
 

 

 

The Government has now confirmed its intention to proceed with the £30 billion High 
Speed 2 (HS2) project – to build a new railway line that will run from Euston Station 
in London to Birmingham, and which will eventually be extended with a wider ‘Y’ 
network that will continue north-west to Manchester and north to Sheffield and Leeds.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HS2 will be a high-capacity railway, designed to European high-speed specifications, 
which are different from those of conventional UK rail. HS2 will make use of 
technology successfully developed in countries such as France and Germany. You can 
find out more on the DfT website – www.dft.gov.uk 
 

A new company, HS2 Ltd (wholly owned by the Department 
for Transport) has been formed to develop and promote the 
project and will now start work on the engineering, design 
and environmental work in preparation for the Bill that will 
cover the London to West Midlands route. This Bill, due by the 
end of 2013, will authorise the Government to build and 
operate phase 1 of the project. Meanwhile, work continues to 
develop proposals for the route from Birmingham to 
Manchester and Leeds, details of which are likely to be 

published this autumn (2012) and the Government has pledged to consult on the proposed route. 
 

We already know that HS2 has sparked controversy – a number of groups have already been established 
– including the AGHAST Federation (Action Groups Against High Speed Two), the HS2 Action Alliance and 
Stop HS2 – but what about the arguments in favour of HS2?  
 

The YHACS committee recently discussed our own reaction to HS2 and the potential impact on our region. It 
turned into quite a lively debate! But we need to know what our members think – do you see HS2 as being 
good for Yorkshire and Humber or do you just see the potential downside? Maybe you are undecided and 
want to learn more? Well, come along to our next meeting, at Ossett Town Hall on Saturday, 28th April and 
take part in the debate!          

            Kevin Trickett   

          More railway news on page 5  -  Editor 
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VVIEWIEW  FFROMROM    

TTHEHE  CCHAIRHAIR  

It’s always good to talk to 
members from other 
societies, to exchange 
ideas and to find out 
what’s going on. This 
sharing of ideas helps to 
reinforce the sense of our 
being part of a civic 
movement and was well 
demonstrated at the 
YHACS AGM in Leeds at 
the end of January and at 
the joint networking event 

with Civic Voice that followed later the same day: a 
really good turnout helped to ensure the success of 
the day and it was an opportunity to meet up again 
with Ian Harvey and Tony Burton. Of course, none of 
us was aware at the time that this was to be 
something of a swansong for Tony who shortly 
afterwards announced he was leaving Civic Voice to 
take up a position with the Design Council. As 
someone who worked closely with Tony during the 
days of the Civic Society Initiative and also on the 
setting up of Civic Voice, I am very grateful to Tony 
for the hard work he did. While naturally sorry to 
see him leave, his departure provides Civic Voice 
with a chance to think about their next stage of 
development. At the time of writing, I understand 
interviews for Tony’s successor have been/are being  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
held but no announcement has been made yet. I 
await news with interest and wish Tony well with his 
new job.  
 
Meanwhile, I’ve been ‘doing the rounds’ in recent  
weeks, visiting civic societies to meet members and 

talk about, amongst 
other things, the work 
of YHACS. I began 
with a visit to 
Cas t l e fo rd  and 
District Civic Trust in 
February for their 
40 t h Anniversary 
Celebrations (photo 
above). A good number had turned out on what was 
a very cold and icy night. And what a cake! (see 
photo, above). 
 
Then, at the beginning of March, and along with 
Helen Kidman, it was off to Bingley Civic Trust to 
address one of their meetings.  
 
At the end of March, I gave what I hope was an 
inspiring and motivating talk to the members of 
Wetherby Civic Society. In my diary for April, I have 
a visit to Spen Valley Civic Society for the unveiling 
of their new memorial to the Luddites.  
 
I and my fellow YHACS committee members are 
always happy to come and speak to your society if 
we can fit it in around our other commitments – just 
ask and let’s see what we can arrange. Meeting with 
societies gives us the chance to see how you are 
doing – are you thriving or just ticking over, and is 
there anything more that YHACS can do to help? Of 
course, YHACS cannot do everything – sometimes 
societies just have to help themselves. It’s all very well 
asking for advice – but you have to be prepared to 
act on that advice when it is given! I have, for 
example, been asked many times over the years how 
to attract new members. Part of my response is to 
suggest that societies make sure they have up to date 
and attractive websites – yet around a fifth of our 
societies still don’t have an internet presence of their 
own. If this applies to your society, it is not only 
letting your own society down but it is also letting the 
rest of us down as well – it is difficult to ‘market’ a 
civic movement to potential members and supporters 
when so many societies are invisible on line. With this 
in mind, we are considering a project to help societies 
develop a website – but there has been very little 
interest so far from those societies we expected to 
come forward. We’ll give it one more try but then we 
shall move on: life’s too short to boil our cabbages 
twice. 
 

