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YHACS Spring meeting on 20th April will be in York, in the grand surroundings of
“The Guildhall”. Guest speaker at the event will be Gary Verity.
Since his appointment as Chief Executive of “Welcome to
Yorkshire” in October 2008 he has
successfully raised the profile of Yorkshire
at a regional, national and international
level.
“Welcome to Yorkshire” is widely regarded as the leading
destination management organisation in the UK, is hailed
by the Government as an example to be followed and has
international recognition for its marketing campaigns
marking it out as one of the best tourism agencies in the
world, not just England.
A dynamic and motivational leader, Gary has an excellent
track record in brand building and managing complex
businesses. After 18 years with Royal Insurance, he built a reputation for turning
around failing businesses. At Bradford and Bingley’s retail property services arm he
quickly turned around four years of losses into profit. He also rebranded Prontaprint
and Kall Kwik and is the former managing director of Johnsons Cleaners UK.
A passionate Yorkshireman, in his spare time Gary is also an award-winning Dales
sheep farmer and lives on a working farm in near Leyburn. Since his late wife Helen
was diagnosed with terminal cancer in 2004 he has raised more than £500,000 for
cancer charities in Yorkshire. Gary was awarded the title Yorkshireman of the Year
2012 for his outstanding charity work.

His love of sport extends into the boardroom; he is President of the world’s oldest
cricket festival at
Scarborough and is
working hard to make the Grand Départ of
the world’s largest annual sporting event, the
Tour de France, a great success for Yorkshire
in 2014.
The Guildhall dates from the 15th century and served as a meeting place for the York guilds. These largely
controlled the trade in York, oversaw the quality of the workmanship within the city and looked after their
members' interests. Because of damage sustained during an air raid in1942, the present Guildhall is a
rebuilt version of the 15th century building, and was opened in 1960. The stone walls that escaped total
destruction now form the frame of the rebuilt hall. Each oak pillar supporting the roof is fashioned from a
single oak tree, the originals coming from the royal Forest of Galtres.
It should provide a fitting venue for what promises to be an excellent Spring meeting of YHACS members.
www.yhacs.org.uk

Registered Charity No. 1112290
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VIEW FROM
THE CHAIR
I don’t know about you but the weather
over the last few months has made me
want to stay indoors with a good book
rather than venture out on civic society
business. Well, I did venture out, many
times, including speaking visits to Goole
and Beverley Civic Societies, and I also
managed to read some very good books
(including Rowan Moore’s Why We Build,
which, by the way, I can recommend
wholeheartedly).
The YHACS AGM
Holding the AGM in January is always something of
a risk weather-wise, wherever we go, but we’ve
usually been rather lucky. That changed this year,
however, when heavy snowfall the night before our
meeting prevented many people from attending
although I’m pleased to report around 50 people
did make it, including our guest speaker, Steve
Graham, Director of Civic Voice, who brought us up
to date with what is happening at the national level.
Our venue, the White Hart at Harrogate, has been
given a fresh new look since we were last there and
proved to be a comfortable and hospitable venue
for our meeting—even the sun shone.
The AGM is, of course, the point in the year when we
elect our officers and committee members. No new
faces joined the ranks this time around, so the
committee for 2013 bears a remarkable likeness to
the one we had in 2012. No harm in that—at least
we have continuity—but it would be nice to see one
or two more people stepping forward to help shape
the direction of our organisation. New people have
the potential to rejuvenate the way we work and
think and can bring a fresh perspective to our
discussions, while the ability to recruit new members
onto the committee from time to time ensures that
YHACS itself has a future. So if you are at all
interested in joining the YHACS committee, please
make yourself known—we do have the facility to coopt new members during the year.
The YHACS newsletter
With the AGM out of the way, members of the
YHACS committee met to plan our coming year. I’m
pleased to say that arrangements are well in hand
for a full programme of meetings—York on 20th
April and then Scarborough in July and Fountains
Abbey in October (see back page for dates). One
of the things we did at our first committee meeting of
2013 was to review our budget for the coming year.
As I am sure readers will appreciate, the cost of

