHOUSE  BBLUELUE  PPLAQUESLAQUES    

CCELEBRATEELEBRATE  SSALVATIONALVATION  AARMYRMY  LLINKSINKS  

 In July Brighouse Civic Trust members  awarded 
their second Blue Plaque to celebrate historic and 
notable buildings in the town.  
 
The latest one was placed at Brighouse Salvation 
Army Citadel in King Street, formerly a Sunday 
School chapel before becoming a Magistrates Court 
for many decades. Another Blue Plaque, in Bethel 
Street, also marks links with the Salvation Army,  
being the location of the former chapel where  
William Booth, founder of the Salvation Army, was a 
minister. His son, Ballington Booth, was born in  
Brighouse. 
 
Mike Stead, of Brighouse Civic Trust, said “The  
Citadel on King Street is again a regular place of 
worship and a thriving centre for the community of 
Brighouse. The Blue Plaque scheme marks the link  
between notable figures of the past and the buildings 
in which they lived and worked. The building on King 
Street was designed by A G Sladdin and first opened 
in 1914 as St Paul’s Wesleyan Sunday School. The 
chapel itself had been first opened in 1885 but was 
closed in 1949 and was eventually demolished to  
become the Co-op car park. The Sunday School  
building went on to enjoy a more impressive life as the 
Magistrates Court and since 1995 as the Salvation 
Army Citadel”. 
     John Culpan 

Above, left to right—Mary Taylor, Margaret Hemsworth, John Culpan, Gareth 
Owen, Christine Duxbury and Michael Taylor with the Citadel’s Blue Plaque 

(below). Photos courtesy of Mike Stead. 

– what is precious and what is vile – that it is no 
wonder that a generation later William Morris was 
fulminating against Scott and his followers. In 1877 
he set up the Society for the Protection of Ancient 
Buildings (SPAB) as a direct result on hearing that, as 
he wrote to the newspapers, 'the minster of Tewkes-
bury is to be destroyed by Sir Gilbert Scott'.

Scott was not alone  -  St Albans Abbey was one of
the worst cases, reconstructed as it was by rich   
amateur architect Lord Grimthorpe.  
 
SPAB's influence was immediately felt, and has  
informed the work of architects ever since, insisting 
on conservative repair and the retention of fabric, 
rather than reconstruction. It doesn't always happen, 
even today; there are still cases where conjectural  
reconstructions take place, rather than sensible  

repair. But we are much more aware today,  
perhaps, that historic fabric is important in a  
building's history. No doubt when their local church 
or octahedral was restored there were people who 
thought with nostalgia about the way it had looked 
before. And now, of course, those Victorian  
interventions are of themselves of historical  
importance. 
 
So we need to be wary of reconstructions, however 
much they may be of interest. A television graphic 
cannot harm; reconstruction of a building can, by 
removing parts of its real history for ever. That's why 
we must be ever vigilant as we try to look after our 
historic structures.  
 
    David Winpenny 
      Ripon CS 

RECONSTRUCTION CAN HARM RECONSTRUCTION CAN HARM   
........CONCLUSIONCONCLUSION  
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In July 2013, Spen Valley Civic  
Society enabled a remarkable piece 
of local history to be celebrated in 
Spen Valley, West Yorkshire.  
 
Originally unreported, the story 
came to light when an amazing  
connection was made ten years ago. 
 
On Boxing Day 1943, an Australian 
pilot called Tom Scotland was flying 
an enormous Halifax bomber aircraft 
as part of a training exercise from 
his base at Marston Moor, near York.  
Suddenly a motor in the left wing 
erupted and burst into flames.  The 
plane was doomed. Tom was only 20 
years old, but calmly ensured his 
crew had safely bailed out. He 
then used supreme flying skills and 
courage to avoid all the buildings 
in what was a densely populated 
area, and crash-landed the plane 
in a small field bordering the  
hamlet of Drub. The plane was  
destroyed and Tom was injured, 
but he managed to escape the 
wreckage.  What could have been 
a major catastrophe was averted. 
Tom received a commendation for his heroism. He 
went on to fly 62 missions over Nazi-occupied 
Europe as a Pathfinder pilot, and by the war’s end 
was Flying Officer Tom Scotland DFC. 
 