Castleford CS Chair, Sandra Wright with founder 
member Wynne McLoughlin and Reg Lavine  
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VVIEWIEW  FFROMROM    

TTHEHE  CCHAIRHAIR  ((CONTINUEDCONTINUED))  

Of course, having a website is only one aspect of 
being on-line today. You also need to use and 
exploit email and social media. We have been told 
that societies must make more use of facilities such as 
Twitter and Facebook – and an increasing number of 
civic societies are doing so. Wakefield Civic Society 
is now on Twitter (@WakefieldCivicS) as is YHACS 
(@YHACSChair – incredibly someone else already 
has adopted the @YHACS name – it’s not us!). 
 
I confess I come late to Twitter myself – but I 
capitulated when our intern Maxime explained to 
me that young people, who are often very short of 
time and so are less interested in the more formal 
means of exchanging 
information, are more 
likely to take an 
interest in what civic 
societies do if we can communicate on their terms. 
And this is a message I’ve heard before, so, a couple 
of months ago, I followed the advice I’ve been given 
– and never looked back! 
 
What are the benefits of Twitter? Well, I’ve found 
that I am now reaching people and organisations 
across Wakefield and Yorkshire and even further 
afield whom I’ve never had any contact with before. 
More importantly, they are following what I am 
posting on Twitter – and this is starting to pay 
dividends. It is certainly raising our profile! Also, 
because I am following people whose interests are 
similar (eg, built environment, planning, etc), I’ve 
noticed that they are regularly posting links to news 
items and interesting websites that I would probably 
not have discovered for myself – and some of this is 
coming out via Twitter long before it reaches more 
traditional media. So, I can say, I am now a convert! 
But don’t just take my word for it - let me quote Vikki 
Bruff of Barnsley Civic Trust (taken from the latest 
BCT newsletter): 
 
I have had a Twitter account for several years, but 
never used it. I couldn’t see the point. Why on earth 
would the world want to know what I had to say? Why 
would I want it to? However, in the run up to last 
month’s Big Debate about new supermarket 
developments, I decided to “tweet” about the 
forthcoming meeting [BCT was holding]. As a very 
inactive tweeter, I only had about 7 followers, so I 
wasn’t exactly broadcasting the news worldwide. 
However, within minutes one of my “followers”          

re-tweeted my comment, and one of their followers did 
the same….and the news about the meeting had been 
sent to 5,000 people! Suddenly, I had a light-bulb 
moment – that is what Twitter is good for: promoting 
organisations and events! As an experiment, A Barnsley 
Civic Trust Twitter account was set up 
[@BarnsCivicTrust]. Within a week, we had 30 
followers. The BCT Exec agreed that we should continue 
with Twitter as a way of promoting Barnsley, the BCT, 
reaching new members and networking with other civic 
societies. As I write this, the BCT has been “tweeting” 
for about 4 weeks and has over 100 followers – 
amongst them 2 MPs, several local and national 
journalists, civic societies from around the UK and many 
Barnsley businesses and residents.  
 
So, there you are. More and more societies are using 
social media to great advantage and having just a 
website is no longer enough. Using Twitter is 
remarkably easy – you’ll need a name (there is a 
limit on the number of characters), a password and an 
email account to link it to, but then you are off. Full 
instructions are given on the Twitter.com website. 
 
And talking of Maxime, you may be interested to 
know that he and his girlfriend, Floriane, were 
successful in obtaining visas to work and live in 
Canada and they flew to Montreal at the end of 
March. 
 
Arrivals 
 
If you were at the AGM in January, you’ll know that 
all existing officers and committee members were re-
elected to the YHACS committee for another year. But 
we are also joined by Tony Leonard from Market 
Weighton Civic Society. Tony will be well-known to 
many of you has he has been a regular attendee at 
YHACS meetings. We are trying to break him in 
gently!  
 
And, talking of new arrivals, it is with great pleasure 
that we welcome three new civic societies as full 
members of YHACS – Bingley Civic Trust, Goole Civic 
Society and Spen Valley Civic Society have all taken 
the plunge. Assuming all last year’s members renew 
their membership for 2012 (and some have yet to do 
so – hint!), this will take our membership up to 45 
societies.  
   

     Kevin Trickett 
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After 48 years as a ‘virtual’ organisation,      
Wakefield Civic Society now has its own offices! 
With thanks to Green Communications, one of our 
long-standing corporate members and whose    
generosity has made this move possible, we have 
taken over the ground floor suite at the Media  
Centre on King Street, close to the Town Hall.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The suite (above) includes four offices and an      
exhibition space that we intend to use for regular 
exhibitions throughout the year. Our committee and 
planning sub-committee meetings will be held there 
in future and we hope that, by having a physical 
presence with a ‘shop front’ we will both raise our 
profile and attract new members. 

Kevin Trickett 

Are you making the most of your Civic Voice  
membership? 