printing and postage continues to rise.
Believe it or not, the cost of printing and
posting out two copies of the newsletter to
societies would now cost something in the
region of £550-600 per year, or over a
quarter of our annual income from
membership subscriptions Before email
became so universal, this was an expense
that could be justified but I don’t think that
holds true any longer.
Email is free, quick, easier for us to
organise, and allows societies to forward
the newsletter on to their members who are on email.
The immediacy of email also factors into this
equation. As soon as the newsletter has been written,
it can be emailed out to our members (as I’m about to
demonstrate)—and David Moss or I can do this from
wherever we are in the country (or even the world) if
we have access to email (and I have sent emails out
from mid-Atlantic. Conversely, to have it printed
means sending it to the printers (by email), signing
off the proofs (by email), collecting the printed
copies (in person), putting them in envelopes, printing
off and affixing address labels, taking them to the
post office to have them weighed, buying stamps and
sticking them all on. As this is now usually done by
me in Wakefield, it also requires me to be there to
do it. Hence, there will usually be a delay of around
two weeks before a printed newsletter reaches you
after the email has been sent out, and, on some
occasions, particularly where there are holidays (or
bad weather) to factor in, the delay could be even
longer. By the time you receive the printed copy, it is
old news.
I suspect you are already ahead of me by now. The
YHACS committee has decided to discontinue the
practice of producing printed newsletters forthwith.
Societies wishing to print off copies of the newsletter
can easily do so from the emailed copy but the
benefit for YHACS is that there is far less hassle and
we have more money to spend on things that will be
of more benefit to our members.—good venues for
our meetings, for example, and practical projects. It’s
also better for the environment.
Our latest research project
Following on from the project on buildings at risk
undertaken for us by Hannah Taylor of York
University (who gave a report back in Harrogate),
we recently recruited another student, also from York
University,—Helen Marrison—to undertake another
research project for us, this one on ’blue’ plaques.
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VIEW FROM
THE CHAIR (CONTINUED)
The announcement earlier this year that English
Heritage was to suspend its blue plaque scheme
caused quite a lot of confusion with many people
thinking that the decision affected all blue plaque
schemes across the country. I’ve been working to
dispel that myth amongst members of Wakefield
Civic Society and the wider community—we recently
added another plaque to our collection (we now
have 35 in place with two more in the pipeline)—but
the debate about who is responsible for blue plaque
schemes did get me thinking. Why do societies put
up commemorative plaques (they are not always
blue) in the first place? What are the benefits for the
society in running schemes—or is it just hard work
with no reward? Why do some societies not run
schemes? And can those that don’t run schemes
currently be persuaded to start running them in
future?
In discussion with fellow YHACS committee members,
it was agreed that we should undertake some
research about what is happening among our
member societies and perhaps publish the findings to
garner some media coverage to publicise the fact
that, whatever is happening (or not happening) in
London, it’s business as usual in our region. Helen has
out together an easy-to-compete on-line survey
which all member societies have been asked to
complete. Helen will be giving an update at our
York meeting. Once we know what the findings from
this piece of research tell us, expect to hear more.
Our website offer
Back to the AGM and those of you who were there
will remember that I talked about the new YHACS
website which has been designed for us by
Statement, a Wakefield-based IT company. DO
have a look at the website if you haven’t already
done so. Feedback so far has been extremely
positive. As part of a deal we have negotiated with
Statement, all YHACS member societies can take
advantage of a special offer to have a new website
provided by Statement. Wakefield Civic Society has
already taken advantage of the offer—so check out
www.wakefieldcivicsociety.org.uk as well. The offer
is a new website for £285 plus vat and an annual
maintenance and support charge of £85 plus VAT.
Although the basic design and layout are fixed, the
photos and text are all yours. Statement will provide
you with a link to a draft version of your new
website and a password that will allow you to enter
your own text and pictures. Once it is ready,
Statement will transfer it to live operation. This will

then replace any website you may already have.
While the offer is open to all member societies
looking for a fresh new look for their website, my
hope is that societies that do not yet have a website
will take up the offer as soon as possible: it is more
important than ever to have a good website if you
are serious about attracting new members and
demonstrating your society’s credibility as a modern
organisation.
Social Media
Are you making use of social media (such as Twitter
and Facebook) yet? If not, why not? Cast your mind
back to our State of the Civic Society Movement
report published at the end of 2011 based on the
research undertaken for us by Maxime Giboulot. One
of his key recommendations was that, if societies
wanted to reach out to a wider audience, they had to
embrace modern technologies and social media.
These days, a website is necessary but not in itself
sufficient if you want to attract a new following and
maybe recruit new members.
You may well be sceptical but an increasing number
of civic societies around the country are now using
social media. You can find them on Twitter, you can
find them on Facebook. Twitter is more about making
contact in the moment, telling people what your are
doing now or are about to do, whereas Facebook, not
being limited to 140 characters allows you to give
more detail, tell a story and build up a gallery of
photos. Used sensibly, both can help you make contact
with people who might not otherwise have heard
about your society.
Just one year ago, I set up Twitter and Facebook
accounts for Wakefield Civic Society. There are now
over 500 people following the Society on Twitter and
I have made some really useful contacts, some of
whom have attended our events and some of whom
have even become members. Even if people don’t
join, they do at least know what we are doing and
they help to spread news about the Society by
sharing information with their followers. I have been
able to set up meetings with business people and
council officials. As you might have guessed, I’m now a
convert! Indeed, I now have my own Twitter account,
and I’m also tweeting for YHACS as @YHACSChair.
I do urge you to give it a go. It’s not all about trivia;
just select interesting people to follow. But it is
addictive and it will change your life!
Kevin Trickett
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BRADFORD CIVIC SOCIETY’S
“LIVING HISTORY” AUDIO PROJECT
On 16th February 2013 Bradford Civic Society
held an event at the Midland Hotel, Bradford,
entitled “Living History”. The main purpose of the
event was to give our own members, their guests
and other interested members of the public an
opportunity to speak about their personal
experiences and memories of living in Bradford.
And as we are always looking for opportunities to
involve young people and representatives from
Bradford’s ethnic communities in our activities, our
secretary had arranged for a group of A-Level
students from Belle Vue Girls’ School to be in
attendance. These students, all of whom were of
Asian heritage, acted as interviewers and they
recorded what people had to say. They did an
excellent job.
Using the hotel’s magnificent French Ballroom as the
venue, we set up a number of thematic “stations”
which people were encouraged to visit to have
their memories recorded. There was a station called
“Working,” one called “Playing,” another called
“Schooling” and ones called “Housing” and
“Shopping.” Lastly there was a station called
“Miscellaneous” to cover any other topics. People
could visit as many stations as they wished and at
each one there was a student interviewer, ready