The crash was witnessed by many people, including 
four little boys “laiking out” nearby. For them it was 
a terrifying but fascinating event. One of them, 
called Bill Duncanson, later cycled to the Savile Arms 
in Hunsworth and through the window saw the pilot 
being given a stiff drink. Bill always wondered what 
happened to the brave young hero, and tried to find 
out, without success. 
 
Many years passed, and Bill retired to live in Perth, 
unaware that Tom Scotland was Australian, from 
Perth, and that he had survived the war. In 2003 Bill 
read in his local paper that a local man had been in 
a Halifax Bomber crash in Yorkshire in 1943. After 
sixty years, Bill finally met up with his hero Tom, and 
the two became friends. Sadly Tom died of cancer in 
August 2012. His post-war life included being a 

family man, a civil engineer and a  
missionary. 
 
Bill and his boyhood friend Arthur  
always felt Tom Scotland’s heroic  
actions in Yorkshire should be  
recognised. They asked Mike Wood, 
Spen Valley’s MP, for help and Spen 
Valley Civic Society took up the  
challenge, working with Drub Village  
Institute. A Community First Grant was 
secured and a memorial consisting of 
Yorkshire Stone from Halifax, with a 
plaque made in nearby Cleckheaton 
by Procast Ltd was commissioned. 
 
     It was unveiled on 7th July by Mike 

Wood in the presence of Tom’s son 
John Scotland and Bill Duncanson 
(who both came all the way from 
Perth, Australia), Arthur and many 
local people. A few days later, 
John Scotland visited the Yorkshire 
Air Museum at Elvington, York, 
which kindly arranged a tour inside 
the only remaining Halifax bomber 
in the world. John was able to get 
a sense of what his father would 
have experienced as the pilot of 

such a huge, heavy plane. 
 
The memorial can be found at the top of Drub  
Village Green, on Drub Lane, which is off the A58 
near Cleckheaton and Junction 26 of the M62.  
 
Tom Scotland wrote a book about his wartime  
experiences, including his crash - “Voices from the 
Stars: A Pathfinder’s Story” which can be found at 
http://www.writerspen.com.au/bookpage.htm.  
 
 
The project was reported in the Spenborough  
Guardian, Telegraph & Argus, and Yorkshire Post. 
 
      
 
 
     Erica Amende 
 
 
 

John Scotland at Drub Village Green with the memorial to 

his late father Tom Scotland 

The plaque’s citation 
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“Y“YORKSHIREORKSHIRE  DDAYAY” F” FESTIVALESTIVAL  EEVENTSVENTS  
  

Skipton Town Council hosted  
Yorkshire Day this year on Aug.1st, 
with Civic dignitaries arriving near 
the town centre in a flotilla of 14  
canal boats after gathering at the 
Rendezvous canal-side hotel.  
They paraded up the High Street  
accompanied by a military band from 
Catterick Garrison to the Parish Church 
for a Civic service before returning to 
the hotel for a civic lunch. More than 
200 mayors and civic officials  
attended, looking resplendent in their 
robes and hats. 
 
The Civic Society supported the Council's Yorkshire 
Day festival over 4 days (Aug.1-4) by leading three 
different walks to highlight various 
heritage aspects of the town's history. 
  
Walk 1 led by Claire Nash, focussed 
on some of the Ginnels and also the 
variety of schools which used to be in 
the central area. The walk concluded 
in "The Wilderness" pocket park,  
created by the Society on the banks 
of Waller Beck to mark the Millenium 
and gifted to the Town. Originally it 
was the garden of the boys' grammar school, now a 
house and pub!   
 

Walk 2  led by Sheila Clark (left) was 
"Mills, Green Spaces and Canals",  
taking people along the 2 canals,  

looking at the earliest part of Skipton 
by High Corn Mill, on Springs Canal to 
the basin junction with the Leeds and  
Liverpool canal, so important to the 
transportation of goods in the 18th and 
19th centuries. Then along the Leeds and 
Liverpool canal past Belle Vue mills of 
Sylko cotton fame, now offices and 
apartments. The walk ended in Gawflat 
M e a d o w ,  t h e  S o c i e t y ' s  2 0 

year environment project, up-graded as a Diamond 
Jubilee Project in 2012. Sue Wrathmell led walk 3 
looking at the historic centre near the Norman  
Castle, Parish Church, Georgian buildings, the  

medieval Middle Row and nearby 
Ginnels where there are several 
original buildings now having  
different uses. About 60 people 
joined the walks.  
 