 

Once again, membership of Civic Voice brings     
benefits for civic societies and their members. Not 
only do you get access to news and information but 
you also benefit from low-cost insurance that is      
specifically modelled on the needs of civic societies.  
 

In addition, Civic Voice are repeating their tie-in with 
the National Trust and English Heritage. This means 
that your members will be entitled to one free day 
visitor pass to a National Trust and an English      
Heritage property during 2012. Have you told your 
members about this? It’s an important benefit that I 
know members of Wakefield Civic Society have taken    
advantage of in the past – but you do need to pass 
the message on. (Conversely, if your committee has 
decided not to join Civic Voice, are your members 
aware of the benefit your decision has denied them?) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      Kevin Trickett 

CCIVICIVIC  VVOICEOICE    

MMEMBERSHIPEMBERSHIP  



 

 

Autumn 2011 INSIGHT brought responses from 
Goole, Halifax, Selby and  Skipton. There is a lot 
going on led by Network Rail, the station operators 
and local groups. The following summary gives    
detail. Further information from you is welcome, 
including changes you would like to see  eg steps-
free access, better cycle stands, staffing? 
 
BRADFORD Crossrail - Bradford Society promotes 
case for merging the two stations. Council Working 
Group says there is little support and no money. 
BRIDLINGTON (right) 
- Disused excursion  
platform area likely to 
be incorporated into  
re-sited Tesco to be 
built on adjacent coach 
park. 
ELLAND - Case for 
new station to be   
re-examined by  
Transport Authority; previously rejected in 2000. 
GOOLE - Goole Civic Society has highlighted   
problems with maintenance, only part painted being 
one problem. 
HALIFAX - Network Rail, Northern Rail and Railway 
Heritage Trust have recently completed a £2.5    
million refurbishment programme. 
HARROGATE LINE - Burley Park/Headingley/
Horsforth/Weeton/Pannal/Hornbeam Park/
HARROGATE/Starbeck/KNARESBOROUGH/Cattal/
Hammerton/Poppleton. 2011 saw much discussion 
around electrifying the line and using redundant Lon-
don Underground surface trains. Looks unlikely now. 
HUDDERSFIELD - A sensory garden, the work      
involving over 50 youngsters, has been created at 
the station. Lifts have been installed. 
ILKLEY - £625,000 rebuild of ticket office, waiting 
room and shelters completed. 
LEEDS - Changes, ideas to accommodate increasing 
number of users are continuous, next major change 
being new southern entrance. 
LOW MOOR - New station proposed, current action 
could see opening December 2013. Suggestion  that 
the proposed site may be in the wrong place. 
MEXBOROUGH - Became National Rail Awards 
2011, Best Small Station. 
MIRFIELD - Grand Central wants to stop at Mirfield 
on its Bradford to London service.  Sees it as a park 
& Ride station for the surrounding area. 
PONTEFRACT MONKHILL - Upgrades approved 
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for more car parking spaces, cycle storage and     
improved lighting. May be an improved bus service. 
ROTHERHAM - £8.5 million station redevelopment 
completed, but one year late. 
SCARBOROUGH - Conversion of old parcels office to 
artist's studios (INSIGHT Summer 2011), awaiting   
signatures to agreement from Network Rail. 

SELBY (left) - Selby Civic   
Society commended  First  
TransPennine on their 
work and painting of 
Selby station. Selby has 
the first railway station in 
Yorkshire, opened in     
September 1834. 
SHEFFIELD - Continuing 
demands for elimination of 

access to station footbridge for Supertram           
passengers.  Train operator wants to install gate to 
allow only rail users access to platforms. 
SKIPTON - Improvements to underpass between  
platforms. 
TODMORDEN - new connection -The Todmorden 
Curve- will allow direct services from Burnley to   
Manchester.  Possible date April 2014. 
WAKEFIELD KIRKGATE - Listed station buildings       
receiving £1.5 million station commercial improve-
ments whilst some work on station is taking place. 
Wakefield Civic Society wants better passenger  
facilities as proposals are lacking in this respect.  
WAKEFIELD WESTGATE - £6.6 million plan to build 
new main station building to replace existing. Will 
take one year to complete starting late 2012.  
Wakefield Civic Society is commenting on plans. 
WETHERBY - Population 11,000 could be connected 
to network said local MP but it could take a long time. 
WHITBY -  Looks to have new potash deposits     
transported by rail. 
WOLDS COAST -- Seamer/FILEY./Hunmanby/
Bempton/BRIDLINGTON/Nafferton/Driffield/Hutton 
Cranswick/Arram/BEVERLEY/Cottingham. 
Action group continues to press for re-opening of  
Beverley to York route. A restoration project has    
applied for planning permission to construct a mile of 
track and construct a timber platform at Sledmere 
and Fimber station on former Driffield to Malton line. 
 