and waiting with a digital recorder. Throughout the
morning a steady stream of Bradfordians turned up
and they talked enthusiastically about their lives in
our city. Tea, coffee and cakes were always
available to keep everyone refreshed.
We had asked our members to bring along old
photographs and other memorabilia relating to
Bradford. Many people did so and we were able to
mount some very interesting displays around the
ballroom to complement the interviews. The venue was
booked for three hours, but we could have continued
well into the afternoon, such was the interest shown. It
was particularly encouraging to see how well the
interviewees, who were mainly of post-retirement
age, got on with the teenage interviewers; here was
real evidence of the generation gap - and the
ethnicity gap - being successfully bridged. We now
have hours of recorded reminiscences too and soon
we will have to decide how best to publish or
otherwise use this resource.
Thanks must go to all those involved, particularly the
students from Belle Vue Girls’ School, and our
secretary, Amanda Oates, who organised the whole
event. It gave us all a very enjoyable and fruitful
Saturday morning.
Alan Hall
Chair, Bradford Civic Society

CIVIC VOICE’S CALL TO ACTION OVER THE
“GROWTH & INFRASTRUCTURE” BILL
The House of Lords has voted to introduce an
amendment to the “Growth and Infrastructure” Bill
which will allow local authorities to opt out of legislation that would increase the size of permitted
development rights.
The controversial plans, announced by the Government in September, would increase the size of a single storey extension that can be built without planning permission from four metres to eight metres for
detached houses, and from three metres to six metres for other houses.
Although the amendment will not stop the Government pressing ahead, it will allow councils, many of
whom are opposed to the proposal, to opt out of the
policy if they so wish.
Civic Voice supports this amendment.
Obtaining support from the House of Lords for this
amendment is a huge achievement for the civic
movement’s campaign to stop this policy proposal.
Nevertheless, the Department of Communities and

Local Government has already confirmed they will
look to overturn this amendment when the Bill moves
back to the House of Commons. The Lords narrowly
backed this amendment by 217 votes to 211. This
means it could be removed if not enough MPs support it on 16th April.
Civic Voice has asked all its supporters to contact
their local MP to show their backing for this amendment when it is debated in the House of Commons on
16th April. If you share these concerns then please
let your MP know. They have drafted a letter for
you to use or adapt and it will be sent automatically
to your MP by email.
Your views count. Use your voice by clicking this link:
PLEASE CONTACT YOUR MP AND TELL THEM TO KEEP THIS
AMENDMENT
Abstracted (with amendments) from Civic Voice’s website
www.civicvoice.org.uk
Editor
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A HAPPY ENDING AT
WILKINSONS IN GRIMSBY!
A national chain embraced local
The Wilkinsons Store is part of a late
heritage to comply with Grimsby’s
1960’s development which controversially
historic conservation area. Back in
took away the historic layout of the town’s
2010, Wilkinsons Grimsby store put in
Bull Ring. A conciliatory nod to the town’s
a planning application to change the
heritage was a metal sculpture of Viking
appearance of its windows as part of a
warriors by local art lecturer Harold
national rebranding. But the rear of the
Gosney, representing the founding legend
Grimsby store is in a conservation area,
of Grim and Havelok. After 40 years, this
right next to the town’s historic Minster.
sculpture is now complemented by the new
The Civic Society’s planning group
window designs.
raised objections to the bold generic
paintbrush designs planned for the winCivic Society members welcomed the condows. North East Lincolnshire Council
structive
approach
of Wilkinsons and the determinaplanning officers supported the objections and
tion
of
North
East
Lincolnshire
Council Planning Officbrokered a meeting between Wilkinsons and the
ers
to
protect
the
integrity
of
the conservation area.
Civic Society.
We hope it will lead the way for other national
After the Civic Society Executive discussed images chains to take a local approach to design.
which would reflect Grimsby’s historic past,
Graeme Bassett
Committee member Ann Turner drew up a number of
Grimsby, Cleethorpes & District Civic Society
sketches which were presented to Wilkinsons. The
company agreed to make the changes and Photo (Courtesy of the Grimsby Telegraph)
employed a design firm to re-interpret the images in From left, senior planning officer Ian Trowsdale, design and conservation
the house style. Although it took nearly two years, officer Liz Mayle, store manager Dave Adcock, assistant store manager
Hadfield, vice chairman of the Civic Society Martyn Turner, memthe new windows were finally unveiled in early Jenny
ber Teresa Bassett and vice chair of planning Ann Turner.
2013.