On Aug. 4th the Society had a stall in 
the High Street (left) to publicise its 
work, and sold popular sheep-shaped 
biscuits and hand-made Yorkshire 
roses badges. The beautiful weather 

contributed to a successful festival; a few new  
members signed up and the donations collected 
were gratefully received.             S h e i l a 

Photo courtesy of John Whiteoak 

Photo courtesy of Sheila Clarke 
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Earlier this year, a House of Commons 
inquiry published the ‘Get Britain 
C y c l i n g ’  r e p o r t  w i t h  1 8 
recommendations which called on the 
government to make Britain’s streets 
safer and more inviting for cyclists. 
I assume that the general demographic 
for YHACS mirrors that of Pickering and 
District Civic Society (P&DCS) and that 
I’m therefore addressing a body of 
people that, in the main, has little or no 
interest in donning lycra and taking to 
the roads on two wheels.  However, the 
huge increase in traffic density and 
gridlock over recent decades, allied to massive rises 
in fuel and public transport costs, mean this is a 
sustainable means of transport that cannot be 
ignored (without even touching on global warming, 
carbon reduction or health and wellbeing issues). 
I’m well aware that I don’t fit the accepted norm of 
a CS chairman when often arriving at meetings and 
events on a bike and strangely clad, but having used 
a bike as my primary mode of transport for nigh on 
40 years I claim some degree of experience from 
commuting, utility, leisure and racing cycling. 
One particular recommendation that caught my eye 
said ‘Create a statutory requirement for any new 
housing, business and transport development to 
consider the needs of cyclists and pedestrians during 
the planning stage.’  My first reaction is that ‘consider’ 
needs replacing with ‘address’, as the former relates 
to talking about and then potentially ignoring (I 

believe ‘consultation’ is the usual 
description) while the latter implies action. 
The next point is that effective cycle 
facilities need to be well designed and fit 
for purpose, which means input from 
experienced cyclists and organisations such 
as Sustrans and the Cyclists’ Touring Club 
(CTC).  So many cycle paths and facilities 
are ill conceived and badly designed, built 
and maintained.  Cyclists and pedestrians 
don’t generally mix well together despite 
what town planners and councils appear to 
think.  It‘s a recipe for conflict and danger 
to both. 

A cycle path was built at significant expense close to 
us along the A64, an extremely busy single 
carriageway trunk road.  It runs along one side, 
usually liberally coated in loose gravel, broken glass 
and thorn laden hedge trimmings. It often narrows to 
a few inches from overgrown vegetation and nettles.  
At several points, you are expected to stop, cross the 
road at right angles and continue on the other side.  
You need to personally try that manoeuvre to 
appreciate the delay and special frisson of danger 
involved.  Would you believe the path is virtually 
unused? 
So next time you’re inspecting those awe-inspiring 
plans for yet another green field ‘exception site’, 
perhaps you could ask whether the transport 
planners have ‘addressed’ the needs of cyclists 
and pedestrians – beyond a shared footpath. 
     Mike Potter 

A PA PICKERINGICKERING  CCYCLISTYCLIST’’SS    

PPLEALEA  TOTO  THETHE  PPLANNERSLANNERS  

SSTOPTOP  TTOWNOWN--CCENTREENTRE  DDEVELOPMENTSEVELOPMENTS  WITHOUTWITHOUT  PPERMISSIONERMISSION  

Daft signage!  Cycles prohibited from a 

cycle route! 