Please send any information from societies on            
individual or groups of stations by email to 
cyril.oliver@talktalk.net 
   Cyril Oliver, Bridlington CS 

YYORKSHREORKSHRE  ANDAND  HHUMBERUMBER  SSTATIONSTATIONS  RREPORTEPORT........  
...A...ANN  UUPDATEPDATE    

Photo courtesy Selby CS 

Photo courtesy Cyril Oliver 
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The recently published  National Planning Policy 
Framework (NPPF) can be viewed at 
www.communities.gov.uk/publications/planningan
dbuilding/nppf   This new document -  just 65 
pages long  - replaces   earlier planning legislation 
that was detailed in over 1000 pages.  

 

Civic Voice’s response to the new legislation, is       
reproduced below. 

 

“Civic Voice welcomes the new National Planning    
Policy Framework but remain cautious over loss of so 
much detail from PPS statements. 

 

The Government yesterday [27th March - Editor]    
published its long awaited National Planning Policy 
Framework (NPPF) and Civic Voice has been pleased to 
have worked so closely with Government over the past 
six months to secure several positive improvements from 
the original draft document. 

Paula Ridley, Chair of Civic Voice, said “There was 
widespread concern about the Government’s planning 
reforms which, if they had been kept as in the draft it 
would have biased decisions and put everyday England 
at risk. The Government have clearly listened to the 
14,000 stakeholders who responded to this            
consultation. We congratulate them for that.”  

 

In addition, Civic Voice is pleased to see the following 
in the NPPF:  

• Enshrining high-quality design as a core    
planning principle  

• Greater clarity over the definition of         
sustainable development  

• The announcement of transitional arrange-
ments to allow local authorities to develop 
Local Plans  

• Government recognising the intrinsic value of 
non-designated countryside  

• Strengthening of provisions to encourage the 
development of brownfield sites  

• Strengthening of the Town Centre First Policy 
and placing town centres at the heart of  
vibrant and sustainable communities  

• A strengthening of policy on design and  
providing greater weight for the advice of   
design review panels  

• We also believe that the level of protection 
that PPS5 gave to heritage has been    
maintained in the NPPF.  

 

Nonetheless, Civic Voice still remains cautious about 
the final document. 

Civic Voice Planning Chair, Dave Chetwyn said “The 
National Planning Policy Framework is a vast         
improvement on the draft, creating a more sensible 
balance between economic, social and environmental 
matters. However, we have some concerns that the loss 
of so much detail, with the Planning Policy Statements 
being replaced by a 50 page document. This gives 
more scope for interpretation and possibly legal   
challenge and may have the opposite effect to that 
intended”  

 

Civic Voice have said all along that there is no      
conclusive research that planning policy is a particular 
constraint on economic development and we hope the 
conversation can now move on from a planning v 
growth argument to giving the necessary support to 
local authorities and communities to ensure they have 
plans in place and up to date.” 

...................................... 

What are your views on the new legislation? How 
will it affect your Society’s attempts to monitor, 
comment on and influence planning                  
developments in your area?  
 

Is the brevity of the new legislation an advantage, 
or does the lack of detail leave the legislation 
open to misinterpretation and misuse? 

               David Moss 
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DDISCOVERISCOVER  TTHEHE  GGLORIESLORIES  

OOFF  GGOOLEOOLE  

Goole Civic Society is one of the newest members of 
YHACS, celebrating its first birthday this April. We 
are very proud of our town, with a population under 
20,000, and would love to show other societies what 
it has to offer. We are keen to engage with other 
groups in the area and gain from your experiences. 

 

Goole is the furthest inland port in Britain, approxi-
mately 40 miles from the mouth of the Humber. It 
was established in 1826 by the Aire and Calder 
Navigation Company, which built the docks for the 
export of coal  transported along the canal network 
by strings of barges known as Tom Puddings.  

 

While we are less than 200 years old, we have a 
rich architectural and     
industrial heritage from 
the port’s Victorian hey-
d a y .  O u r  m o s t          
recognisable landmarks 
are our Grade II-listed 
water towers, affection-
ately known as the Salt 
and Pepper Pots, and 
the Grade II*-listed 
No.5 Compartment 
Boat Hoist, which you 
can see on our Civic   
Society logo. It is a 
unique survivor of an 
engineering marvel used 
to transfer coal from 
Tom Puddings to ships’ 
holds for export around 
the world. The port is still 
in operation and Goole 
is probably one of the 

few inland towns where traffic can be halted by a     
container ship making its way from the Ouse to the 
docks! But it’s far from the bustling hive of  activity it 
was in the days of coal. 

 

These glory days are recaptured at the Yorkshire 
Waterways Museum, on the Dutch River Side 
www.waterwaysmuseum.org.uk. As well as an       
excellent selection of exhibits documenting the      
history of Goole and the waterways, it also has   
vessels moored in the canal on its doorstep and   
visitors can enjoy a boat trip around the docks.  