STRATEGIC HOUSING LAND AVAILABILITY ASSESSMENT
WORRIES AT SKIPTON CIVIC SOCIETY
Skipton Civic Society is most concerned about the
SHLAA, and what is happening here. There is no
Local Plan [like many other councils nationally].
Large areas of green space within the by-pass now
appear as "sites suitable for inclusion for development " on a plan seen last week. Part 2 of the process has not met the deadline. The Society is endeavouring to find out asap, "sites likely to be considered in Part 2, the time scale for completion, the
qualifications of CDC officers
responsible for the
analysis, the likely spread of housing nos. per hectare, ie how much land per year."
The Society has asked to be included in consultation
for phase 2, and has made suggestions about land
outside the by-pass, and offered ideas of several
other empty buildings in the Town which could be
converted or adapted for housing.
Many of the Society's concerns were aired in the
House of Commons on March 18th, which Civic Voice
circulated. YHACS members may have read these.

The opinions of local communities are not being considered, which is a very different story from the one
YHACS heard from Eric Pickles. Skipton CS is hoping
for support from Civic Voice to add strength to its
views. What are other YHACS groups doing? Any
comments would be grist to the mill, to show we are
not just making a nuisance of ourselves locally, but
are concerned about what may happen to this historic market town. Sainsbury has plans to build a supermarket in the flood plain (!!) which is part of the
flood protection for Leeds, as well as Keighley and
villages in the Aire Valley, not just Skipton.
Since the last Newsletter, on March 10th, the Society planted a further 30 trees, 10 rowan, 10 silver
birch, 10 wild cherry, given free by Woodland Trust
following the very successful Diamond Jubilee Project
in Gawflat Conservation Meadow. They will add
colour and good wildlife habitat to the headland.
Sheila Clark, Skipton in Craven Civic Society

P ag e 6

V o l um e 9 , Is s ue 1

HOW TO CONTINUE GETTING GIFTS FROM THE GOVERNMENT
....OR A NOTE ON CHANGES TO GIFT AID
I am assuming that all our members claim
statement that Gift Aid is to apply and a
Gift Aid - see http://search.hmrc.gov.uk/
statement that the donor understands he/she
kb5/hmrc/hmrc/results.page?qt=Gift+Aid must be a UK taxpayer with taxable income in
a system whereby for each pound your soexcess of the gift.
ciety receives, the government will give
The second major change is the introduction of
you 25p. The system has been running since
GASDS. This is nothing to do with power sup1990, with minor tweaks along the way.
plies, but stands for “Gift Aid Small Donations
However, there have been two significant changes Scheme”. It can perhaps best be described by examthis year which you may not know about.
ple. At YHACS meetings we ask for refreshment donations. We don’t receive as much as we would like,
Firstly, the Revenue has set up a new website called but that’s a different story. The individual sources of
Charities Online (www.hmrc.gov.uk/charitiesonline) those donations is not known to me and I cannot
“which will make claiming Gift Aid quicker and
therefore claim Gift Aid. Under GASDS I will be able
easier”….(?) A claim can now be made in one of to do so, a welcome increase in our income. GASDS
three ways: by using an online claim form (yet to be extends the principal of Gift Aid to Individual donapublished!), by using one’s own database or by using tions of £20 or less made to a collection box, bucket
a paper form as previously.
collection or similar, without the need for Gift Aid
Declarations to be in place. There is a small proviso,
Although a Gift Aid Declaration (a statement made which is that every £10 of GASDS claimed has to be
by a donor enabling a Gift Aid claim to be made) matched with £1 of Gift Aid claimed in the same
need not be in writing, it has to be recorded and I year, but this should not present a problem because
think most people prefer a written record. You prob- substantially more monies are likely to have been
ably use your own form of Gift Aid Declaration ra- Gift-aided than given ad-hoc.
ther than the Revenue’s form and this is fine.
Except that from this year, as part of the new claim So don’t lose out by having your Gift Aid claim
system, the Declaration needs to contain the
rejected for using an out-of-date form or by failing
following basic information to qualify: name of
to grasp the new opportunity to increase your socisociety, initials or first name plus surname of the
ety’s income by not embracing GASDS. Remember,
donor, the donor’s home address, the amount and the greater your society’s income, the more it can
date of the donation, a statement as to whether the do!
Declaration merely covers the present gift or
Richard Ward
includes all previous and/or all future gifts, a
YHACS Treasurer