Civic Voice is urging communities across England 
to contact their local MP to oppose a Government 
proposal to allow developers to change buildings 
on our high streets from retail to residential use 
without requiring planning permission.  
The proposal, introduced in the consultation “Greater 
flexibilities for change of use - Consultation” means 
developers could, for example, convert a shop unit 
into a residential use without the local community 
having an opportunity to voice their concerns. 
Paula Ridley, Chair of Civic Voice said “MPs of all 
parties must surely see how odd it would be for  
communities to lose the right to be heard on issues  
affecting their local high street while the Government 
champions localism and people having their say. This 
policy simply rips up all local input, removing people’s 

right to object to developments that threaten the  
vitality and character of their local town centre. Every-
one wants to see common sense reforms to planning 
policy so that uncontentious developments get a green 
light, and planning officers are able to focus on the 
cases that really matter; but these proposals put every-
day England at risk. Please support this civic movement 
campaign. Numbers count on an issue such as this.” 
Civic Voice wants community groups to contact their 
MP and ask them to oppose this change before  
consultation closes on October 15. If you support the 
idea that local people should determine local issues, 
go to Civic Voice’s website today and tell your MP. 
Inform your MP via 
http://www.civicvoice.org.uk/campaigns/ecampai
gns 
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Hornsea Civic Society has fitted the first two “blue 
plaques” of their new scheme.  This will  
eventually incorporate a number of plaques fitted 
to notable buildings in the town, together with  
information boards (where blue plaques are not 
suitable).  
The plaques have been fitted at “The Old Hall” 
Market Place, Hornsea, which is one of the oldest 
buildings in the town and has Quaker Connections, 
(right, upper) and at 1 Bank Terrace, Hornsea which 
has a connection to J R R Tolkien (right, lower). 
Costs are currently being met by the society, with the 
help of a grant from Hornsea Lions Club, and one 
information board, together with two more plaques,  
will be ordered soon. Further plaques will be  
ordered when funding allows, and Hornsea Civic 
Society is applying for grant funding from other 
sources. 
It is the intention that when the scheme is complete, 
the society will produce a “Hornsea Heritage Trail” 
booklet which will guide people around the town 
and the “Blue Plaque” sites, and furnish them with  
additional information about each building and its 
historical significance. 
     John Miller 

            

HHORNSEAORNSEA  CCIVICIVIC  SSOCIETYOCIETY  SSTARTSTARTS  

A “BA “BLUELUE  PPLAQUELAQUE” S” SCHEMECHEME    

  Photos courtesy of Vanda Miller 

 

Photos (courtesy of Cyril Oliver) show members and guest speakers Adrian Perry (left), Jo Hill (right) and Jan Cleary (centre) 

YHACS MYHACS MEMBERSEMBERS  MMEETINGEETING    

AATT  SSCARBOROUGHCARBOROUGH  
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--  A NA NEWEW  PPERSPECTIVEERSPECTIVE  

Circumstances change and you have to adapt.  
Our Society had been large and well-funded,  
attractive to many walks of life and with  
apparently no difficulty in finding leaders.   
What the magic was is probably long forgotten, but 
whatever it was had not been apparent recently. 
Decline set in. Decisions had to be taken. A large WI 
Hall was too big for our reduced needs and, with 
income down, was too expensive. Conclusion: move 
to smaller, more intimate surroundings.   
Our monthly lecture programme had been informa-
tive on a variety of topics, but had not attracted 
wide audiences - and often dealt with issues not  
essentially of a “civic” nature.  Conclusion: time to 
get more focussed!   
One aspect of our work had been continually and 
generally admired.  One of our members kept an 
eagle eye on every planning application that came 
to the District Council.  The evidence was compiled; 
the issue presented to the Committee and then 
briefly to the membership at the monthly meeting; 
letters were written, both supportive and negative as 
demanded; and to a degree the society’s views 
were appreciated.  Conclusion: we must build on 
this. 
At our AGM in October the move to the Romanby 
Methodist Church was approved, the programme of 
lectures discontinued, and a programme of town-
related studies was put forward for detailed work 
to be debated at the bi-monthly meetings which 
would be held in the afternoons rather than evenings 
as previously. The Society would seek to address 
matters that members considered to be vital to the 
heritage, development and future prosperity of our 
area of Brompton, Northallerton and Romanby.  
What were those issues? A diverse menu of  
possibilities was offered to members at the next 
meeting in January. From this menu members voted 
for five prime areas of interest to be debated  
during the current year:  Housing and Planning  
policies; traffic management and congestion; the 
Market; parks and public spaces; parking and  
parking changes. Thus the Society would take one of 
these topics for consideration at each of the five  
bi-monthly meetings. 
The process was to be important.  The longer interval 
between meetings would be used to plan the nature 
of the debate, the questions to be considered, 
sources of information and the accumulation of any 
relevant research material. The issue most  
immediately available was that of the Market.   
Everyone has a personal knowledge and  