The Grade II*-listed Lowther Hotel, built in 1824, 
was the first building in 
the new port of Goole 
and headquarters of the 
Aire and Calder     
Navigation Company. It 
has been lovingly and   
faithfully restored by its   
current owners and Civic 
S o c i e t y  f o u n d e r      
members Julie and  
Howard Duckworth.  
During renovation they uncovered and restored     
murals dating back from the 1820s depicting the   
artist’s impression of how Goole might look. These can 
b e  v i e w e d  o n  r e q u e s t .  C o n t a c t 
www.lowtherhotel.co.uk. 

 
The lavishly ornate Victorian buildings around    
Boothferry Road, the heart of Goole, are evidence of 
the prosperity it once enjoyed. A number of these 
have been restored 
and converted to other 
use – the distinctively 
designed York City 
and County Bank is 
now a   Wetherspoons,       
although it does retain 
its original name.   
Others have not fared 
so well, and many 
buildings from the  
oldest part of the 
town were demolished in the name of progress. 

 
We are a small Civic Society but have big           
ambitions to protect what remains of our unique 
heritage. Why not pay us a visit? We’re just off 
junction 36 of the M62. 

 

Societies interested in organising a visit please get 
in touch and we’ll ensure you receive a warm   
welcome. Contact: Rachel Walker -  

rachel@waterwaysmuseum.org.uk 

 

 

  Margaret Clarke, 07841 802030, 
  margaret.hicks@pressassociation.com 
 

Goole’s Salt and Pepper Pot water  
towers dominate the town’s landscape, 
left, with the Parish Church of St John 

nestling among the docks, right. 

The Grade II*-listed No. 5 Compartment 
Boat Hoist. 

The port of Goole’s first building, the 
restored Grade II*-listed Lowther Hotel. 

The former York City and County Bank, 
built in the Italian style and now a   

Wetherspoons. 
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Hull Civic Society has been running a form of Open 
Days for over 20 years.  For the last 5 years we 
have joined forces with English Heritage to run the 
event under the National Heritage Open Days 
banner in September.  EH have provided us with 
both advice and financial support. As a result of 
their support and the Society's own efforts, our 
programme for the Open Days has expanded 
significantly in the last 3 years, largely in the areas 
of additional tours, talks and other heritage related 
events.  This has boosted the number of individual 
visits from 4,200 in 2009 to around 9,000 last year 
spread across 115 openings and events, making the 
City's Open Days one of the largest in the North of 
England. The budget has risen from £2,500 in 2009 
to £13,000 in 2011 and some of this has paid for 
professional event management, with PFH 
Productions, also responsible for Brochure/Website 
Design, photography and PR.  We have been 
fortunate in obtaining both private (54%) and public 
(46%) funding for these additional costs, but 
continue to think that the Open Days, which are all 
free to the visitor, represents excellent value for 
money for the City.  A conservative estimate of 
visitor spend is at least £30,000 and the positive PR 
that the event produces for the City is abundantly 
clear. We are fortunate to enjoy such financial 
support, but must not lose sight of the importance of 
volunteers from both the Civic Society and the 
community without whom none of it would happen. 

Towards 2012 – An Open City 

Given the positive response of the 2011 event, we 
feel that there is additional demand for this type of 
visitor experience, particularly from the Humber 
region and beyond.  We would like to move 
towards an Open City concept, i.e. 4 days in 
September when the City throws open its doors and 
arms to show off many of its best faces;  buildings, 
heritage, business and university – an “Open City”. 

The Key Components to a programme of events on 
2012 would be similar to what has worked well in 
previous years.  These would consist of: 

Buildings – opening up buildings of historic or 
architectural interest will continue to be the core of 
the Open Days experience, and the aim will be 
feature even more new buildings. 

Guided Tours – these have proved popular in recent 
years, with even those run on a regular basis 'selling 
out'.  The aim is now to put on an even spread of 
tours and encourage more local experts to come 

forward and take part. 

The Talk Programme – should expand on talks 
about themes related to Hull's History and its clear 
there is scope to develop talks and supplementary 
activities in and around the Hull History Centre. 

Commercial Programme – We feel that the 
businesses who took part and the visitors to them had 
positive experiences.  We would like to encourage 
more companies in order to promote a clear message 
that Hull us a great place to do business. 

University Programme - “The University is one of the 
best kept secrets of Hull”.  As well as re-running and 
extending some of the architectural and the 
Larkinesque heritage aspects of the University there 
may be scope for current areas of research to be 
highlighted in an engaging way. 

Extras – there are a range of additions in 2012's 
offering which could be made including: 

• continue to expand numbers of participants in other 
activities on Heritage Fun Day, such as poetry, 
heritage prams and face painting.  Invite more 
craft exhibitors, promote further guided bus tours, 
Archaeological Workshops and Church Trails. 