£ £ £
££
£

NEXT YHACS MEETING
SATURDAY 20TH APRIL 1:00 - 4:00 PM
AT

THE GUILDHALL, ST HELEN’S SQUARE,
YORK, YO1 9QL
BEHIND THE MANSION HOUSE

GUEST SPEAKER
GARY VERITY, CEO OF
“WELCOME TO YORKSHIRE”
CONTACT: KEVIN TRICKETT AT INFO@YHACS.ORG.UK
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YORKSHIRE & HUMBER STATIONS
UPDATE OF YHACS INSIGHT REPORT
Leeds..... Still aiming for new southern entrance in
2014 - maybe summer 2014, but 12 months looks
very optimistic.
Kirkstall Forge.....2014/2015.
Wakefield Kirkgate .... all parties involved in funding report satisfactory progress so far. Will feature
article in future INSIGHT. Where will hold the title of
worst railway station in the country when Wakefield
Kirkgate loses it?
Wakefield Westgate ... proposed modernisation
plans have received consultation events; Wakefield
Civic Society responded. Work has now started on
the new station.
Low Moor ..... West Yorkshire PTE says Low Moor
will not be scuppered. Still concerns about train
paths being slowed because of stops at new station.
Opening is now likely to be 2015.
More good news!
Huddersfield named as winner of Large Station of
the Year. £10 million of improvements at Hudders-

field, erroneously attributed to Harrogate in press
article. Huddersfield to have ticket gates installed,
similar to other locations, e.g Leeds.
Hull Trains Company offers help in progressing Selby
to Hull electrification. Line not included in any other
plans.
Harrogate line campaign targets a 15 minute interval
service Harrogate to Leeds and 30 minutes interval to
York.
Note for Societies ..... the new stations Low Moor,
Kirkstall Forge and Apperley Bridge will have large
parking spaces provision. This indicates expectation of
driving in to these close-to-main-centres stations to
avoid the main towns parking difficulties or costs.
Need to watch out for overflow arrangements falling
on adjacent streets or entrances / exits causing problems. YHACS does not monitor planning applications
or consultation events, these have to be a local matter.
Cyril Oliver
(More railway news on page 9 - Editor)

A TWO YEAR CELEBRATION OF THE LIFE OF FRANCIS NICHOLSON
WATERCOLOUR ARTIST AND LITHOGRAPHER 1753 -1844
Two years ago a small group in Pickering vowed to put the local watercolour
artist and lithographer pioneer and
much else besides back into the public
eye.
And now, after the publication of a
booklet, the catalogues for two exhibitions (Ryedale Folk Museum and Whitby
Pannett) and a blue plaque in Pickering
plus his own website, he should not be
overlooked for some decades!
We need to thank our many friends throughout Yorkshire and indeed England for contributions to research
of his life, times and the whereabouts of his work in
private and public collections. We have even had
inquiries from Norway, Germany and France and
heard that the British Museum Print Room Director is
delighted with our research! The Print Room has both
his Stourhead Watercolours and a collection of lithographic prints.

Information is still coming to light, works
on the market and I can see that the
wagon is still rolling. Our friends in
Bournmouth who have been researching
his family tree and related issues will be
placing folders of this research in County
Archives round the country from
Hampshire to North Yorkshire.
Next year Gordon Bell is curating a
third exhibition of Francis Nicholson in
Yorkshire at Danby Moors Centre in May 2014 again this will be mainly lithographs but who knows
what more surprises will come up . In the meantime
you can keep in touch on the website
www.francisnicholsonowcs.co.uk designed by Colin
Coulson the writer of the original pamphlet.
Judy Dixon
Pickering & District Civic Society
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A CLOSE-UP ON
ARCHITECTURAL PHOTOGRAPHY
When did you last take a
photograph of a building – or a
photograph with a building in the
background?
With the digital revolution having
opened up photography cheaply to
everyone, there must be hundreds
of millions of pictures of buildings
lurking in computers and in mobile
phones.
Photography and architecture have always been
closely linked. The very first photograph – by which
is meant the first permanent record of a scene created by light on a sensitive medium – was of a building. It was taken in the 1820s (the exact year is disputed, but is likely to have been 1826) by a Frenchman, Joseph Nicéphore Niépce, in the village of StLoup-de-Varennes. Niépce had been experimenting
with photography for a decade
before he succeeded. He coated a pewter plate with bitumen of
Judea, a light-sensitive form of asphalt, and set it
in a box with a lens, which he then paced on a windowsill of the family home.
The exposure was a long one – eight hours – but
what resulted, when Niépce had revealed the image
by washing the plate with oil of lavender and white
petroleum, was both the world’s first photograph
and the first architectural photograph. It was,
perhaps, not the most exciting start; it shows the
family barn, bakehouse and pigeon loft.
The problem with the Niépce photographic process –
as of that other French invention the Daguerreotype,
was that each picture was unique; there was no
simple way of reproducing the image without taking
the picture again. Louis Daguerre also took pictures
of architecture – much easier than people, who tended to move during long exposures unless (as happened as photography developed) their heads were
held motionless by skilfully-hidden clamps!
It was left to an Englishman, William Henry Fox
Talbot, to come up with a process that allowed
copies of photographs to be made from negatives.
In 1835 he took a picture of a window at his home,
Lacock Abbey in Wiltshire (now a National Trust
property with a photographic museum in the adjoining barn); it is the world’s second surviving photograph, and the first negative, and set the art of photography on the course it was to follow until the digital age.