understanding of the nature of the Market and some 
feeling for its place in local life and prosperity. 
Members discussed the trades and the stalls, the 
range of customers, the vitality of the market, its 
product variety, the quality of product, presentation 
and appearance of the stalls, and the apparent 
management.  It was noted that the District Council 
had commissioned a managerial analysis of the  
viability of the Market in mid-2012 – an obvious 
point of contact and information. 
Thus our first “debate” focussed upon the Markets 
and Fairs.  To put the study into context we invited 
local historian, Jennifer Allison, to trace the evolution 
and historical significance of the markets for the town 
and their commercial importance. We noted that 
Northallerton was the focal point for horse trading 
and cattle droving based upon its position on the old 
Great North Road, which in turn attracted a vast  
variety of ancillary trades and commerce that took 
root in the area. From the heritage we moved to the 
present with a discussion led by the District Manager 
responsible for the market survey.  Clive Thornton 
told us about his remit from the District Council and of 
the nature of his recommendations for the  
development and promotion of the marketing  
services. 
There was an immediate spin-off.  Mr Thornton was 
impressed by the rigour with which the Society 
wanted to relate to local planning issues and  
suggested that others members of the Planning Team 
might wish to associate themselves with aspects of our 
programme. Thus the Society will be inviting speakers 
to come to the next meeting to talk with us about our 
second chosen subject - that of Housing and Planning 
matters. He gave us names and offered to provide 
the contacts.  Obviously that session will include  
consideration of the Planning Team; its remit and 
lines of responsibility; the policy and objectives of the 
Council ; the Town Plan ; and the implied  
understanding of the Localism Act inasmuch as it has 
impact upon the Plan.  In the meantime we have to 
do some work ourselves about these issues, to obtain 
members’ opinions, ideas, concerns and contacts. 
 
Yes, sometimes circumstances change and we 
have to adjust.  The present opinion is that the 
new programme bodes well – and maybe will 
bring in new membership. In which case we shall 
have to accommodate and move to bigger  
premises!    
 
     John Edwards 
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For those not born in the old  
Borough of Pudsey it may be 
hard to appreciate the history of 
the area and the effects of the 
textile industry which became 
the mainstay of employment for  
generations of families.  
History paints a picture – actually  
remembered by some older  
people - of workers pouring out 
of their homes in street after 
street of back-to-back houses at 
the sound of t’mill buzzers, each 
one making their way to ‘our place’.   Camaraderie 
and rivalry all part of the working scene.   
Now long gone - but not quite. One mill has survived 
- Spring Valley Mills.     Hainsworth’s - a name  
synonymous with Farsley and Stanningley folk for 
over two hundred years. 
World renowned for its diversity of products, A W 
Hainsworth & Sons Ltd.  has a proud record, from its 
beginnings when, in 1783 before the days of power 
looms and industrialisation, Abimelech Hainsworth set 
up his clothiers business, which to this day  
continues in the capable hands of the seventh  
generation of the family. Best known for its  
scarlet ceremonial cloths supplied to The Ministry of 
Defence for State occasions, funerals and Royal 
weddings, together with regimental dress and khaki 
uniform materials, it is also famous for the interior 
furnishing fabrics used in palaces and stately homes 
both at home and overseas.   And how often can it 
be heard said locally “It’s Hainsworth’s, y’ know, who 
make the baize on the tables at all the snooker  
tournaments.”   These, along with many other 
specialist materials have evolved from the proud 

PPUDSEYUDSEY  CCIVICIVIC  SSOCIETYOCIETY’’SS  

RREDED  HHERITAGEERITAGE  PPLAQUELAQUE  CCEREMONYEREMONY  

OODDSDDS......  

AANDND  EENDSNDS!!  