• put more multi-media material onto the website, 
e.g. a promotion video on Maister House (Hull's 
only NT Property) on You Tube. 

• develop an engaging activity for Sunday, e.g. seal 
off High Street to traffic and turn it into a Living 
History day. 

Promotion – the Brochure received widespread 
acclaim for both the presentation of the event and a 
positive portrayal of the City's heritage.  5,000 
copies of a 32-page colour brochure featured 
properties and events as well as historical 
information about geographical locations – the aim is 
to develop the contents of the Brochure, print more 
copies and promote the event further afield. 

Heritage Open Days is the “flagship” event for Hull 
Civic Society and manifests our regard for the City, 
instils a sense of Civic Pride, confirms our local 
identity and enables us to demonstrate our role as 
custodians of local history and heritage. 

Our aim now must be to use this showcase event to 
encourage more people to join the Society in order 
to promote our ideals and to share our pleasures and 
concerns.      

         Malcolm Sharman, Hull Civic Society 

             
                his article is a précis of Hull Civic Society's HOD Report 2011 
                                             Photos of events on page 9 

HULL CIVIC SOCIETY HULL CIVIC SOCIETY ––  HERITAGE OPEN DAYSHERITAGE OPEN DAYS  

“THE BEST THING WE DO”“THE BEST THING WE DO”  
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A number of YHACS groups were represented at 
this conference, the purpose of which was to explore 
opportunities for conserving industrial heritage by 
bringing it back into commercial, residential or   
heritage use. Speakers included Nigel Grizzard the 
chief executive of Our Northern Mills and Trevor 
Mitchell from English Heritage. 

Many empty mills are attractive listed buildings. 
Some people see them as brown field sites of no 
commercial value, falling down for years, which 
could be exploited via demolition and re-building. 
Others see them as opportunities to retain and    
enhance industrial heritage. However, to renovate 
and convert old mills needs funds, vision, ingenuity 
and support from heritage specialists, planners and 
financiers. There can be structural problems, site 
pollution, water ingress and unsuitable access - all 
to be costed-in to the plan. Developers may need to 
borrow money for a lot longer than if they were 
building semi-detached houses on a green field site. 
Expensive problems with mills may not become evi-
dent until work on renovation has commenced. 

The conference explored these themes from a prac-
tical, cooperative view point. The fact that the con-
ference was held in Manningham Mill, Bradford, 
now in the long course of being converted to indus-
trial units, commercial, theatrical, residential and 
educational use by Urban Splash was indicative of 
an ultimately successful plan. 

Most interesting were the technical sessions on the 
particular kinds of problems experienced in convert-
ing mills, in terms of preserving original timber 
frames, sourcing matching replacement building ma-
terials, and combining old and new features success-
fully. In very few cases is complete preservation the 
solution; a C19 mill simply does not meet the needs 
of a C21 business. 

NATIONAL MILLS CONFERENCENATIONAL MILLS CONFERENCE  

OCTOBER 8OCTOBER 8THTH  2011, BRADFORD2011, BRADFORD  
The afternoon session picked up on the practical     
aspects with a choice of visits to the Mind the Gap 
Theatre Company at Manningham Mill and then to 
Sunny Bank Mills at Farsley or to Salts Mill at Saltaire 
(photo below, courtesy of Markj, Wikipedia) and   
Victoria Mills at Shipley. I visited Salts as it was some 
time since I had been there and was very impressed 
that the portion now converted to office accommoda-
tion had created a very pleasant office atmosphere, 
well-lit, quiet and apparently spacious in comparison 
with other offices created in the 80s and 90s where 
I’ve worked. I’d also been familiar with Victoria Mills 

during its conversion 
(the set-up meetings 
for Bradford Civic 
Society were held 
there). This site now 
contains mill conver-
sions and new build 
apartments together 
with a range of      
features for residents 
including a bar-

restaurant, shop and sports facilities and has been ex-
tremely successful, being almost 100% sold or let. 

 

Many mills in Yorkshire are still at risk, but if it was 
simple to put them back into use, some developer 
would have already done it. Events such as this      
conference, which heightens awareness of issues 
and solutions, and brings together planners,        
developers, technical services suppliers and    
amenity groups, are a positive step forward in 
propagating an understanding of why some mill 
buildings remain derelict  for decades. 