These early photographers often
took pictures of the buildings
around them – just as we do today;
but soon there developed a particular class of photographers who
were especially interested in taking
architectural pictures. One of the
earliest was another Frenchman,
Hippolyte Bayard, whose picture of
the windmills of Paris’s Montmatre
district, taken in 1839, may perhaps claim to be the
first architectural photograph taken with any attempt
at making both a record of the scene and a pleasing
composition.
Soon photographers were pointing their cameras at
buildings all around the world. These early pictures
are an invaluable source for architectural historians,
who can see how towns and cities, and the buildings
within them, have changed – or stayed the same –
over more than a century and a half. Old pictures of
our towns and cities will show us the buildings we has
lost – and gained – since the earliest cameras were
pointed at the them.
Today we may well see the work of specialist architectural photographers without realising that theirs is
a particular skill. So what makes a good architectural
photograph?
The first question to ask is – black and white or colour? These days, when nearly everything around us is
printed in colour, the answer may seem to be obvious; colour every time! But this is not necessarily true
for architectural photographs. One of the 20thcentury’s greatest British artists, John Piper, was also
a photographer, who believed that monochrome was
much better at showing architectural details; he was
wary of colour because he believed that it distracted
the eye from the forms and intricacies of architecture.
What Piper liked – and what he encouraged in the
Shell Guides that he edited – were photographs in
which the contrasts of black and white were pronounced and which showed a building in some sort of
context. The Shell Guide pictures are not the slightlyclinical and depressingly-grey images that the contemporary Pevsner ‘Buildings of England’ architectural guides favoured. So in a Shell Guide you can find
photographs of buildings with rain-gleaming streets
in front, monuments with harvest festival gifts occupying their ledges, churches with sheep-scattered grass
surrounding them.
(Continued on page 10)
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YORKSHIRE’S RAIL DEVELOPMENTS
- ON THE RIGHT TRACKS??
INSIGHT now has regular rethe service to Malton, where
ports on the proposed new
there is only a single platform,
which makes for automatic turn
railway stations and other
back. A problem, unique to
changes (see page 7 - Editor).
There are proposals at varyYork, has to be overcome for
ing stages of development.
additional passage through the
Developed proposals exist for
station. Either run through existLow Moor (Bradford), Kirkstall
ing 3/4 platform which is the
Forge and Apperley Bridge;
south direction main departure
and ideas are beyond the
platform and Scarborough to
starting-gate for Haxby
Liverpool departure platform,
or use platform 5 which neces(York). Others, for Hippersitates a clear platform 3 apholme, Calverley and Rodley,
Elland and Horbury, are on Selby station signal box. Photo courtesy of David Moss
proach. All solutions require tosomeone's wish-lists.
and from-the east platforms,
Is it easy?..... No.....Firstly we should mention the at York.
funding, but that's a problem for all ideas, so we'll
look instead at the operating needs and hurdles to TURN BACK FACILITIES.
face. Which trains will provide the service? Are what the sub-heading says -- facilities for a train
to reverse direction of travel; possibly a set of points
KIRKSTALL FORGE; APPERLEY BRIDGE & LOW to allow the train to pass from one line to the opposite line? Trains keep on the left in Britain - there is
MOOR.
Existing stopping all-stations service, but not neces- some two-way running on some lines, but not many. A
sarily all routes which means that access to some trip to some other European countries will sometimes
routes would involve changing even though the trains experience being overtaken by another train where
on the route passed through the home station. Can there are only two railway tracks. Trains from Hull to
the service stand another 5, possibly 10 minutes ex- Beverley are slotted in within the half-hourly Hull to
tension to the overall journey time? In the case of Low Bridlington shuttle. Alternatively, and preferable, turn
Moor, the operator Northern is unhappy with this back is located between the two directional tracks
possibility. Kirkstall Forge and Apperley Bridge are and trains proceed into the dead-ended turn back
easier to include because the trains are electrics and siding, thus not holding up any other services. Turn
can stop and start in less time than required for back facilities are planned for Horsforth and prodiesel powered trains. But if there is also to be ex- posed for Micklefield. However, as explained for
press services, (Leeds to Bradford nonstop), then with- York, platform availability for trains to run through,
out overtaking opportunities these have to be de- rather than terminate in a bay, are required at
layed or if possible re-timed.
Leeds.
HAXBY.
Longer distance trains calling. Is it acceptable to
add a Haxby stop on Trans-Pennine services to/from
Scarborough? Can this be accomplished within the
current schedules, and can Wolds Coast connections
be maintained at Seamer? Is there an
alternative? Yes - run a shuttle from the bay platform
at York to Haxby and back. Are turn back facilities
included for Haxby and is it acceptable that there
will be no east-bound service for Malton, Seamer,
Wolds Coast and Scarborough other than going into
York and out again .
Another alternative? Extend a existing service, that
now terminates at York, to Haxby. Again would need
turn back at Haxby. The further alternative is to run