Hornsea Civic Society now has a working website. 
This can be found at www.hornseacivicsociety.org.uk 
 
We also have a Facebook page which can be found 
at https://www.facebook.com/pages/Hornsea-Civic
-Society/322737224497318  
 
And a twitter account which can be found at 
https://twitter.com@Hornsea Ci Civic Soc. 
Any likes on Facebook or followers on Twitter will be 
appreciated.     John Miller 

Students of planning were discussing the design 
and layout of the human body. 

One said “It must have been designed by an  
electrical engineer - look how all those nerves  

are wired and interconnected”. 
 

The second said “No, it has to have been a  
mechanical engineer  - look at all those joints.”  

 

The third said “Rubbish!  It’s obviously done by a civil 
engineer — who else would route a pipe for waste 

toxic liquid through a recreational area”.  
      Editor 

heritage and hard work of the 
Hainsworth family, its mills and the 
thousands of workers who made it 
all possible. 
So what more worthy than the  
presentation of a Red Heritage 
plaque by Pudsey & District Civic 
Society in recognition of this great 
achievement which involved the 
lives and livelihoods of communities 
within the old Borough of Pudsey 
for over two centuries.      
The ceremony took place on 5th 

July and also coincided with the unveiling of the Royal 
Warrant awarded by the Queen for the rich  
furnishing materials supplied for Windsor Castle and  
Buckingham Palace. The proceedings were conducted 
by Veronica Lovell, Secretary of P&DCS.  In the  
presence of representatives from the Society, a large 
group from the one hundred and sixty three  
Workforce, many sporting red Hainsworth T-shirts, 
and his fellow family Directors, Adam and Rachael 
Hainsworth, Managing Director Tom Hainsworth spoke 
of the Company’s history and challenges faced by 
each succeeding generation from the industrial  
revolution to the high technology of the present day.   
He then called upon Roger Hainsworth, a now retired 
sixth generation member of the family, to carry out 
the unveiling.  Before ‘pulling the strings’ Roger 
thanked P&DCS for the honour afforded to their long 
established company and paid  tribute to a great 
workforce and the great tradition of which he was 
p r i v i l e g e dto be a pa  t o  b e  a  p a r t .                                                                                            
             
      Molly Johnson            

 

HHORNSEAORNSEA  CS LCS LINKSINKS  TTOO    

SSOCIALOCIAL  NNETWORKSETWORKS  



 

 

●  Chairman, Kevin Trickett (Strategy) 

 kevintrickett@msn.com   01924 361180 
 

 Vice Chairman, David Moss (Newsletter) 

 damoss43@yahoo.co.uk  01757 268418 
 

●  Secretary, Helen Kidman (Arts and Culture) 

 helen.kidman3@tbtinternet.com  01943 609154 
 

●  Treasurer, Richard Ward (Legal/Financial) 

 r.m.ward1@btinternet.com  01723 374801 
 

   Exec Committee Member, Dr. Kevin Grady 

office@leedscivictrust.org.uk  0113 2439594 
 

●  Exec Committee Member, Cyril Oliver (Transport) 

 cyril.oliver@talktalk.net 

●  Exec Committee Member, Malcolm Sharman  (Sustainability) 

 malcsharman@hotmail.com 

 Exec Committee Member, David Winpenny   
 david@winpennypr.co.uk             

 Exec Committee Member, Tony Leonard   

 ad.leonard@btinternet.com   01430 872871  

●  President, Peter Cooper 

 peter.cooper51@btinternet.com  01723 513754 

Sat 12th October 1 - 4pm  YHACS members meeting at Fountains  
                                                         Abbey, Ripon. 
 
Sat 19th October   Archaeology Day School at Leeds  
     Armouries. For details go to:- 
http://www.archaeology.wyjs.org.uk/wyjs-archaeology-dayschool-13.asp 
 
Fri/Sat 25th-26th October  Civic Voice AGM, Liverpool 
 
Sat 25th January 2014  YHACS AGM at Cedar Court Hotel,  
     Harrogate 
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Tel: 01757 268 418  

Email: 
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The Yorkshire and    

Humber Association of 

Civic Societies (YHACS) 

is the distinct voice of the 

civic society movement 

in the Yorkshire and  

Humber region, and our 

vision is to enhance the 

quality of life for all   

citizens in the region by   

engaging citizens not 

only in the protection of 

local heritage but also in 

the promotion of        

sustainable economic 

development and urban          

renaissance.   
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