        Helen Kidman 

          Ilkley Civic Society 

HHULLULL  HODHODSS  PPHOTOSHOTOS  
 

Photos courtesy of Phil Haskins, PFH  

Photo courtesy Markj ex Wikipedia 
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At an Award Ceremony in York during January, a 
joint team of Pickering & District Civic Society and 
Kirkbymoorside Environment Group won the GOLD 
first prize in the Green Neighbourhood Challenge, 
ahead of teams from all round North Yorkshire. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The team spent six months undertaking various 
activities to reduce their carbon footprint, and that 
of their respective towns. Members of the group 
personally reduced their carbon emissions by 11% - 
the equivalent weight of eleven elephants in carbon 
saved. This was not the largest reduction of all the 
groups, but the fact that we were already pretty 
low carbon was in our favour. It was difficult for us 
to reduce further, but we did it! A series of open 
meetings also discussed energy efficiency, 
renewables, transport, recycling, shopping and 
water. 
This challenge was organised by the Yorkshire 
Energy Partnership in conjunction with the Stockholm 
Environment Institute, based at York University. 
http://www.greenneighbourhood.co.uk  
The Gold Award means that the group has £500 to 
share between Kirkbymoorside and Pickering, to be 
used for sustainable community projects. 
      Mike Potter, Pickering &District CS 

Hailed by his contemporaries 
as the “father of watercolour 
in this country”, Francis 
Nicholson was born in 
Pickering in 1753, and for 
some fifty years painted 
portraits and scenes mainly in 
the northern counties. 
An exhibition from 31st March 
to 20th May 2012 brings 

many of his watercolours, prints and drawings to 
North Yorkshire for the first time in the Gallery, at 
Ryedale Folk Museum, Hutton-le-Hole, York,   
YO62 6UA,  tel. 01751 417367. 

GGREENREEN  NNEIGHBOURHOODEIGHBOURHOOD  
CCHALLENGEHALLENGE  TTURNSURNS  GGOLDOLD  

“The Story of Bradford”  
by 

    Alan Hall     
(Published by Phillimore and Co. Ltd., price £20) 

This is a completely new, fully-illustrated history of 
Bradford, charting the roller-coaster fortunes of the 
city from the earliest times right up to very recent 
events, such as David Hockney being awarded the 
Order of Merit in the 2012 New Years Honours list. 
Written in a lively style, it is a "warts and all"    
treatment, exploring the low-points as well as 
the triumphs of Bradford's history. Although it will not 
be available in the shops until late summer this year, 
it can already be pre-ordered online (often at a  
discount) from several sources, including Amazon,     
Waterstones, WH Smith, and the Book Depository. 
The author, Alan Hall, is currently Chair of Bradford 
Civic Society and all proceeds from the sale of The 
Story of Bradford will go to Bradford Civic Society. 

BBOOKOOK    

RREVIEWEVIEW  

FFRANCISRANCIS  NNICHOLSONICHOLSON  EEXHIBITIONXHIBITION  

In the beginning was the Planning Consultation. 
And then cometh the Assumptions. 

And the Assumptions were without form. 
And the Consultation was without substance. 

And darkness was upon the faces of the people. 

And the people spoke among themselves, saying, "This plan is a load of crap, 

and it stinketh." 

And the people went unto their Councillors and said, "It is a pail 

of dung, and none may abide its odour ." 

And the Councillors went unto their Local Authority  saying, "It is a       

load of excrement, and it is very strong, and none may abide it." 

And the Local Authority Directors went unto their MPs, saying, 

"It is a vessel of fertiliser, and none may abide its strength." 

And the MPs spoke amongst themselves, saying one to another, "It    

contains that which aids growth, and it is very strong." 

And the MPs then went unto the Select Committee      

Chairmen, saying unto them, "It promotes economic 

growth, and it is very powerful." 

And the Select Committee Chairmen went unto the Cabinet,     

saying, "This new Plan will actively promote the growth and 

vigour of the country, with powerful effects." 

And the Parliament looked upon the Plan and saw 

that it was good. 

And Lo, the Plan becometh Policy. 

Of course this is just a joke and nothing like what really happens!  - Editor 
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The mood of the AGM was dampened when our 
President, Chris Johnson-Green announced that, 
because of health difficulties, it was necessary for 
him to relinquish his leadership.   Chris, a man of 
great integrity and loyalty has given many years of 
service to Pudsey Civic Society and it is to him that 
we owe much of its success. 

For many years he worked with Ruth Strong in the 
publishing of the Journal, and was instrumental in the 
professional and attractive layout and printing as 
we see it today. 

Other tasks and favours, too numerous to mention, 
have never been denied but it should never be    
forgotten the way he and his hardworking team 
have computerised  the Society’s archives and     
photographs with over ten thousand items now     
recorded, and the work continuing.  His expertise 
and guidance have been invaluable, resulting in the 
general public now having easy and instant access, 
via the Society’s computers, to the records amassed 
since its formation in 1974/5. 

Chris has been an active member of the Executive 
for many years and as well as his Presidency and 
Chairmanship he was always willing to undertake 
any duties and tasks asked of him. 

 

We wish you well in the future, Chris, and thank you 
most sincerely for your help and dedication to Pudsey 
Civic Society and the local community, and for your 
friendship and the privilege of working with you. 

And lastly, let us not forget Mary, his wife, who as 
well as her own commitments to the Society, is      
always there to help and support him. 

 

We hope it may still be possible for you both to join 
us – at the other side of the table. 