So ........... Is the answer another railway station -maybe, but this is far from easy.
Future articles will cover......
SELRAP--.Skipton to Colne re-instatement.......Beverley
to York reinstatement......Services that stop before the
end of the show.

Cyril Oliver,
YHACS Transport portfolio holder
Chairman, Bridlington & District Civic Society
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“LET THY SPEECH BE BETTER THAN SILENCE, OR BE SILENT”
DIONYSIUS OF HALICARNASSUS
Are you struggling to find speakers for your
Society’s social programme? Looking for some
fresh ideas? If so, help could be at hand.
Below are twelve speakers, and their topics, all
highly recommended by YHACS members at Ripon*, Grimsby & Cleethorpes**, and Selby***.

Bricks and Buildings*
David Armitage, The York Handmade Brick Co Ltd
Forest Lane, Alne, York, YO61 1TU
T: 01347 838881 M: 07881 584769
darmitage@yorkhandmade.co.uk
www.yorkhandmade.co.uk
The York Handmade Brick Company supplies custommade bricks for prestigious new and restored buildings.
David Armitage, chairman of the company, describes its
products and its commissions.
Stained glass artist*
Helen Whittaker, Church Balk, Dunnington, York
North Yorkshire, YO19 5LH
01904 489093
helen@barleystudio.co.uk www.helenwhittakerart.com
Helen Whittaker is a highly-regarded stained glass
designer; her beautiful work is found in several
well-known locations.

Cicero Denounces Catiline, fresco by Cesare Maccari, 1840-1919

Saltaire World Heritage site*
Craig McHugh, Saltaire World Heritage Site Officer
Building Restoration*
Department of Regeneration and Culture
Charles Anelay, William Anelay Ltd.,
City of Bradford Metropolitan District Council
Heritage House, Murton Way, Osbaldwick, York,
Floor 8 Jacobs Well, Bradford BD1 5RW
YO19 5UW
01274 435319
01904 412624
info@williamanelay.co.uk www.williamanelay.co.uk craig.mchugh@bradford.gov.uk
William Anelay Ltd works on many historic buildings.
www.mylearning.org/museums/saltaire-village
Charles Anelay describes interesting examples.
Craig McHugh portrays Saltaire very thoroughly
and vividly.
Cont’d on page 11

A CLOSE-UP ON
ARCHITECTURAL PHOTOGRAPHY (CONCLUSION)
Piper was a ruthless cropper of photographs – he
would select a section of picture, his own or those of
other photographers, to make a more satisfying and
telling composition. Sometimes that resulted in pictures that became almost abstract, but which still had
an immediate impact on the viewer.
One of the photographers that Piper relied on for
many of the Shell Guide pictures is Scarboroughbased Peter Burton, whose pictures, Piper said, are
‘some of the best topographical photographs I have
seen.’ Burton, who once taught English at Ripon
Grammar School, has published his own Shell-Guidestyle book, ‘North Yorkshire’, which is illustrated with
his own photographs; black and white, he says, gives
a more Romantic air – Romantic in terms of working
on the imagination – than colour.