 

          Molly Johnson 

        Publicity Officer 

               Pudsey Civic Society 

NNEWSEWS  FROMFROM  PPUDSEYUDSEY  CCIVICIVIC  SSOCIETYOCIETY  

GGRIMSBYRIMSBY  RRESIDENTSESIDENTS  LLEARNEARN  AABOUTBOUT  HHERITAGEERITAGE  AASSETSSSETS  

Over 40 residents, including councillors, local      
business people and the man and 
woman in the street attended the 
Grimsby, Cleethorpes & District Civic 
S o c i e t y ’ s  “He r i t a ge  Ass e t s           
Conference” held at Grimsby Town 
Hall on 14th March 2012. 
Hugh Winfield, Archaeologist and  
Historic Environment Record Officer 
spoke about the Local List of Historic 
Assets of Special Interest. Grimsby has had a local 
list for many years. Some of the buildings on that list 
have been demolished, while others have been given 
Statutory Listing. North East Lincolnshire Council is 
now working with groups such as the Civic Society to 
provide balance across the area by drawing up  
local lists for Cleethorpes and Immingham. 
Jake Newby, Lead Planning Officer for NELC said 
people deserve the best surroundings they can get 
and encouraged residents to take an interest in the 
decisions that formed their surroundings. 
Planning may often seem to arise on a whim, but it 
was actually based upon complex decisions seeking 
to find a balance between the extremes of         
centralised state control and total market freedom.        
Decisions must be backed up by evidence; a building 

is not preserved just because it is old, but because it 
is significant. Conservation Officer Liz 
Mayle spoke about the duties which 
planning regulations put on a local au-
thority. She also talked about the 16 
Conservation Areas in North East      
Lincolnshire, ranging from Scartho to the 
Fitties, "one of the most unusual areas 
I've looked after," and Cleethorpes Sea 
Front, "where else can you step off a 

train onto the beach?" 
While not a case worker, she provides specialist  
advice to planning officers, drawing on her         
experience and detailed guidance from English  
Heritage. Returning to the theme of significance, Liz 
explained that historic interest was not just age, but 
what the building or place represented.  
At the end of the afternoon, the 40 plus residents 
who attended had a clearer idea of the wide range 
of significant historic assets on our doorsteps, how 
they are identified, what legal protection is      
available from Government and Local Authority and 
what steps must be taken to ensure that they survive.  
 
    Graeme Bassett,  
     GC&DCS 



 

 

E X E C U T I V E  O F F I C E R S  &  COMM I T T E E  

●  Chairman, Kevin Trickett (Strategy) 
 kevintrickett@msn.com   01924 361180 
 

• Vice Chairman, David Moss (Newsletter) 
 damoss43@yahoo.co.uk  01757 268418 
 

●  Secretary, Helen Kidman (Arts and Culture) 
 helen.kidman3@tbtinternet.com  01943 609154 
 

●  Treasurer, Richard Ward (Legal/Financial) 
 r.m.ward@talktalk.net   01484 429173 
 

•   Exec Committee Member, Dr. Kevin Grady 
office@leedscivictrust.org.uk  0113 2439594 
 

●  Exec Committee Member, Cyril Oliver (Transport) 
 cyril.oliver@talktalk.net 
 

●  Exec Committee Member, Malcolm Sharman  (Sustainability) 
 malcsharman@hotmail.com   
 

• Exec Committee Member, David Winpenny   
 david@winpennypr.co.uk      01765 608320 
  
• Exec Committee Member, Tony Leonard   
 ad.leonard@btinternet.com   01430 872871  
 
●  President, Peter Cooper 
 peter.cooper51@btinternet.com  01723 513754 

 

Sat 28th April 1:00 -  4:00 pm         YHACS Spring Meeting in Ossett Town Hall 
     With a debate on “HS2  - Good for our  
     region?”  
 
Fri 15 – Sun 24th June             RIBA “Love Architecture Festival 2012” 

      See http://www.lovearchitecture.org/ 
 
Sat 23rd June    Civic Day 
 
Sat 7th July                   YHACS Summer Meeting in Cleethorpes 
 
Thurs 6th to Sun 9th September  Heritage Open days 
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Reg. Charity No. 1112290 

www.yhacs.org.uk 

 

Please send any article 
submissions, comments, 
letters or questions to 

the editor: 
  

David Moss 
Editor 

 
Tel: 01757 268 418  

Email: 
damoss43@yahoo.co.uk 
 
 

 

The Yorkshire and    

Humber Association of 

Civic Societies (YHACS) 

is the distinct voice of the 

civic society movement 

in the Yorkshire and  

Humber region, and our 

vision is to enhance the 

quality of life for all   

citizens in the region by   

engaging citizens not 

only in the protection of 

local heritage but also in 

the promotion of sustain-

able economic develop-

ment and urban          

renaissance.   
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