Because it is now so easy for us to snap away at
anything that takes our fancy, and, should we so wish,
to share our pictures with the whole world, it is easy
to lose that critical eye through which we should view
the best pictures.
But next time you pick up a magazine or a book of
photographs that has pictures of buildings look carefully at how the photographer has treated them. The
best will open your eyes to the riches of architecture
though a subtle use of an individual viewpoint, the
emphasis of texture or a focus on a telling detail.
And when you take your own pictures, remember the
lessons the past masters of photography have taught
you.
David Winpenny
Photo by Janez Novak, Wikipedia—Editor
Ripon Civic Society
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Trees in Towns*
Alan Simson
Leeds Metropolitan University, Broadcasting
Place
Arts Building, B502, Woodhouse Lane, Leeds
LS2 9EN
0 113 812 4064
A.Simson@leedsmet.ac.uk
www.leedsmet.ac.uk/as/ald/staff-alan-simson
Alan Simson is an academic and environmentalist who is passionate about trees in
urban landscapes.
The Zurburan Paintings at Auckland Castle*
Dr Robert McManners (Chairman of Bishop Auckland
Civic Society), West House, 5 Etherley Lane
Bishop Auckland, Co Durham
DL14 7QR
Tel: 01388 602180
Email: robertmcmanners@hotmail.com
Dr McManners is an authority on the remarkable
Zurburan paintings in Auckland Castle, which the
Church Commissioners wanted to sell. His efforts, and
the help of former Bishop of Durham Justin Welby and
philanthropist Jonathan Ruffer, have saved the paintings
for everyone to enjoy in the future; Jonathan Ruffer has
bought them, with the castle, setting up a trust to
develop the site as an asset for the local community,
and celebrating different kinds of religion.
Local Archaeology*
Gillian Hovell, 18 Nidd Rise, Birstwith,
Harrogate, North Yorkshire, HG3 3AP
01423 771290
gillian@muddyarchaeologist.co.uk
www.muddyarchaeologist.co.uk/
Gillian Hovell is a very lively and informative speaker,
bringing local archaeology and history to life.
Philip Webb, architect*
Sheila Kirk, Whitestone Lodge, Thirlby, Thirsk,
YO7 2DJ
01845 597328
Sheila Kirk is recognised as the leading authority on
Philip Webb; she is the author of the definite biography
of this architect.

Yorkshire (and other) Pyramids, architectural history, George Gilbert Scott, stained
glass, garden history, Hackfall, the First
Ascent of the Matterhorn etc etc*
David Winpenny (Chairman, Ripon Civic
Society)
Victoria Villa, Princess Road, Ripon, HG4
1HW
T: 01765 608320
david@winpennypr.co.uk
www.davidwinpenny.co.uk
Conservation and Heritage, and Ripon Museums*
Richard Taylor (Chairman, Ripon Museum Trust and
formerly Conservation Officer in Leeds)
10 Westmount Place, Ripon, HG4 2HU
01765 603138
rict.ripon@btinternet.com
Richard Taylor is a member of Ripon Civic Society and
gives excellent talks on aspects of heritage.
For Those In Peril On The Sea*
Dr. Stephen Bloy
stephenbloy21@gmail.com
Last year he gave this excellent talk to our society
(Grimsby & Cleethorpes). He has a wide variety of
topics, I'm hoping to hear him speak about
Macchu Pichu in a couple of weeks time.
The British Library - Past, Present and Future***
Martyn Lunn
Business Change and Development Manager
The British Library, Wetherby, West Yorkshire,
L23 7BQ
Contact: Hilary.Hallas@bl.uk
The talk covered the British Library’s history, services
and future developments, with a special focus on the
National Newspaper Archive that will move to Boston
Spa over the next two years.
Hope this helps!
Please send me details of your favourite speakers
and we will try to list them in future Newsletters.
David Moss
YHACS Newsletter Editor
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FUTURE EVENTS/DATES IN 2013

Reg. Charity No. 1112290

www.yhacs.org.uk

Saturday 20th April

YHACS members meeting in York—Guest
speaker is Gary Verity, CEO of “Welcome
To Yorkshire”.

Saturday 22nd June

Civic Day

Satuday 6th July

YHACS members meeting—Scarborough

Thursday 12th to Sunday 15th
September

Heritage Open Days

Sat 12th October

YHACS members meeting at Fountains
Abbey.

The Yorkshire and
Humber Association of
EXT
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Civic Societies (YHACS)
is the distinct voice of the
ORK
civic society movement
T
in the Yorkshire and
HE UILDHALL
Humber region, and our
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vision is to enhance the
quality of life for all
FOR DETAILS
York Guildhall from the river
citizens in the region by
Photo courtesy of Kaly99, Wikipedia
engaging citizens not onEXECUTIVE OFFICERS & COMMITTEE
ly in the protection of
local heritage but also in ● Chairman, Kevin Trickett (Strategy)
kevintrickett@msn.com
01924 361180
the promotion of
sustainable economic • Vice Chairman, David Moss (Newsletter)
damoss43@yahoo.co.uk
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development and urban
renaissance.
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helen.kidman3@tbtinternet.com
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● Treasurer, Richard Ward (Legal/Financial)
r.m.ward@talktalk.net
01484 429173
Please send any article
submissions, comments, • Exec Committee Member, Dr. Kevin Grady
letters or questions to
office@leedscivictrust.org.uk
0113 2439594
the editor:
● Exec Committee Member, Cyril Oliver (Transport)
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malcsharman@hotmail.com
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